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LIFE AND ADVENTURES 

OF 

ANTAR. 



CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 

Amroo cried out; he screamed; he wept; he sharply 
questioned Anlar. Alas I said he, from the mo- 
ment I parted from }ier I know not what has hap- 
pened. The women and slaves were instantly sent 
for; — not one could give any information respect- 
ing Ihla. Then «-as Antar's grief and anguish 
must severe — liis tears flowed rapidly down his 
cheek. Hut Uie heart of her father was replete 
with gladness; and all Antar's enemies exulted in 
secret. King Zoheir and his son MaUk Boon learned 
what had happened, and thar hearts felt what the 
heart of man never felt before. This event lay 
heavy on Aem aU. The horsemen mounted thor 
steeds, and scoured the country in every dlrectioii, 
till, daikness coming on, they returned without 
gaining any intelligence. Be comforted, be con- 



S .IIKBUL EALt».Y ACCDBES AMVAB. 

Eolecl} sdd Sing Zotidr ; let it 1)6- my burniess to 
dear up this myateiy, O King, condnued Antar, 
I am alone to blame, for I left her with those who 
knew not her worth. T was induced too hastily to 
come and meet you, fearful that the duat of the 
horsemen would distress her. After this, he re- 
paired to the hahitation of his mother, who threw 
herself into his arms and wept for joy. 

But Oorwah and his companions, on their re- 
turn home with Jlalllf, Ibk's father, acquainted 
Bobia with all that had happened to Amarah — 
how Antar had rescued him and his comrades from 
captivity and disgrace. Our grand object, said 
Behia, is the destruction of Antar ; and all my 
exertions shall be directed to that point. I will 
demand of no one but of King Zoheir hiniBelf ven- 
geance for my brother's untimely fate; he shall 
deliver Antar over to me, that I toaj kill bint and 
bring down perdition on him, fia: he most have 
been the cause of Amarah's death. The next day, 
as King Zoheir and his sons were dtdng in th«r 
tents, Rehia presented himself, accompanied by his 
brothers. Having kissed the ground and made 
obeisance, he explained the extraordinary disap- 
pearance of his brother when in company with 
Antar; saying. No one, 0 King, slew him hut 
Antar. I therefore demand of you his person, 
tiittt I may kill him with my oivn hand. King 
Zobar was convinced that this representation was 
only founded ia firtuid and hypocrisy. Couan, be 



repiietl, let Antar nlone in his grief: he is now 
under great affllttiou for the loss of his uncle's 
daugliter. But if liis guilt on this subject should 
be ascertained, I will either deliver him over to you, 
or I will slay him with my own band. When Bebia 
heard this, he deparled overwhelmed ivith shame. 

The cause of Ibla's disappearance was the 
lowing, — Soon after An tar had quitted Ibla in tbe 
mining, in order to meet King Zoheir, sleep came ' 
i^on by tbe vi^tation of Fate and Destiny: 
in the same manner, too, the women and slaves ^ 
fell aaleep on the backs of die camels. Ibla awoke, 
and, finding herself in the midst of an extenfive 
pl^n, she said to her female attendants, Let me 
alight and reheve the weariness of my limbs. Hie 
slaves assisted her to descend, and over tlieir eyes 
immediately fell a heavy sleep : the camels passed 
on, and they left her behind. But, whilst Ibla re- 
mmncd thus abandoned, lo! a horsenian rode down 
towards her, exclaiming, " Hurrah ! by the Arabs I 
Fortune has at length awakened from her sleep, 
and is recovered from lier suplneness — she has 
ffvea me what no human power could command." 
Tfaia horeeman mu Amarah : for when he beheld 
Ibla clothed in all those rich robes and ganaenta, 
he roamed among the rocks and tbe pUdns; and as 
he continued straying, eometimea to the li^t, swte- 
times to the left, fae .thus exdaimed : 

" I wander, and my heart a the captive of 



" Hope. I long to bdlitate a meedug, but it is 
*' arduous. I weep for my dishonour, yet am I a 
" noble cUef, and warnars consult me. Were 
f it not for the vicissitudes of Fortune Fate would 
" not have dia&essed me — a slave would not have 
" succeeded, and a Chief be humiliated. 0 daugh- 
" ter of MaUk ! my love draws me towards thee 
" with strong ties, and I am tlij captive ; I mad- 
" den, and I complain of my passion in the deserts ; 
" and witliin my ribs is a raging flame at this 

Thus AmaraJi raved till he came near ]iome, 
when iiis agony and anxiety became intense. In 
the night he chanced to pass over the track of tlie 
caniels, and thus he discovered Ibla. As soon aa 
he saw her, he recognised her j and he felt as if all 
his hopes were accomplished. But sdll fearing that 
-Antar would annihilate his existence, in a moment 
he snatched her up violently from the ground, and, 
^ladng her behind him on his horse, he laum^ed 
into the deserts. What! Amarah, thou none ei£ 
fildi and infemy, cried Ibla, dost thou dare to 
make the daughter of thy cousin a prisoner ? thou 
foul.jnustachioed «Tetch ! I have cauglit thee, he 
replied; and now 1 shall not perish in the sea of 
love for thee. By the faith of an Arab, never, as 
long as I breathe, sliall Ant;ir si^c' tliee more. All 
his wishes and deaires being tlins realised, he urged 
on his steed, and sought tlie land of Yemen, the 
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country of the Cahtanians, in order to request the 
protection of Meljem the son of HandalB, King of 
the tribe of Tey, and remwn under his sliadow. 
He had travelled on till mid-day, when, lo ! a 
dust arose, and thirty horsemen appeared, who, as 
soon as they drew nigh, surrounded Amarah. This 
piirty was of the trihe of Tey, and their Chief, a 
noble horseman, called Moofrij, son of Hamam. 
And as they closed on Amarah they percaved a 
damsel weeping and wailing, and most Eumptuousiy. 
attired. Congratulate yourselres on tins plunder 
and spcnl, said thar leader to lus ctMnr&desi doubt- 
less this damsel is a daughter of some great Kng^ 
and this miserable ^low has carried ber ofF. Come 
on — let us rescue her: if he resistB yon, kill him. 
At the word, they made towards Amarah. Dis- 
mount, yoimg man, they exclaimed, and wait on 
this noble horseman, Moofrij, son of Hamara. This 
order soon convinced Amarah that he had fallen 
into a scrape; and though he was wilhng to secure 
himself, and bargain for bis life with the property, 
yet his love for Ihla checked him. " Daughter of 
Malik, said he to ber, dismount, that I may drive 
these antagonists away from thee, e\'en though I 
may drink of the cup of death. But if this should 
prove the terminatioii of thy meeting with me, I 
swear dw God that (Tcated and beaudfied thee 
that no human bring after me shall possess tbee.** 
Amarah, cried Ibla, may God never let tfay native 
Btnl flourish, nor suffer ihee to escspe fitnn the 
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penis of fortune, thou son of infamy and disgrace. 
Ibla had not finisbed her speech before the horse- 
men Burrounded them on all sides ; and Moofrij 
attacked at ibtar head. Ibla looked round to the 
right and to the lefl, shooting arrows £rom her eye* 
lashes. Moc£ij marked the beau^ of her forms 
ioB heart throbbed. But one of the faorscxnoi 
assaulted Amaiah, and, vonoding hmn^ took him 
prisoner, and secured him with cords, a miserable, 
contemptible wretch ! What Arab art thou ? thou 
foul-mustachioed fellow ! he exclmnied. I am the 
Chief Amarah, the brother of Rcbia son of Zeead, 
of the noble race of Aba, he replied. As Moofrij 
listened to this, his senses fled away with joy. Woe 
nnto thee, that wanderest over these deserts, thou 
son of infamy and disgrace ! he cried ; for be- 
tween U3 tliere exists an ancient feud. So he 
fastened him across his horse, and carried him 
away towards his own country. My cousins, said 
he to his friends, a rich spoil is fallen to my share, 
namely, this damsel;' but the ransom that may 
arise from the capdve, that be yours. It is for you 
to Gommam^ 0 noble Chief, they replied. Ibey 
travelled on till it was da^; and when they^ had 
dismounted to repose and sleep, Moo&ig donanded 
of Ibla what man demands of woman. .' She r^' 
pulsed and reviled him. Keep off, touch me not, 
cried she, or thou diest, as many others before diee 
have done ; for my husband is a man men cannot 
reast — a wurior waniorB cannot withstand; and 
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never will his etideavours to discover me cease. To 
vhom dost thou allude, unhappy girl ? said he, I 
mean, rephed Ibla, An tar, the son of Shedad. Ab 
soon OS he heard this, hk indignation redoubled; 
he sozed on a. whip, and beat her till he made 
hee groan irith pain. He left her; snd, having 
reposeddllmormng, he resinned his journey: and 
in a tew daya they reached tb^ own countoy, and 
their itunilies r^cnoed at th^ return. Moo&ij de- 
livoed Ibla over to hia mother. As to Amarah, 
he handcuffed and fettered him, and beat him 
with a stick three times a day — morning, mid-day^ 
and sunset; saying, Ransum thyself, thou filth! 
Moofrij was continually witli Ibla, importuning 
her to marry him ; but she ever rejected his pro- 
posals, weeping and shrieking at him -. and, as this 
continued a long time, he became greatly enraged 
at her, and beat her with a stick till tlie blood 
came; when his mother, hearing her screams, ran 
in and took her away from him. " O my son, said 
she, you torment yourself about one that regards 
you not, and yoa. have given your heart to one 
who will not keep it. Apply- to the daughters of 
your nndes, and fix not yonr a&dions on one 
who has no indinatkm fat you. Let her be your 
menial servant— for tibere are certiun people who 
will not way bat when they are di^;raced; 
others there are^ who, being nobly bom, yidd to 
nuld treatment." His mother's remonstnuice had 
'oatjSecL Hecomplied; and, st^ifungherbf hes 



rich gannenls, clothed her in a coat of undressed 
leather: and Ibla became his mother's slave-girl by 
day and by night, and her employment was to draw 
oft' the milk and to milk the bufFuloes. The old 
woman also always spoke to her in the harshest 
manner, that she might stand in greater ane of her 
Bon. Thus Ibla passed her days in sucli servile 
offices, and her ni^its in wee^nng and wulin^ and 
interruptiDg the repose of the house, and ever call- 
ing on Antar. The ruffian Amarah often heard her, 
and Ills heart was rent with anguish — anticipating 
death and every tiling dreadful. Now Amarah 
had despatched one of Moofrij's slaves to his bro- 
ther Rebia, to tell him what had happened ; and 
the slave hastened away till he reached the dwell- 
ings of Abs and Adnan. But Rebia had about 
that time gone down to the valley of Thaklan, in 
consequence of King Zoheir's having siud to him, 
You can establish no charge agtunst Antar ; so de- 
part, make inquiries, investigate the O^r of IbJa's 
disappearance^and we will pumsh the criminal ac- 
cording to his actkms : for I wUI not deliver Antar 
Up to you — I will not leave him to your discretion. 
Tbis was the cause of Itetua's removal irom the 
tribe ot Abs ; and he set out with lus brothers in 
hig^ dudgeon, his heart gready inflamed against 
Antar* He came and settled in tliat spot, and two 
hundred tents of the tribe followed him : but they 
were scarcely estabhshed when Moofrij's slave ar- 
rived and informed Kelua of bis brother Amarab's 



situation, and demanded his ransom. At this pro- 
posal lie ilcw into a violent pasMon. He instantly 
assembled his brothers and adherents, to whom he 
related the whole story, explaining the cruel pre- 
dicam^t 19- vUab Amarah was placed. Verily, 
Sfud h^ we shall be disgraced amongst all the 
Arabs on account o£ my brother's affair with Ibia ; 
for it is an unheard-of injury. ' But, should we 
dedde on nmsoming him mdi our property, this 
disgrace will for ever cling to us; and it will be 
said, the family of Zecad, unable to liberate th^ 
brother by force of arms, ransomed him with money 
and effects. It is my opinion ive should set out 
with tlic=e V.-:o hundred horsemen, and cast our- 
selvt's aLiioiii;il ihu liuL coals of ihi: Tcyans. Let 
us exercise every energy, that our enterprise may 
succeed ; and if we can lay hands on any of Moo- 
frij's property we will seize it, and rescue my bro- 
ther from his misery : but if we cannot thus effect 
our purpose, we will secrete ourselves in the coun- 
try; there we will watch him day and ]iig^t, uiidl 
some one may fall into our dutches with whom' 
we may procure his exchange. However, let alt 
this be kept concealed frtmt Kng Zdieir; for 
should he hear it, he may bring charges against 
us, saying, your brother has offered violence to the 
wife of a man and the daughter of his uncle, and 
you dared to demand reparation for his blood. It 
is, indeed, a severe calamity that Amarah has 
brought down upon us, Most.true^ said .one of 



his brodiein ; we ace in diffionlties, so do what you 
think best; consult on the state of our afTuirs; 
baste away beibre the transaction become publicly 
known, and we become a tale in the moutfas of men 
and women. Vfoa dus they secured Ae slare, die 
bearer of the intelUgence, and quitted thor h<ane^ 
seeking the mountfuns of Aja and Sehna and the 
habitations of the Teyans. Otvnali was of die 
party. And they pursued their journey, b^verang 
the plains and the wilds. 

But Antar had despatched Shiboob to gain some 
authentic information about Ibla. He remained in 
anxious expectation of his return, wliilst a tiame 
of fire blazed in his heart, as lie friKjuently ex- 
clumed, Alas, alas ! I feel a grief that cauterizes 
ray very soul. Oh for some news ! Oh that I could 
enjoy one look at her face i And, as his afBictioDB 
completely subdued Imn, be aghed' and groaned, 
and thus spoke : 

*' My tears stand in drops on my eyelids, and 
<^ short is the sleep of my eyes. F<a lore there is 
" no rest— no comfini when the railers advise. We 
" met— but our meeting quenched not the flame. 
" No ! it did not cool the boiling heat How long 
" shall 1 mourn for the mate that grieves me ? 
*' Tears and lamentations avail not. I have im- 
" piored a peaceable life from Fortune, but her 
" favours to me are like the boons of a miser. I 
** am dying, and the most extraordinary forbear- 
« luds me not in my calamities." 
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Thus Antar passed a long time in the greatest 
agony and affliction, never eating or drinking, ex- 
cept in the society of King Zoheir, till Shiboob 
Rtumed. Antar, the instant he saw him, started 
up. My soul is on fire at your long absence, he 
cried. Have you giuned any infohnadon of lUaP 
or, after this long absence, have yoli leturned in 
yma t O my.tnr^er, refined Sbiboob, I am not 
c<Hne iridiout intelligence: I bare news for you 
that would cure even the deepest buried disease of 
the heart After I had passed through various ciues 
of Yemen, I came to Sana and Aden, and encoun- 
tered numerous difficulties until I reached the tribe 
of Tey. It was tliere I found Ibla in the power 
of Moot'rij ; there she attends on tlie camels and 
the sheep. He has clothed her in garments of raw 
leatlier, and makes her serve in the meanest offices 
day and night His niotln'r loo threatens her, and 
treats her harshly in her speech : so that she weeps 
both when she rises and lies down. She calls on 
your name, and seeks her wonted succour from you 
both tught and day. Antar listened, and trembled. 
He abook with fear, and the tears gushed from his 
eyes. W^, Shiboob, said he ; but what was the 
cause of her falling into the power of Moofrij ? 
How came he, of all people, to ohtoin possession of 
her ? Son of my mother, replied Shibooh, the cause 
of all this is Amarah ; in whose mind are ever har- 
boured evil and decaL Shiboob then related all Ama- 
vah's OHitrivaiices. His envy at last overpowered' 
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lum, he addedj at the sight of that vast wealth that 
yon had with you. He turned snde mto the de- 
sert ; but Mb love for Ibla was so violent^ that he 
followed your traces, and watched ber after you 
hod quitted her in'the momiDg. Fate and destiny 
overcame her. He srassed her ; and though he was 
desirous to vanquish her, Moofrij overtook him in 
the desert. He tore lier away froni him, and re- 
duced him to a most pitiable state. Antar's heart 
was almost bursting as he listened to this narrative. 
Brother, said he, how did you obtain this informa- 
tion P Enow, continued Shiboob, that when' I 
quitted you, I made the circuit of every tribe and 
hiirile, and ni;ide inquiries of every one I met, 
whetliur on lior-icliack or on foot, until I came to 
Aja and Behiia and the waters of the tribe of Tey. 
With every family I passed one night, saying to 
myself jierad venture I may learn something. On 
the last night of my stay I slept in the dwelling of 
Moofry, and my place of rest was dose to that of 
one of his slaves called Moobshir. He invited me 
to converse with him, aqd was very kind to me ; ■ 
and to his questions about my connexions, Son of 
n^ aunt, I replied, I am of the tribe of Jallioma, 
of the fiimily of Saad, son of Khoozrej — and this 
is the family of Hatim Tey. So he complimented 
me. But when all was still and quiet, and every 
one asleep, the voice of Ibla struck upon my ears. 
She was loudly wailing and exclaiming through 
the calmness of the night, Oh for the joys of Mount 
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Saadi and dte land of Shurebah I and she wad 
expres^ng her regrets at b^ng separated from her 
native ami, and her loss of fiiends ; adding O pro- 
tector of the tribe of Aha, how often have I called 
on thee ! Where is the path by which I can gjve 
thee news of myself and meet tliee, O son of my 
unde P for torments distract me. My eyes are 
ulcered with weepmg, O son of my uncle ! Thy 
foes triumph, and watchful arc the eyes of thy 
enemies. It was tlic vcrv moment of meeting, 
when reparation closi^lv tollowcd its traces ; and 
tiiou hadst but just arrivtd Irom Irak, when we 
■were again scattered over the globe. Woe to me i 
my lot IS nothmg but tears and sighs. What a 
nusery it is to put on raw leather for a garment ! 
Cruel is this grievous state. Hasten then, son of 
my uncle, thy arrival ; rescue me by thy exertions, 
that laid low the lions of the caverns. Let me hear 
thy shbuts in the tumult of spearsmen and swords- 
men. After this doleful effusion, my brother, she 
sobbed and sigiied so bitterly, it might almost be 
said tliat she nas dead, and that her soul had de- 
parted. Again she sighed from her sorrowing 
heart, and thus spoke : 

" 'My anxious love h vehement, and my tears 
" flow profusely, and they ease the anguish of my 
" piuns in my frame. Ask my burning sighs, that 
" mount on liigh—tbey will tell you of tlie flaming 
" pasuon in my liver. By your violence you over* 
" power roy wetdmess : I b^e sot ftvboirance or 
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" resgnation to enduie iL O bircl of the tama- 
" xiA t an the Uvdong night, dm^Hng, be nxninu 
" fi)r his mate that is gone and returns not This 
" is thy sorrow, and to-morrow thou art relieved : 
" hut, alas, what is the state of the captive of love 
" and anguish ! O western breeze, blow to my 
" country, and give information of me to the fierce 
" lion, the hero of Abs, and thrit champion when 
" start forth the foreheads' of the horse and war- 
" riors in multitudes ! How oft has he protected 
" me with the edge of his sword — he, the refuge 
" of mothers fearful of being bereft of their ehil- 
" drcn ! Here 1 dwell, hoping for a relief from 
" my agonies at bis band : to no other will I com- 
"plmn." 

(As Shiboob repeated these verses, streams flowed 
from the eyes of Antar.) I immediately turned, 
continued Shiboob, towards the slave near whom I 
was lying; Son of my aunt, said I, why is thiB 
damsel grieringp does she not ileep? does she pass 
her nights generally thus? Young man, reined 
the slave, she is a fi^gner, and she is a captive : 
it is thus she passes her mornings aud her evenings. 
Her name is Ibla, daughter of Malik, the Abman. 
I soon contrived to draw from him the whole story : 
how Moofrij happened to meet Amarab and her : 
how he took Amarab prisoner, and carried her 
home; and when he demanded of her what man 
demands of woman, how she used the most oppro- 
brious expresuDns towardii him — threatening him 



irith her counn, a fierce Hon, who bod nosed }nm. 
self from the st^ of a slave to that of a Chief : 
bow MoofHj upon this treated her most vilely — 
stripping her of her dothes, and overwhehning her 
with cruelties : haw also he behaved in the same 
mariner to Amarah— handcufGng and fetteqng him 
until he should ransom himself with money and 
camels ^ and that he had sent to Rebia to rescue 
him from misery. At hearing this, O son of my 
mother, sweet sleep abandoned my eyes, and I 
anxiously waited for the daivn of day, that I might 
hasten to yon, and return witli my intelligence. 
But on my way I met the family of Zcead, trayel- 
ling towards that tribe. I turned out of the road, 
BO that tli^ did not sec me : and tliis is what I have 
seea and heard during my absence. Antar listened 
to all these del^ls. At last he swooned, and though 
alive he seemed lost to dl fe^ng, bo Tiolent was 
his rage against Amarah— so vast ha loro for Iblo. 
I must be revenged, be med, on that &mtly of 
Zeead : I mil deprive them of their sweet dumbeis. 
He instantly summoned his fetber and mother; 
and as he informed them of all these extraordinary 
events, they began to weep and wail; and soon was 
the tnrcumstance known among all the family of 
Carad. The next day Antar hastened to Prince 
Malik, and informed him of tlie discovery of Ibla : 
ujion ivliich he conducted him to the tents of King 
Zoheir. O my lord, exclaimed Antar, bursting into 
tears id bis fvesence, let this be a judgment on 
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them for tbeir false accusatioa of me respecting 
tlirar tKO&er*s blood, after I bod kindly liberated 
him fimn that Nocturnal Enl and the Dqnedator 
of the Age. When King Zoheir had heard oil this 
infemoua transsctiou, greatly esasperated 'against 
Amanth end Relna, he exddmed, May God corse 
the family of Zeead ! Truly have they committed 
a most dastardly act; for their brother has carried 
off Lbla, the daughter of tlieir uncle by birth, and 
has brought indelible disgrace upon her, according 
to the usages of Arabia. They even dared to de- 
mand vengeance of me upon Antar, guiltless and 
nowise implicated. 0 Abooifawaris, lie added, do 
vihal yon |ilwisf. Observe what ivill be their fate. 
Ti:e Lord God lias driven them to their ruin. I 
am convinced they will be subdued by their foes, 
and that not one of them mil return home. I will 
stop till I hear ^ them : then let ns all march to- 
gether, and let us ease our hearts. upon them; and 
never will I trace my way bock till I have rescued ' 
Ibia mth the sword, and have sMn Moofrij, son of 
Homam. Antar thanked him for his kmd inten- 
tions. 0 Abooifawaris, said Prince Malik as they 
were returning, what liavc you resolved on doing 
after this conversation ? My lord, replied Antar, 
I cannot wait here after what I have heard of my 
COUMU Ibia ; I must absolutely be gone in quest of 
her, were I even to die on her account. It is 
my determination to set out this very night : but, 
as I do not wish to impose difficulties on any 
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human being, I ahall this time depend entirely on 
mjaelf. I will not put Uie King to any trouble, 
nor harass him by an expedition with me. I le. 
quest, therefore, you will keep this affair secret. 
No, Aboolfawaris, crL-d llie Prinee, I wiU not suffer 
you to go on lliis adventure alone. ' I will aecom-- 
pany you. I too will exjiose my life in the libcra- 
tiim of llilii. All I beseech of you, by my life that 
! a little ; perliaps my iatlicr will 

go forth to the diaae, and leave the tents unoccu- 
pied : tlien lei lis avail ourselves of the opportunity, 
and consult what measures should be taken, so that 
my latlier may not impede us, or prevent our de- 
parture. AntAT usEented to his wishes. He went 
to bed, but his eyes were suffiised in tears, wattAaag 
tiU the day dawned ; whoi id ruebed Prince Ma]ik, 
Come, Aboolfawaiia, be cried, prepare for the jomr- 
neyi acquaint the fanuly of Carad ; take with yoa 
your uncle Malik and your father Shedod. SMboob 
was accordingly despatched to summon Shedad and 
Malik, witli his son Amroo, whom he deared to 
make ready for an expedition, as they had been all 
insulted; whilst the Prince hurried to his own tents, 
and ordered the slaves to call out the horsemen and 
his adherents. And the day was not illumined, or 
the sun risen high, before the horsemen started from 
their dwellings, and assembled, to the number of 
two hundred noble warriors, clothed in steel, in 
front of whom stood Antar, on Abjer ; and Shiboob 
went ahead. But Antar's imaffnadMi waa totallf 
VOL. It. c 
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occupied with the idea that Ibia was calling on his 
name, and he was in the severest inquietude about 
her. I am at liand, ho eried, O daughter of my 
uncle, I am at hand. I have heard your cry. I 
am going to annihilate your enemies. And turning 
to Prince Malik, Truly, my lord, he swd, it is very 
absurd in me to set out to the assistance of my 
foes. This is the most grievous circumstance of 
all ; for I am aware, that tiionj^h they become vic- 
torious by my means, tlicy will not let me Iw quiet. 
But it is on Ibla's account I act tlius. Some poet 
has observed, " Had I a heart of pity and com- 
" passion for myself, 1 would not pass the night 
" grieving in the agony of love. It is extraordi- 
" nary, that from thine eyes I fed no anw, but 
" still my heart is {nerced with ehails. I am kind 
" to thy ftiends in my lore, thou^ they are my 

faeai and on account a£ two e^es, a thousand 
" eyes are respected." Again turning to Prince 
Malik, he said. On Ibla's account I will submit to 
these pains. And thus he continued : 

" I endure torments tmm ray relations that fa- 
" tigue me, and I conceal from them my passion 
" and my transports. \\ hen tliev question mc, I 
" say. Kill me, for I am an oppre3si\c tyrant. 
" They msult me, and seek to separate mc Irom 
" my beloved ; and she is my hope and my ohjecl. 
" They long for my death. It js their sole wisli to 
" see me felled to the ground in the day of batde. 
" But when the foe conies upon them, ih^ eiitFeat 
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" my dd, and are inclined to love me. I will have 
" padencc tiU I ob[;un my desire, and I hUI pimbh 
*' the enemy by my re^gnalion to inBults." 

May God never abandon thy mouth! exclmmed 
the young Fiinoe,' lil^ly gratified at th^ verses ; 
may no one ever harm thee I Thus t^iey travelled 
on, traver^ng the deserts and the rocks on the 
backs of their horses. 

In the mean time, Moofrij was expecling the 
ransom^ and importuning Ibla morninfr and evening. 
It so happened, that tlie story of Amamli am! Ibla 
became so well known throughout the tribe of Tcy, 
that Sclma the mother of Vachid at last heard it, 
(Xoiv she was clothed in mourning for the death of 
lier son.) She no sooner learnt the captivity of 
Amarah, than she mounted her camel, and took 
with her a party of slaves, bent on revenge, that 
the fiame now Uazmg in ber heart mi^t be ap- 
peased. On resduDg the ten& of Moo&ij, she pre- 
sented herself to him. She bltished, and wc^ 
donanded of him vengeance for her son, requesting 
him to ddiver .Amarah over to her, that might 
slaugliter him with her own hand, and drink his 
blood — that perchance the fire in her entrails might 
be quenched. O aunt, he replied, I will have ven- 
geance for yoiu' son. But I will not have done 
with these boors of Absians till I have received 
their ransom, and taken their Chiefs, and have 
massacred them all at the tomb of thy son, that his 
grave may be watered with th^ blood. X will also 
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dngbribre thee in chains tlicir black, Antar: di- 
rect me to pmush him as it vnay please thee, and 
make him drink of the cup of perdition. Ab to this 
Amarah, I have only demanded his ransom as a 
stratagem. Some one of his brothers will probably 
come with the ransom, accompanied with a party 
of their Chiefs : I will seize them all. Their black 
slave will hear of it, anil he will baste to rescue 
them; him too will I capture, and deliver over to 
you. The heart of Selma was overjoyed. Oh, 
cried she, I long to torment this prisoner we have 
already in our (wwer, until the others arrive, and 
fall into our hands. Do as you please, said he. 
At the word, she started up like a lioness, and 
snatching up a whip, she went to Amarali. She 
beat him like a fury, and in her madness tore off 
his skin with her teeth. 0 mother of men, cried 
Amarah, I have ransomed myself with money and 
camels. How, cried she, you filth, how have you 
ransomed yourself? do you ima^ne that you will 
he dtfivered from death and destnictioii P By the 
f^th of an Arab, were all the wealth of the whole 
tribe of Abs to be proffered, it should not release 
you from your tortures: I will positively s!au{;hter 
you as I would a sheep. She then discovered to 
him who she was, and what had befallen her son, 
And as to the slave Moofrij has despatched to bring 
the ransom, she added, it is all a trick and strata- 
gem, that he may seize your property, and lay his 
hands <Hi your fiiends. Amtirah was thus con- 



vinced that bis death was nigh, and he felt hour 
impoBsilile it was to escape from immediate disso- 
lution; and he repented sorely of what he had 
done. Ah ! I never indeed Itud my account to this, 
groaned he to lumself; never more shall I taste of 
food or wioe: unless Antar come in quest of Ibia, 
tKver shaU I be liberated. Thus Amarah endured 
his sorrows. Moo&ij, in the mean' dme, was ex- 
pecdng of Ibla the completion of his hopes; and 
thus was he occupied. 

But Rebia was hastening with his hardy war- 
riors, passing many a horde, till he reached the 
tribe of Tey. Know, said he to hb comrades, we 
are now in the land of the Teyans, our enemies; 
our object is the deliverance of mj- brother. No- 
thing is required in this afiair but prudence in our 
plans, that they may be surpnsed, and we attack 
them to advantage. Let us therefore detain the 
slave, and despatch one of our own people to Mooftij 
as a decoy : let btm say lo him. Mount your hors^ 
O CHrf, the Abmans are mrived with only tea 
horsemen, to escort the ransom numey; they met 
same txavellen in ycnir countiy, whom th^ have 
plundered. Th^ are now ht your territories mth 
their booty, whidi of i4ght belongs to yoU : meet 
them, and rescue your property from the foe, or 
eternal will be your disgrace. Now I am sure, sons 
of my uncle, he will come down upon us with a few 
attendants, in the hdght of his folly and intrepidity. 
But let us disperse oursdves, wMlst ten are sta- 
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tioned to reconnoitre; and whm he approaches, let 
UB all nub out on Iiim; let us takebim priaon^; 
and having ransomed our brother vitfa his own per- 
son, let us return home safe; thus couTertrng our 
affictums into honour and glory. Belua's jJan and 
stratagem amazed them, and they felt certtun of 
their brother's deliverance. {We have already men- 
tioned that Rebia was a great adept in every fraud 
and artifice.) They reposed till morning, when his 
brother Anis was sent on to Moofrij, with every 
rpquisitp dirt'ction. lie set out, and reached the 
ti^nts of Moofrij. At that time Selma, Vachid'a 
mother, was with him, and they were in deep con- 
versation. The fumes of wine were still working 
on him, when one of his attendants came in, and 
siud. Master, at the door of the tent stands a 
stranger, inquiring for your tents. Moofrij went 
forth, and beheld Anis, on horseback. God pre- 
serve you, 0 Arab, said he.; what do you want? 
Ams repeated to him what Rebia bad instructed 
him to say, adding. Overtake the Abdans before 
blood be ^ed, and the property be lost that is now 
at your disposal. Moofrij turned back into his 
tent, roaring iike a lion, and in great wrath. He 
put on his breast-plate, and ^rded on his sword, 
and ordered his slave to prepare his black steed ; 
but he said not a word to any one of his family. 
Selma heard ail that was pas^ng, and saw tiie con- 
luaon in which he was. Son of my uncle, stud 
she, what is the matter? what have you heard frcon 



this htH^eman tliat has bo much disturbed you? 
Let me hear it; and be not too pTed|ntate, lest 
you fall into trouble. He accordingly explained to 
lier all he had learnt from Anis, and his eyes were 
like two balls of burning coals. Now Selma was 
one of the nidst subtle ivomen in all Arabia — very 
cunning and clever in every act. Lion-warrior, she 
cried, this is all false. He is come to deceive you, 
in order to entice you out: they will overpower 
you with numbers, take you prisoner, and ransom 
their brother from bondage with you. Tins is a 
eonmioii trick among &uch fellows. I am fully per- 
suaded you ought not to go"forth witli less tlian 
.two hundred boreemen; for undoubtedly tbqr are 
lying in ambush for you, and waiting for you. 
Moreover, the proof <£ iheee bang some fraud in- 
tended is, that the slave whom you sent has not 
tetumed; so look to what you are about. Moo&ij 
■ was astonished. How must this businesB be ar- 
•nngedP studhe. The beat plan, she replied, is to 
seize this horseman, who has come on this errand : 
imprison him, and chain him to his countryman. 
Then talce with you some of your warriors, in whom 
you can confide in difficuldea. Set out all at once, 
and let your meeting be the assault of the cleaving 
scimitar ; and thus take them all prisoners. MoofHj 
approved of this advice ; and instantly rushing out, 
pulled Anis off his horse, and pinioned him, saying 
to a slave, Garry him to his countryman, and tor- 
ture turn: socsi will I cut thmr heads, and march 
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to thar countiy, and destn^ it Baring edected 
two huDdied horaemen, he departed, traTetWDg the 
l^aios and the wilds. The slave dragged Anis to 
Amorah, and threw him down opposite to him. 
Oh, my brother, smd Amorah, truly I am quite 
bewildered and confounded ; for what has happened 
to me never hcfel any human being before, so vast 
are the horrors I have endured ; and I am expect- 
ing my ransom of you and Rcbia. Anis upon this 
acquainted him with Rebia's stratagem, and bow, 
Sehna had discovered it all to Moofrij, advising 
him to seize him. Amitruli burst into tears. Alas! 
said he, this ia a sod affair — a most deplorable ex- 
pedition: evMy vestige of the &mily of Zeead will 
be effiiced. All thi^ added Anis, is owing to thee, 
O Amarah. Thou hast bntughtus into tUs scrape 
by thy riUiiny. We warned thee ag^nst Ibla, but 
thou wouldst not be dissuaded^ and thou hast con- 
tinued thy violent procee^ngs till nusfcntunes have 
overwhelmed us all: and if the family of Zeead be 
destroyed, it will be owing to thy obstinacy and ill 
luck. It is very true, my brother, cried Amanth ; 
but still I wish that Ibla was in my power, and 
then I should not care what happened. 

When Rebia had despatched Anis, he divided 
his people into three parties, leaving ten to keep a 
look out; and saying to ihom. As soon as you ob- 
serve Moofrij and his horsemen, with my brother 
Anis, ride up to him. Salute htm, and say, 0 Chief, 
ve arc the persons come to ransom our brother irom 



bondage : but we chanced to encounter a bond of 
horsemen, who carried off the cattle we had with 
us. We have been sent on to inform you, that 
you may come and rescue your property; for we 
sre now in your country, and under your pro- 
tection. Cfrntrive to ccniduct tum among the ra- 
vines: then the ambusrade shaU rush out. We 
wiQ orerpower faim ; for I know he mil only ctmie 
sli^tly attended, on account f£ his confidence in 
hia niperior gallantry and provesa. Hie party lay 
concealed, and the ten -wtsce lootdng out, when lo > 
Mooinj appeared, accompanied with a, troop of 
warriors i and they no sooner came up with the 
Absians, than they phcd their swords among them, 
and split open their skulls. Grief and dismay fell 
upon them, and their consternation was great. In 
a moment seven were slain ; three fled towards tliR 
concealed party, and cniiimiinicatcd tlic event. The 
ambuscade being now brought to light, and all their 
artifices bwig made manifest, Moo&ij saw that Sel- 
TDS^ hint -was correct. The whcde plot was now 
(Uscorered. He 'rushed down upon them, like a 
fion in his wrath, and shaved off thrar heads from 
their bodies. Couaus, exdtumed Bdlna, our stra- 
tagem caimat succeed, unless it b well supported. 
I strongly suspect he has seized my brother Anis, 
and is now come to fight us; so that we have no 
means of escape but our sharp swords and our long 
spears : otherwise we shall be destroyed in this land, 
ssA Antar will exult over us. He ^ke, and as- 
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Bsiiled the foe. The dust arose. He vidded his 
aword among than. The confiinoa was univer- 
sal. Cowards sou^t the mountains: but the hcAd 
plunged into a sett of distress, and padentty sub- 
mitted to calamities. They denated not from fight- 
ing until tlie day closed, when they quitted the 
contest The family of Zeead took refuge under 
the sand-hills ; fifty beina; killed, and many wound- 
ed, Moofnj returned to hjs tents, and congratu- 
lated his friends op the termination of their diffi- 
culties, saying. Truly was Selma's advice perfectly 
correct. Having reposed till morning, the two par- 
ties mounted thdr hard-hoofed stet'da, slung on their 
speais, i^xded <m their swords, and sought the field 
cf battle. Moofrij . started out between the two 
parties, and appeared between the two corps, cx- 
dainung, O &mily of Zeeod, we understood you 
were conung with camels, but ye are come with 
troops and warriors. You imagined you would 
succeed agtunst us: but now only antidpate the 
devastation of your lands, and the extirpatiou of 
your families. Come on — to the battle — the thrust 
and the blow ! Him whom vou came to rescue you 
shall never leach, and him whom \oii sent I have 
seized; and thus he c'liitiiiiifii iii virse: 

" The snort of tiie war-li<irae. witii the phant 
" spear, and the blow uf the sabre on the thin 
" casques, are swccWr lo iiiu lEiaii sraniiiig over cups 
" and the gobicts, anu uie cupueurtT. Ye tiiink, 
" 0 Abdans, that I am dead, and that your slave 
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" Biin-ives in the tents ; but your stratagem has 
" raatii? Iiiiu a captive, and he is in chains; Te 
" have periidiously deceived me, and this is one t£ 
" the results of treachery. I imaged ihe party 
" vfere come li^l^ only leading ba^;age and 
" meU ; but they came heavy-armed and laden, 
" tighUiraiEted, girthed the chase. But I have 

sworn that I will disperse your numbers in the 
" day of encounter, and I will steep my lance in 

tlie blood of horsemen as it streams at my feet 
" and legs." 

Hebia came down upon him ; but Cais, urging 
on his horse, engaged him first. The dust arose 
between them ; the liorsemen approached the scene 
of uproar, and extended their necks, with anxious 
looks. A general shout, " 0 by the valiant Gah- 
tan," arose from the midst of the black dust-clou^ [ 
and lot lUbofiij had taken Cais prisoner, and bound 
Um widi cordsj a miserable wretch I ^nd he in- 
stantly returned to the contest and damour. Bdna 
was confounded, and repented of what he had done. 
Alas, he cried, we have fallen into misfortune; we 
shall be totally annihilated by our enmity towards 
J\ntar. Could I but feel certain that we should 
escape safe out of this conflictj 1 would send to 
King Zoheir and make our excuses for our base 
and improper conduct ; I would heg him to de- 
spatch our countryman and defender, Antar, to 
rescue us from perils. He had scarcely spoken 
these worda when- a shout from MooJnj and an- 



S8 



other yell were heard issiung fixm black duit; 
and, lo! he had taken a third brother pritcmer. 
Relna screamed out in horror of his ntuation, and he 
tesolved on attacking him ; but Oorwah anticipated 
him. He was a lion-like horseman ; and he rushed 
against Moofrij, thus redting: 

" Away with boasting, for Fortune builds up 
" and throws down. She is impartial or oppressive 
" unintentionally, and elevates to glory him who 
" has passed a life in ignominy. She makes the 
"afflicted smile — now giving, now denying. To 
" liim who lives in the glories of tlic world the day 
" sometimes brings joy that turns to bitterness. 
" May I forfat the hi^-bred steed if I do not 
" phinge with him into seas of death and the over- 
" Bhadowing dusL I will smite every wanior with 
" my Indian blade, that rebounds from the fnc- 
" tine and is not blunted. I will sacrifice myself 

for the tribes with my long spear until it be ho- 
" Homed and respiected." 

But Moofrij soon interrupted him and assailed 
him. A dreadful conflict ensued between them ; 
till Moofrij, rushing furiously at Oorwah, over- 
whelmed him, and, assaulting liim with the vehe- 
mence of a lion, grasped him by the throat : he 
clung to him and .made him his captive. The 
Ahaians raised vast shouts. The Teyans attacked 
them from all quarters: and the contest was so 
fierce, that, the noise of it being soon spread 
throughout the whole dan, both riders and pedes- 
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trians joined the party; and they £d not dceUt 
till it was dork. Relna now saw death and de- 
struction were at hand. Accompamed by lus par^, 
he took refuge among the SBiid-luUB; and there 
were only seventy remaining out of the two hun- 
dred. Thirty were prisoners, fifteen had fled, the 
rest were slam, and all were wounded with the 
prants of the arrows. Distracted and bewildered 
as they were, thirst augmented their anguish. 
Well, said they to Rebia, what is your plan now ? 
what is your advice ? Sons of my uncle, he re- 
plied, we have indeed fallen into the sea of Deatiny 
and Fatality — we can find no favour with any 
one; and all these calamities are owing to my bro- 
ther Amarah and that black slave. We have no 
other resource but to send to Moofrij and demand 
hia protection ; here to remain with him in bondage 
until we can redeem our lives by our property. 
They reposed, wtuting for the day-light; and it 
was scarcely dawn when Relna despatdied a man 
to Moofiij, saying Noble warrior I Iioii4iero 1 Aniba 
do not pride themselves over the Peraans but on 
the Kinctity of thdr protection and hoBpitaltty. We 
demand protection of you, that we may surrender 
ourselves to you and procure our ransom : but If 
you will not abstain from shedding blood, at least 
let us be supplied with water. Se just to us in the 
conflict — come out against us with equal numbers, 
that we may exert ourselves and die under our 
standards and our enugns. When the messeng^ 



had communicated this propdsal, Moofrij laughed. 
What conader^oQ is due to you, he cried, now 
that you have falsified your word P By the faith 
of an Arab, you have no refuge against death un- 
less you throw away your anni, and all of you 
come dismounted before me, that I may shave off 
your beards and cut off your noses and your ears. 
On this condition you shall be furnished with 
water. Then will I hnng ye all, by Lat and 
Uzza ! My lord, said the messenger, whose name 
was Jemeel, and lie was a celebrated orator, here I 
stand in your presence : take my horse and my 
arms; cut off niy oars, if you please; shave off 
my beard ; but, oh ! let me nmisten my heart and 
soul with one ilroj) of «atcr. Jlonfri] was softened: 
he accorded him his protection an<l allowed him 
some water, saying. Yon are now under my pro- 
tecticm, but not so your omipanions. On you I 
have bad compasaon on account of vour speech : 
so go your way, and interfere no more ; otherwise 
I will leave you a corpse. As to your comrades, 
dinr death is resolved on. And if they keep them- 
eelves on the defensive, and do not descend from 
the aand-Jiills, I will torture them witli hunger and 
thirst till they be aU stupified: then will I take 
them prisoners, and hang them all on one day. 
Jemeel returned back to Rebia ; and, having told 
them what had passed, tlie consternation was uni- 
versal. Should he cut off our noses and our ears, 
eternal will be our disgrace and infamy. But, said 



Jemeel, security is the great gain of man: and 
thus infi>nning them that he bad obtained pro- 
tectiim of MoolHj for himself, be turned away his 
hcTse and sought his own safety. Bebia and his 
fnends descended, and commenced another attack. 
The Teyans assailed them right and iet't, and drove 
upon them with their long spears. Before mid-day 
diey were all in the wildest confusion: thirst re- 
duced them to the state of drunkards, and they 
were all made prisoners. Moofrij carried them, all 
bound with cords, to his tents. They preceded 
him, overwhelmed in disgrace and infaniy. Selma 
was more oveijoyed than any one : she abused the 
Ahsians to their faces, crying out. You filthy 
Arabs, I must absolutely drink of your blood bll I 
am gcn^ed. Moofrij ordered them all to be cast 
into the same place with Amarah; and he sent 
word to the ttibci ctf Jslhemii, and to King Maljon, 
Bon of Hsndhala, and hb brother the Blood-drinker, 
<!0ngrfltn1wting them oa the misery that had belaUeo 
the fanuly of Zeead, and requesting theii attoidHnce 
to see them all hanged. 

Now Lbla was rejoicing at the down&U of her 
enemies — very glad was she that they were thus 
chained and fettered, and reduced to such.wretched- 
ness and misery. Many of her sorrows were 
soothed — for she still expected the arrival of her 
coudn. The night was not far spent when Moofrij 
became intoxicated. The people had departed to 
their respective teats, and every one was asleep, 



when Moofrij happened to think of tbla; and as 
he was considering how lie slionkl complete his 
, graUfication, he repaired to liis mother, and said, I 
wish you would bring me that Absian damsel, that 
I may enjoy her this night. If she will not con- 
sent, I will use her most cruelly; I will multiply 
her distresses and slay all her countrymen. Away 
hastened his mother to Ibla. Go to ynur master 
instantly, said she, that he may show sume kindness 
to you and your countrymen; but, if you still ob- 
sdnatdy refuse to yield to him, dread his violence. 
Barbarian, vile hag, exdolmed Ibla, were your aon 
even to back my limbs mtli the aword, or to mas- 
sacre the whole tribe of Abs and all that the sun 
rises npcm, never would he see me his proper^, 
never see me yield or submit to him. Wishes he 
my death ? I will kill myself with mine own hand. 
Accursed wrefcli ! cried the old woman. She 
struck her with her fist, and ordered the slave-girls 
to drag her forth, as she screamed out, 0 by Abs ! 
O by Adnan! who ciin now save me? who can 
assist me ? who can redeem me from this captivity ? 
Alas I is there any one to deliver me from this 
distress ! She continued shrieking and screaming 
till even the family of Zeead hcurd her cries in the 
Etillnesa of the ni^t. What is tlie matter with the 
daughter of our uncle, that she screams and cries 
so loud P asked they of their guards ; who in- 
formed them of what had passed between ber and 
Moufrij— how he had awocn and confirmed his 



oath^ that, if Ste did not submit to his demands, 
he would not leave one of them alive. Be tatisfied, 
said Oorwah ; I will request of the Almighty that 
she may irritate him slill more, so that his cruelty 
may be sharpened, and he strilte off our heads at 
once : but if Moofrij will listen to me, he will have 
nothing to do with her, for she brings ill luck on 
eveiy one that demands her — lucky is ho who lets 
her alone. Oorwah had hardly done speaking when 
loud screams and shouts were heard. Every one in 
tlie tents was in confusion and in motion, sword in 
hand. It b well, said Oorwah, it is God's work ; 
and to-night will Moofrij be slain, were he eren 
the horseman of the plains and the mountains. 
The shouts and the uproar became more distinct, 
and the roars of, 0 by Abs, O by Adnan, were 
edicong loud ; but the bowl of Antar overpowered 
them all. Dreadiul-misfortuneB overwhelmed the 
tribe of Tey. Scimitars were labouring in every 
hand-: blood £owcd in torrents : men were slain : 
many were hewn in pieces. The Teyans were 
rushing upon one another: some sought flight 
The camels dispersed over the plwns and the 
deserts. But the cause of this confuHon was as 
follows. 
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As we before stated, Antar departed in pursuit of 
Ibla, traTerang variouf; iiWwFi anil hordes, till, 
coming Digh to the tribe ol' Tey, l:e resolved to 
send away Shiboob, to gain information, and to 
learn what had happened to Rcbia and his bro- 
thers. At that moment a horseman met them, 
advaiuang from the sand-hills, and tearing up the 
earth in Ms speed. Antar accosted him, and lo ! it 
was Jemeel the Absion. God preserve you, young 
man, said Antar, And joy be with you — you, the 
protector of our tribe, replied Jem^, as he flung 
bimself off lushoisdqa&e ground;- and, covering 
luB head mth sand, he bewmled his family and 
fnends. Antar went towards hmi: be took bim 
by the hand and quieted bis sorrows. He con- 
ducted him to Pruice Malili, who ([uestioiied Iiim 
an to what liad befallen hnn. Know, 0 Prince, he 
replied, tli.1t the iaiiiilv ol Zeead are in bondage : 
noble iiamors are alain, and only a few remain out 
ol tbewbuk- party — I lett lliem all either prisoners 
or dead. Thus euraniiinu-alin'^ all that had passed, 
lie added, I have rti;eived tlie pioLeclioii of Mi«j- 
frij, to the exception of my comrades. O Aboolfa- 
waris, exclaimed the Prince, let us away with all 
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speed ; periu^ we jcrin our pa«y in the con- 
test, and rescue them from th^ terrible ntoatiou : 
thus let it Ije known that they are the ireedmen 
of thy sword and diy intrepidity. I am aware, 

0 Prince, Kud Antar, that my honours with re- 
spect to them are entirely useless, were I even to 
plant their glories on the backs of the clouds : but 
it is your order to join tliem. Th^ is not one of 
tliem that can brave dangers, and I am sure that 
tliey are at tliis moment in chains and bondage ; 
for, as Jemeel remarked, they have neither the 
power to breathe nor think. My plan is this: let 
us surprise the (be in the dark ; let us throw our 
troops among the tents ; let tis convert their joys 
into scBTow; let us eatabliah tears and grief in 
tfa^ land, and rescue Ibia before morning. Upon 
this th^ continued thor journey, till, b^g close 
to the tents, tb^ paaaved. that thor li^ts were 
extinguished, and both freemen and slaves were 
asleep. Take you the left, my lord, sdd Antar to 
Prince Malik ; leave nie the right — and mark what 

1 will do with them, thus taken unawares. So he 
left one hundred and hliy witi) the Prince; and, 
with only Rfty men, he assaulted on the right, con- 
spicuous among the tents and the tent-ropes. Mahk 
attacked on the loft Uke a ferocious lion. They 
gave one universal shout, and the whole earth 
trembled. The sword spared neither old nor young, 
whilst the troops poured dovm among the tents. 
Moofiij was anxiouslj expecting Ibla; but, as soon 
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as he heard the uproar, intcEdcation fled from his 
brain, and his consternation and ftUnu increawd. 
He hastened to the door of the tent Brbig me 
my horse, he escloimed to his slaves ; bring me my 
armour of war and cuirass, lIiaL I may discover 
what means this tumult, and what means this con- 
ffict, that appears like a flame of (ire. Perailventure 
Fatahty and Ueatinj liave drivfn tile Absian slave 
to this land, tliaC I may destroy him and hurl do« n 
annihilation upi>n liim ; and thus will I exterminate 
both him and his friends. Ibla heard Antar, in 
tlic tranquillity of the night, roaring like a peal of 
tliunder. Her heart was soothed, after all her 
ag^tions. She nused lier voice and cried out. Now 
am I sure of comfort, allcr all my miseries: mis- 
fortune is coming upon tliee, thou son of infamy 
and disgrace: the noble horseman is at,hand ; the 

' tribe of Aha will pounce down upon thee like 
eagks, and vriQ dehver the fawn of the d^ert from 
thy grasp: this night diall thy mother mourn for 
&ee. . The mother of Moofiij heard this; and, 
hang in die wildest constmiadoii, she strucJi her 
on the iace, crying out. Dost thou dare to abuse us 
dius — thou, ft ct^tive in our hands .* This very 
hour thou shalt behold the head of that black. 

' Dost thou ima^e he will be able to aid thee, 
faDen as diou art into the clutches of the devouring 
eagle? As she turned towards her son, she saw 
lum mounting his horse, tottering still in intoxica- 
tion and the fumes of wmc. She was alarmed, and 
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dissuaded him from the contest of swords and 
spears. Now scimitars were at work on all sides : 
shouts shook the land : frightful were the blows of 
Antar's sword, and deadly were the thrusts of An- 
tar's apear. Shiboob was castiog lire among the 
tents and dwellinga; and dust arose tliat was 
blacker than the darkness of m^L Tbs cameb 
fled in terror away: (be necks of men and women 
were trampled on. Thus continued the' fray till it 
was near monung. The country was imndred in 
lamenta^onj and husbands abandcawd &ai tmder 
wives : death and ^sgrace were cons^uous. All 
sought the plains and the deserts, quitting the tents 
and the habitations ; whilst Sliiboob made his way 
to the prisoners in chains and in utter dismay. 
Sehna, Vachid's motlier, no sooner beheld this sad 
rererse, than she rushed from the tents, intending 
to seek the open country; but perceiving Moofnj's 
mother detaining him from the conflict and turning 
his horse's head towards the sand-liillE, and also 
marking his fliglit under the guidance of a slave, 
she mounted a noble steed, and, snatching up a 
sword. Never, she cried, will I depart from the 
tents till 1 have eased my heart, and accomplished 
my de«res on the foe. And she darted towards the 
piisoner^ md had already wounded many of them, 
re»lved to slaughter them all, when Shiboob ar- 
rived and roared at her. She fled : her horse was 
swift, and she rode off among the fii^tives. Shi- 
boob t^rooched Bdna, and loosened his arms and 
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those of his comradee, who sprang towards tlicir 
fiiends, whose death they had considered inevitable ; 
and they released one another, exclaiming, O by 
Abe, O by Adnan ! and the mountons and the 
rocks echoed bac^ die shout When the day 
dawned, not a youth or an old man waa found, but 
was either dead or a captive. Sliiboob in the mean 
time was roaming about the tents in search of Ibla, 
whom at last he found almost smothered with the 
entrdls of the dead, groaning like a woman be- 
reft of her children; and as she listened for the 
T(Hce of Antar, she thus exclaimed; 

" O my couun, ease my heart, and lead me 
" home by the hand, for my body is worn out, and 
" my strength fails. For the black hero I have 
" encountered disgrace. My frame — (he Zephyr 
" would overwhelm it, so greatly have they ex- 
" hausted me with eternal pains. My reagnation 
" — it is at an end. My foes exult over me, and 
" 1 have endured endless horrors. Convey me to 
" the protection of Antar ; no one but the lion can 
" defend the faira. Tdl him I am in dismay, and 
" my heart wanders wild in its fears, My ey&Jids 
(' — no deep have di^; but they mourn for eter- 
" nal sleep. Were a rock to experience a porlion 
" of my Bufferings, the rock itself would be cast 
" down. This eternal banishment mil never end: 
" it is a separation tht^ exceeds the distance of the 
" planets." 

.Sluboob beard her Umentalions, and his heart 
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grieved for her distress. He hastened towards her, 
and, discovenng himEdt^ he boie .her away in his 
Brms, and conveyed her to his brotfaer Antar; who, 
the moment he saw her, dismounted, and pressed 
her to his bos(»n, and kissed her between the eyes, 
saying Grievous indeed it is to me that you should 
suffer and endure such calamities, and I be alive in 
the world. But this is the misfortune of the times, 
against which no human being can find refuge. 
Take her, lie added to Shiboob, take her to the 
tciit of Moofrij ; place her on his throne, and pro- 
tect her, whilst I go to Prince Malik, and see what 
lie is about. Sliiboob entered the tent of MoofHj ; 
and as he found it empty, he searched about, and 
opened some chests, in whicli he saw ail Ibla's rich 
robes and garments, and strings of jewels. Sbibooh 
was exceedingly pleased, and delivered them to Ibla. 
ThuB all hor distress and affliction v&mshed, and 
her hopes and mshes were realized. Antar had 
departed to the oppoatd quarter, in quest of Fiince 
Malik and hia assodates, to ofasme how the combat 
stood. But Prince Malik and lus &ieiida were re- 
nowned horsemen, and had performed the deeds of 
heroes that night, destroying the enemy with the 
sword, and forcing their way among the tents, and 
brandislung th^ spears and their scimitars : the 
Prince ever at their head, like an eagle, or a lion, 
when he rushes out from his den. Antar rode up 
to him, and kissed his hand, congratulating him on 
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bU safety, and inquiring about the acts of ttie night. 
O Aboolfawaris, be replied, il has been a night 
comprisiiig many nighls: but by your good fortune 
we have succL^jdwl in our attempts. They per- 
ceived, that during that niglit's contest only tliree 
of Antar's lieroea had bt^eii killed, and thirty of 
Prince Malik's. But disgrace hm\ fallen abundantly 
on the adverse party, and a must driadful example 
had been made of thcni. J ate and dc.^tmy had 
been let loose upon them. My lord, said Antar, 
we must not remmn in this land ; for we have no 
fiiends, no assodates, no allies in it And as tb^ 
were setting out for their own tents, Rebia came 
up to Antar, and wept tears o£ deodt and fiuud. 
Cousin, stud )k, we hare not the fiice to meet thee, 
on account of our shamefiil deeds, and thy infinite 
kindness towards us. May God render thy favour 
towards us eternal ; for it is God that has united 
tbee to Ibla, thy cousm. After him came up Ama- 
rah, crying in excess of jealousy, envy, and regret. 
Son of my uncle, exclaimed he, what is done, is 
done. It is all the work of human filings : do not 
therefore revenge yourscil on nie for wliat i have 
done: do pardon my UausgrL-salon, and forgive me. 
Antar pitied tht'i:) ; -.ind li't'liiig favourably inclinrf 
towards them on account of his relationshipj he 
embraced and saluted them; thus congratulating 
them on then: escape : 
." Exult, if ye will — or be just: behold in the 
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"timeofbattleiDyexpliuts. Althouf;^ F am abused 
^ for iiang black, my acts are the acts of the noble- 
"bom." ■ 

As the family of Zeead listened, the paaucn of 
envy burnt in their hearts ; and though they thanked 
him outwardly, internally th^ galls were bnisting 
with rage. They now returned to thwr tents, and 
reposed ; and when they had had their wounds 
dressed, said Antar to them, Sons of my uncle, 
althou^ we shall never be vanquished, and we 
have gtuned a signal victory, yet we are in the land 
of Cahtan; and there is not an individual m it but 
dreads us, and is our foe. So come away : let us 
refresh ourselves, and depart Prince Malik liaving 
also expressed his approbation, they slauglitereil 
some of the captured camels and sheep, and pre- 
pared their dinner. 

But Mbofrij, when he fled and sought tlie sanils, 
fearful of death and infamy, turned his eyes baek 
over the desert ; and as he beheld the nobie Absians , 
take possession of his tents, and his own companions 
sleefung in death, his soul festered at the ^ght, and 
he hastened his flight over the plains. 

The Almns had do sooner finished thdr repast, 
than they set out oii their way home. They had 
not been long gone when the tribe of Jadeelali 
arrived, about five hundred strong, in order to 
enjoy the sight of the execution of tlic ^lecad fa- 
mily. MoofriJ jtrnicd them, overwhelmed in tears 
and nghs, and lamentations, and telling them the 



nusfortunes he had sufiered from the Ab^ans. Let 
us .pursue them, cried tlie strangers; let us speeilily 
annihilate them. Just tlien arrived also the tribe 
of Nibhoxi, amounUng to five thousand warriors, 
and headed by Mobelhil, son of Foyadh; and he 
was one of tlic lion-tyraiits at that period of igno- 
rance, moat renowned for liis courage in the field, 
of a most untractable temper, and of harsh man- 
ners. He also came to see tlie Zeead family hung. 
The confuaon of Moofrij increased ; for these allies 
were come at his invitation. But when he liad de- 
tailed every particular of the past events, one of the 
Nibhanians adTanced, Jabir by name — their mighty 
diampion in the dust c£ confuaon, and thdr vor^ 
dous lion. Disgraced are the taba of Mibhan and 
Tey, he cried ; I will Hot dismount from the back 
of this horse till I have slain Omt slave Antax, eaa 
Shedad, and destroyed the tribes of Abs and 
Zeead. And he instantly gidloped away, folloired 
by the tribes of Jadccloh and Nibhan. Moofrij 
collected the remnant of his people, and they set 
out, traversing the plains and the rocks — in all 
about fifteen thousand men, armed with cuu-asses, 
and well accoutred for war. I'rocecding with great 
speed, they overtook the Absians about evening, 
just as tbcy were about to halt, and repose for the 
night; but as the valiant Tcyans drew nigb, the 
Ahsians prepared for battle. What sayest thou, hero 
of war and tumults P add Moofrij to Jabir. Shall 
we attack the Ab^ans with the riving scimitar? 
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Shall we convert tbar joys into sorrows P By so 
means, returned Jalur: the AhrianB form but a 
Bmall party, and we are a numerous army. If we 
assail them by nighl^ we shall be worsted, and ihey 
will have the advantage of us in die en^ragement. 
Our attack would be too confused, and tbua wc 
may fail. My opinion is this: do you take four 
thousand men, and station yourself in ihe deserc. 
cutting off their road.liorae : I will remain with ihe 
rest in tlic rear. As wkhi as mominff damis. Ici ns 
attack tlirni on l)otli i-idos-. Moofrij was convinced 
that Jabii- uu c.\(n:riencod horseman. (Now 
this Jabir "as the Intlivr of Asedoorriiliees, wlio 
had most extraordinary ad\'cnturcs with Aiitar, and 
whose deadly deeds were a warning to llie wise.) 
According to Jabir's du-ections, Moofrij went oft' 
w^ four thousand horsemen, and cut off the com- 
municatitni &om every travell^ and passenger. 
When the Abuans beard the ahouts, and saw the 
Jitter of Bpeate, and the dazzling brightness of.sci- 
initar% they cried out to Anl^r, Now, indeed, is 
ccmfusion let loose upon us. What is your advice 
in this crisis, O Aboolfawaris P the Teyans have 
overtaken us, and you well know tliat their Iiearts 
are cauterized on account of our imited deeds. 
Cousins, replied Antar, this is a conjuncture tliat 
alarms me not ; it does not cause me the smallest 
uoea^ess ; neither is it worth a question. If tlicy 
assault us by night, disgrace and misery will befal 
diem, and we shall have the- advantage of them; 



for a small partv is concealed in the shades of tlit? 
night, partirul.irly when it is mixixl ivith superiiir 
numbers. T observe that they are formed into two 
dmaons, which have separated, aud Prince Mabk. 
One diviuon is gone forward, and the other keeps 
behind. I will expl^ thia to jou, O Prince, said 
Antar. .They fear that we shall run awa; in -the 
m^t, and seek our own country ; for ihey feel cer- 
tmn that we must be greatly embarrassed about 
th«r numbers: but I swear by him wbo in&ses 
li^t into the moon, I will not kt die morning 
dawn before tlus offWbe dedded, and the foe be 
dispersed over the plains and the sand-hillB ; for the 
lA>rd of Heaven has aided me. Direct your com- 
panions tu prepare their warUke instruments, that 
I may show you tile dreadful deeds I will execute 
upon them tliis very nigliL Cousin, said Rcbia, 
■what is your plan? I am resolved, replied Antar, 
to let thera alone until they alight from their horses, 
and tei^l sec'ure in the obsi:iinty of the night : then 
will 1 chiu-jTL- will, you this division in front of us. 
But I am aware, that the shouts will also come 
down upon our rear, and tlmt the troops will rush 
in vast crowds to tlie scene of carnage. Do you, 
however, not be wanting in the engagement, but 
attack them in the hour of contest in small bodies, 
and dash among diem at random. In die onset, 
cry out to your associHtes; but vhm all are mixed 
togedm, be mlent, and mention not " Aba and 
Adnan." Dart forwards into the pitdn, and the 
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road that leads out of this lond^ leaving them to 
cut up each other with theb own sirordB; and be- 
fore die dawn of day tout exedione will have suc- 
ceeded, and numbers of the enemy will be extir- 
pated. ReUa greatly approved of Antar''8 phm, 
which he communicated to his pet^le, dealing 
every one to prepare for the conflict. O Ebe ool* 
Ebyez, cried Amarali, addressing himself to Oor- 
wali, this ia indeed an awful night ! What terrible 
things will happen in the dark (luring this combat ! 
My best plan ivo\ild be to take this opportunity of 
slaying Antar myself, and pierce him with this 
spear; for he will be off his guard in the attack, 
and we wiU say the Teyans slew him. The project 
you suggest, 0 Amarah, is most infamous, said 
Oorwah. Disasters and calamities would be the 
consequences of it ; for if we kill Antar this night, 
the Teyans will not leave one of ub alive. My 
opinion is, tliat we should erert ourselves, and 
aaaiBt him in the slau^ter, so that, we may. de- 
part ui Bafety out of tins hud. When they vkk 
ready f Antar advanced with the troops a UtUe, and 
then halted till the enemy had alighted, and evray 
trembling cowanl felt secure. The night was ex- 
ceedingly dark, and many of them being already 
asleep, sead Antar to Shiboob, I beg that you 
will protect Ibla this night Watch over her in 
the hour of battle ; for I wish to exhibit before her 
exploits, such as ages shall record. Mount her 
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upon one of the noblest steeds, and clothe her in a 
Btniig breaEl>-plate trf steel, such as blades of India 
vill not penetrate. He then hastened to Prince 
Ma3ik; and when they were all assembled, they 
made one universal shout, at which the whole 
country shook. Tliey pointed the barbs of their 
spears: tliey brandished the blades of tlieir scimi- 
tars, and rushed down, in the obsuarity of tlio niglit, 
upon the four thousand, the division under Mool'rij, 
stationed to intercept Oieir retreat. They aimed 
the blow of the sword, and levelled llie penetrating 
spear. Now this division, feeling secure in tlie pro- 
tection of the great army in tlieir rear, had dis- 
mounted, and they were asle^; nather did they 
recover themselves till tfie Absians were already 
among them, with th^ &lchions. Ever}^ one 
sprung up irtxn his sleep, and, gntsfnng bis sword, 

upon- 6aj cme dut vss near him, iearfnl 
Antar: and thus they all promigcuoudy assailed 
each other with their sabres. The shouts and tlie 
commotion increased. The obscurity of night over- 
shadowed tliem. The confusion and agitittion were 
general. Warriors were thrown down, singly and 
in pairs. Jabir, the Nibbanian, heard the shouts 
of the horsemen. Greatly dismayed, ho turned 
towards Mohelliil, and said, Verily the Absians 
have acted like lieroes : they have boldly marched 
into horrors and calamities. If we attack them, to 
aid our friends, we shall unavoidably faU; but if 
we abandon them, the Abdans will destroy them, 
and escape out of our land in safety. Away with 
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Buch diBcouTBC, exd^med Mohclhil : assault the foe 
mih me, that we may anmliilate them to the last. 
So they all ruslied towards the division under 
Moofrij, and cut down the foe with their swords. 
In a moment all were involved in the black dust 
The tumult redoubled. Skulls were clipped off 
from bodies like reeds. Cowards fled : the brave 
stood linn. Witr ra^ed with loot and leg. Heads 
and hair tin ned gray. Shame fell up<m the weak- 
hearted : the noble in soul were undaunted. Heads 
and trunks were heaped up together. The sword 
decided the fate of heroes : it was impartial in its 
judgments, and never unjust. Blows fell at ran- 
dom. Warriors were hurled down, and trampled 
on. What was once hidden and concealed, now 
became public laves were torn B.vay promis- 
ouously. The King of Death grsEiped BOid^ and 
nera failed. But Antar exposed himself to every 
peril, for he knew Ibia was looking at him. He 
exlubited horrors and wonders. He cut through 
the horsemen : he strcwtd the troops : and thus he 
continued till midnight, when he conducted away 
the Absians to the open desert ; and there tlie 
slaughter was carried on between tlie tiio armies 
dll the dawn of day, and tlie victors became distin- 
guished from the vanquished. Tlie Teyans now 
looked round, and observed that they were con- 
tending with each otlier, whilst ilie Absians were 
standing apart in the plain. Now the loss of the 
Teyans during that night amounted to nine 



48 MOOPRM CHAII-INCE* TRB ABIIAHI> 



thousand, who had drunk of the cup of death : of 
the Ahsians there were only twenty slain. Amarah 
had been trodden down under the horses' feet, and 
his ribs were broken. Rebia was severely wounded. 
Tliey were now about to dismount, when lo ! Selma, 
the mother of Yaehid, appeared on the field of 
battle, and excliumed. Disgraced for ever are the 
Teyans by the hand of this hhck slave. She was 
quite frantic. Moofrij rode uj) tu her, having first 
dionged his horse, and put on his coat of mail and 
cuirass. Turn back, my aunt, he cried, I irill 
accompliah your mshes. I ^iSi soon bring you this 
Antar, bound as a priBoner. I vill destmy the 
vbde tribe of Abs, and the family of Zeead; for 
this day my flame buruB fiercer ihmi yours, and my 
Ghame is greater than yours ; andif I donot anni- 
hilate them all with the blade of my sword, let die 
Arabs blush for me in every land. Thus he in^ 
duced Selma to retreat from the scene of engage- 
ment; and driving his own horse among the troops, 
gaUoping and riding about to and fro, he exclaimed. 
Never, O Absians, never did there happen between 
man and man the like of what has occurred between 
you and us ihese two nights. Rut the past is past. 
It is now the light of day : now shall tlie dust cover 
the plains, and the skill of noble warriors be mani- 
fested in the contest; for it is the custom of Ajrabs 
to act fmriy— such is (he characteristic of the brave. 
Come on ^en— on to the battle— on to the blow 
of the sword and the thrust the spear, that I may 
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make ye drink of the cup of death and perdi&ni. 
But let DO one dare to oppose me, if not of equal 
rank; and when the nohle horsemen are satiE^ed 
with (ighUng, then let the vile slaves contend; and 
Moofrij intended that Ajitar should hear him, as 
he thus continued : 

" If I do not demand my due and debt with the 
" blow of the sword and the Redeinian lance, may I 
" never be secure from the nocturnal catastrophes ! 
" May sleep never visit my eyelids ! Ye have 
" known the deeds that have raisi'd diis war be- 
" twe^ me and you, sons of Adnan ; and if I do 
" not appease myself among you, never may I be 
" called ennobled in my parents ! Here I stand; 
" and in my hand is a polished -bladed one and a 
" bloody double-edged one, with which I will ex- 
" terminate your horsemen in open £ght, when the 
" coward gnaws bis two hands in agony." 

An far heard his addresE, and well he understood 
his views and meaning. And as he was stopping 
by the side of Ibla, soothing her heart, and inqiuring 
how she felt, Cousin, s^d she, I feel no disquietude 
or uneasiness as long as you are alivr. At these 
words, Antar sprung from liis Iiorse on tlie ground. 
He stripped off liis armour and steel, so that he 
remiuncd in his ordinary dress, witli short sleeves, 
his head uncovered, and barefoot. Again he vaulted 
on the back of Abjer, and bellowed at Moofrij like 
the most ferodous lion: Q.hou coward, wouldst 
shame me with thy decdt and artful speech? thou 
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and all thy race are of the game stamp. Are ye 
indeed men of such lugh digmtjr and honour 7 But 
mark how fiiunerous ye aie, and we how few. We, 
hower^, hare comnutted our lives to the chances 
of war and carnage. What ib, is. Here are yoa 
and I in the plain of commotion ; you clothed in 
Bteel, and I m mv simple garments. Exhibit vnur 
prowess to tlie multitude, iuid vour powers before 
these noble warriors. Antar niphed at Mootn| ; 
and, as he galloped about, lie tluis luJihv.ssi il him : 
"When my adversary chiiriic- luc Kuh a <k'l!t, 
" I discharge the debt with nn liuikiiiKni lance. 
" The eiJge of the sword mnkcs .-ill cvi'ii. ^iid it 
" shall justlv deeide between iiie and vou. 1 am 
" exalted by my scimitar and my spear to the suli- 
" Umity of the shooting stars and the two Bears. 
" Wretdies ! ye are ignorant ot' my might, but the 
inhalntonts of the two hemispheres know it. The 
** band of lime has not amuhilated my force, and 
fingers of age have not been extended agdnst 
" me. Hot many hon^en, laid low by my swords 
" r«nain with begiimed cheeks, and hands steeped 
" in gore, whilst the eagles of death hover round 
" them, and the ravens crowd about tlicm. I hum- 
" ble the fugitives in terror of my battle, and I 
" force the Edm-s from both their eyes. How then 
" shall I sleep uiuevengcd, whilst my sword is 
" sharp-poiiitL'il, and its double eilge is bloody, 
" with whicli 1 will extirpate all your horsemen, 
" and quench my fury, and gladden my ^es 



Having concluded, he inimediately dashed at 
Moofrij, like a wild lion, or an outrageous hyiena. 
Moofrij received him, and imagined he had him 
within his grasp. The two heroes encountered each 
other hke two mountains ; but after a conflict of 
two hours, the powers of Moofrij were enervated 
by fatigue: lie flagged and failed — disgrace suc- 
ceeded to glory ; and wiiilst he was contending 
with Antar, he turned towards the Teyans, signi- 
fying to them to fall upon Antar bodily, and rescue 
him from death. Antar, perceiving his situation, 
pressed upon liim : lie clung to him, and cut off 
all retreat, till slirrup grated stirrup. He at length 
gra.sped Dhami, and aimed at Moofrij between the 
eyes. Ho received the blow on liis shield ; but the 
scimitar hewed it in two, and also his helmet; it 
continued its sway till it issued out between big 
Ihighs, through the horse's belly, even to the 
ground. The whole mass was thus cleft into finir 
portions; and as Antar marlfed the effect of the 
blow, he esclaimed, O by Abs, O by Adnan I I am 
ever the lover of Ibla. The Absians were perfectly 
astounded at the vastncss of his strength, and there 
was not one but rejoiced and congratulated himself. 
But horror struck into the hearts of the Teyans; 
and just as they were about to make one united 
effort against Antar, Jabir, the Nibhanian leader, 
prevented them, saying, Cousins, if ye attack this 
diemon at once, ye will be worsted ; for if he he 
not slain, all our hopes will be frustrated. He will 



infuse terror and consternation into your souls, and 
thus will his impetuosity be roused to mightier 
deeds. But I have discovered a mode of attaeking 
that no one else has perceived. I am certain that 
I can overwhelm him ivitli eviln. Now ivill I assail 
lum, and make him quaff the draught of perdition, 
and I mil make Ibia one of my slave ^rls. Thus 
saying, he sprung forward in quest of Antar, fierce 
as the fiercest lion, and completely immersed in 
steel, and a wcll-rivctcd coat of mail ; and as he 
approached, he thus addressed him: Come on — 
now for my battle ! Away — away with thy con- 
c&t, thou foul Arab ! base is the tribe that has ad- 
mitted thee, and deservedly disgraced, Silence ! 
cried Antar. May thy moUier lose thee ! may thy 
family forfeit tliee ! All thou hast uttered about 
thyself U false— vain babbhii^ oi llic i.,„<r,iL., am! 
alffiurdity. I acknowledge no Kink, no dignity, but 
this cleaving scimitar, and this [wnetrating spear; 
and he who . boasts, saying my father was such a 
me, my grandiather such a one — all empty words 
— all idle nonsense. And if (hoa hast any doubts 
on the subject, invoke thy father and thy, pro- 
genitors, that they msf all come and deUver thee 
from my presence. Antar stunmed up all in these 
verses: 

" I am a slave, and low in rank ; but my sword 
" shall gain me honour and respect; a sword — 

when I wield it on the days of battle, the necks 
" of the Arab duet^tuns bow down to it." 



And he fell upon Jahir like a column of clouds. 
TliL'y coyinienced tlie contest \iitli the utmost furv, 
forcing down draughts cff sudden death, so ihat 
every one present was in utter astonishment. For 
tno hours they perasted in the fnghttul combal^ 
till fa^ue fell on Jal»r^s arins : he slackeaed in his 
effints, for he poxaved in Antar vhat was not in 
hiniseir. Antar, aware of his condttioii, grasped 
him, and clung to him, and cut off all means of 
escape. He pierced him through the chest mth 
his spear, and made the barb issue out at his back. 
Jalnr fell down dead, weltering in his blood. Come 
on ag^nst this vile black, make him drink of the 
cup of infamy, exclaimed Mohelliil, as he ol)served 
tlie fate of Moofi'ij imd Jabir. So the Teyans 
poured down upon Antar from all quarters. Uut 
Antar, stiil in bis coiunion clothing, met tliem like 
a voracious lion. Prince Malik iiuiv joined liie con- 
flict. Horsemen encountered hursentcn, and heroes 
haioes. The brave were hurled to tlie ground. 
Sword and spear p^yed round lieads and bodies: 
and there ensued an engagement ages will record. 
They ccaitinaed plundering souls from bodies, until 
it was almost dark; when an immense number of 
the Teyans and Nibhanians haag slain, the rest 
took to flight, pursued by Antar and his friends, 
till, having driven tlicui out of thai land, they 
returned for their scattered horses and dispersed 
amis: and when they had collected every thing, 
they sought their own tents, like the lions of the 



forest, preceded by Antar, like the judas-flowcr. 
Ibia rejoiced in his pruuess and intrepidity, and 
smiled : and, as Antar saw lier smile. Daughter of 
my uncle, said he, are you smiling at what you saw 
me peifbrm this day in the carnage and the com- 
bat P By the iaith of an Axah, she rephed, my 
nght iras bevildered at your daught^ among these 
vtettsbea. Her words descended into Iub heart 
sweeter than the purest water to the thirsly epirit 
And aa he told her all he had done among the 
Teyana, he thus added : 

" 0 Ibla, if the shades of the Bable battle-dust 
" nmceal from thee my achievements on the day of 
*' ccaiflictB, arise and ask my Abjer if I ever let liim 
" chaise but at the armies like the gloomy night. 
" Ask my sword of me, if I ever smote with it on 
" the dreadful day but the skulls of Kings. Ask 
" my lance of me, if ever I llirust witli it but at 
" the panoplied hero between the throat and the 
" under jaw, I steep my sword, I steep my spear 
" m streams : I practise patience, apd fear not hell 
" itself. How many of my blows with the swoid- 
" edge hare bem cLeavhig blows 1 How many are 
" the spear-thru sta of which my saddle4ww and 
" my hip-bone hare complained ! And were there 
" not one at whose power even Kings tremble, I 
" would make the vault of the firmament the back 
" of a horse." 

Ibla was greatly delighted at this description, 
and thanked him for lus address and Iub actioBB. 
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The same did Prince Malik and others, except 
Malik, Ibla's father, and fiebia and Amarah, and 
the fainily of Zeead, for their galls and their hearts 
were bursting with rnge. After this they all retired 
to thdr tents, and, having eaten tlioir dinner, tlieir 
eyes sought repose. But Antar mounted his horse, 
and was about to keep the nigbt-watth. What, 
said Prince Malik, will yoii keep the watch, and 
shall we sleep, fatigued as you must be from the 
labours of the baLtle? Let uie relieve you; at 
least, I Mill L-ike my turn of (Uity, No, by the 
faith of a nobln Arab, mcd Aular, masters must 
not serve their slaves. Wlien Rebia observed Prince 
Malik riding with Antar, he also mounted, and 
Mahk, son of Carad, and many other warriors, 
quitted their tents likewise; but, as tliey roamed 
about, Antar's enemies remuned in one party to- 
gether. The night was calm : and, as they were 
abuang Antar as usual. Sons of my uncle, said 
Ibla's father, these imprecations do not ease my 
pun ; for though this slave is an ignoble wretch, 
yet the Lord of Heaven favours him— and he 
whom the God of Heaven protects is protected 
against all human power. All my exertions and 
efforts have fmled, and I am melted even as lead is 
melted, for I cannot deliver myself from the clutches 
of this black slave; all my contrivances for his de- 
struction Tevert on myself; his fortituile and elo- 
quence only increase, and the Lord of Heaven fa- 
vours lum. For my part, said Amarah, my ears 



have no pleanure in Antar's poetry; there is no 
harmcmy whatever in it. Hold ! 0 Amarah, cried 
Oornrah, you speak foully and falsely. Mo one in 
the wliolc tribe of Abs and Adnan will agree with 
you on that point; for tlicrc is not an indindual in 
all our tribes, no, not even in the tnbes of Cahtan, 
more fluent in his discourses than Antar — none 
whose heart and spirit are firmer in the field of 
battle. I do not apeak thus of him from my love 
towards him; but let the truth be spoken. Did 
you not mark llie nabli: Anlar an Ins lotiirn from 
the conflict imd die carnaf;f, \\\uc\i lie described m 
such bcaiitifu! rlivmcF, sayiTlij, Were I not atraid 
" of die puiver of Goil, 1 would make tlie vault (it 
" die finn;iinent die back of a liorsc Ah ! said 
Ibla's fatliur, I have not an eye that can bear to 
look at that black skiFe; neither vnR I dwell in the 
land where he dwells. I mil wait patiently till we 
quit tliis country and these sand-hills; bu^ when 
we reach home, I will carry away my daughter, 
and fly . during the night in quest of some one that 
may protect me from this vile black : I will be ho- 
noured among strangers, but not live di^aced 
among my family and connexions. By God, ex- 
claimed Rebia, I will not permit you to emigrate ; 
I will not Kubmit to such a separation : but I will 
g^ve you a hint — profit by it, and you will succeed 
in your expectations, and all your wishes will be 
accompli^ed; never will you again be annoyed 
about Antar aor any one else. Let not your eue- 
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mies exult in your emigration and departure, nor 
fill their hearts with joy. Oh ! do advise me, my 
friend Rebifl, cried Malilf, in this troiiblesome 
affair, that I may not be browbeaten and bulUed. 
Be quiet, said Rebia, till we reach our own country. 
IntiwduM yourself to Prince Shas, son of King 
Zobeir, and demand his protection : tell him all 
your grievances, and surrender your daughter to 
him, Baying, 0 Prince, my daughter is your hand- 
maiden, I beg that she may live under your pro- 
tection; marry her to whomsoever you please, but 
let not that foul slave, Antiir, covet her. Thus 
will your daughter remain with the illustrious Shas, 
secure fr,)iu every act of violence, ivhilst we will 
delibei-iiU' iiliout slayinj; Aiitar. We will expose 
liim to perils, and make liim drink of the cup of 
dangers: y<ni "ill nut .■ice iiiiti return for ;i length 
of time. TIhis thc^y continued \n con vers:, lion till 
midnight, «hen th.-y rcturni..ii to their tents; and, 
having tir^^t divided the spoil, lli(.'y mounted their 
horses and departed, traversing plains and deserts 
until the day shone over them, when, lo ! a dust 
arose in thdr rear and darkened the whole land. 
Speedily- it advanced, and the wild beasts fled be- 
fore it ; the black cdunm iqipeared like- a mass of 
douds. Sdniitars glittered, the spear-barbs sptLT- 
kled, and shouts shook the moimtiuns and the val- 
leys. These, Aey cried, are the Teyans; Xbej are 
coming upon us from thdr hordes— horse and foot 
have overtaken us. And all were terrified, expect- 
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inj; ilpath antJ dpstniction. Be of gooci cheer, cried 

figured witli dismay; fear nut thar numbers; be 
not alarmed at the glittering of swords or the 
sparkling of spears; I alone will meet this no. 
ineroua host, were they eren double tbdr numbers : 
do ye only protect my rear. Antar galli^ied to- 
wards the dust, to Uanx what occa«oned it, fid- 
loved by Prince Malik and the tribes of Abs and 
Carad ; but the horsemen of Zcead stayed be- 
hind with Amarah, Uebia, and Malik, Iblas lather. 
This was the leyan armv, licad«l by King Mal- 
jem, son of Handalah, and bis brodn^r thti Hlood- 
drinltcr: for M.«.in]. wlicii be liad l.iken Rebia 
and his comrades prisoners, ticnt to tliuse warriors 
to come and assist at tlic execution of ihc family 
of Zeead ; and they no sooner received the glad 
tidings, than they assembled their troojia and has- 
tened to take vengeance on the family of Zeead : 
but when th^ reached the country of Moofnj, and 
saw notlung but dead bodies strewed about, broken 
q>ears, and shattered aQmitars, they halted in the 
greatest oonstematioD, Shordy arrived the fu^tiveSf 
with MohelhU, routed and diBpersed. KingMsJjem 
having questioned them as to what bad hiqipened, 
Mohelhil imparted to liim all that had occurred 
with Antar, who had already slain Mot^j and 
Jabir, and scattered their troops over the rocks and 
the plains. Indeed! cried Maljem: you have 
clothed UB with dishonour, and disgraced us in 



every quarter of Arabia, by your flight before Uiat 
boKG-born slave. Wiicii lie liad collected the rem- 
nant of tlie disco 111 li ted army, after a halt of two 
hours, he mounted, and set out wiili a force of 
twenty thousand horsemen, who travelled with the 
utmost speed till they overtook tiie Absians, as ve 
hare already stated, at a spot wliich hi^ipened to 
be the last of the Cabtanian territory and the first 
of the land of Adnan ; and, as soon as they beheld 
the Absians, they encompassed tliem on every ade. 
'I'he Absians were temiicd at the Right of their vast 
numbers, and at the bnlhancy of dieir steel armour 
and coats of mad. O Mahk. said Oorwali to Ibla's 
father, venly wo have fallen into a moat perilous 
situation ; Antar is our only resource, in order to 
avoid death and perdition, ^ ou are right, replied 
he, much af^Ltatcd and in f;reat disorder ; take ray 
advice and rlv. otherwise wc musi drink of the cup 
of annihilation. If you resolve on flight, observed 
Oorwah, the first captive will be your daughter 
Ibla. Let her alone, continued Malik, let her be 
captured, provided diat vile slave do not possess 
ber. At any rate, said Relna, we must wait awhile, 
till these horsemen come nearer to ua; and, when 
the dust arises on all sides, iet us pve the xtana to 
our steeds, and cry oat. Fly, Abaans, % ! and let 
us thai scatter ourselves over the desert. Those 
who j<Aa UB irill be our excuse, and those who r&- 
maiii behind will be slain and buried in the sand. 
No (me will ever survive to bring any accusation 



ngiiinst us: wf, on the contrary, shall appear to 
liavo toiiglit ^^itll our friends, bjiA he Kcciiro from 
blame and reproach. I am convinced Antar will 
never abandon his beloved Iblii or lly, so vast is his 
intrejndity and pride— he will fip;ht till the foe 
sever hia faea^ Malik, son of King Zohcir, will 
not ibllow us, so that death and deslructioQ mufit 
overwhelm him. To this (hey all assented ; and, 
with this vile nefarious project, they resolved on 
flight. But Antar received the twenty thousand 
as the parclied land tlie first of the rain — his heart 
harder than stone, and liis soul more impetuous 
than the waves of ilie sea when it roars. He pene- 
trated the thick dust with blows irresistible and 
thrusts more rapid than the twinkling of the eye, 
followed by tlie liors.'meu of Ahs iiiii! Carad, under 
Prince Malik, wlu>,^ p<niri)ig down reht-miMitiy 

with Antar: they imitated liis deeds, aud made 
the foe drink of the cup of death and perdition. 
In less than an hour, Antar checked the progress 
of the hosUle tribe, and their van was driven back 
upon their rear. They roared out at Antar from 
a distance, but ventured not to approach the spot 
wherehefou^t. Antarcutthrough them, although 
th«r numbers were great and their force immense. 
Xbla screamed out to him in a loud v<nce, fat she 
&«mbled in excess of fear. Sluboob moved round 
her, and protected her with his arrows. But as 
soon as Antar heard Ibla's vcdce and cries, in order 
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to reUeve her mind of the foe, he dashed into the 
midst of the trot^ and annies, and plied his whole 
force among them. In the mean time Rebia, Ama- 

rah, and the family of Zeead lialted till the dust 
tliickoncd, when tlioy gave the reins to their steeds 
and fled, excluiiiiing, Flj, Abaians, fly ! But they 
liad not proceeded far when a dust arose in front 
of them that obscured llie whole country. Let us 
wheel to the left, eried Oonvali, that we may escape 
death and destruction. At tlio word, they turned 
their horses' heads and guJlop^^d to the left ; but, 
before tiiey had advanced any distance, another 
dust arose in front. Whither can we now fly ? 
escl.iimed Oorwah : the enemy has cut oft' every 
road atid communication in tliis desert and wild. 
They drew up and baited, eagerly staring round 
tbem. At last the dust cleared away, and there ap- 
peared horsemen of a swarthy complexion, mounted 
on chargers swifter than antelopes; every one ex- 
claiming, 0 by Abs ! O by Adnau ! At tliese 
shouts their souls revived ; they hastened forwards 
and saluted them, and related all tlie liorrors tiiey 
had endured from the Teyans. Overtake Prince 
Malik and Antar, they cried in conclusion, for they 
are combating twenty thousand lion-irai-riors, and 
are almost overpowered and destroyed. Upon this 
the horsemen rode on at full speed towards the 
field of contenlion, and, rushing upon the Teyans, 
they slioutcid, O by Abs! O by Adnan! Antar 
was at that moment nearly exhausted; he waa 
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covered witb wounds, and hiR conrage cooled : for 
be had rescued Ibia from captiyi^ seven times, and 
had overthrown the heroes around her : he had also 
driven back the enemy £ve times from Prince Malik, 
now rushing to the right, now to the left, whilst the 
Teyons wheeled in whichever direcUon he moved. 
At this critical juncture arrived llie Absians, as we 
have stated, and attacked the enemy, as we have 
described. 

When Anliir departed to acconipUsh Iblii's de- 
liverance, whli rrliice Mdlk, King Zulieir was at- 
tending a niarriiigi'-IWiht witli tlie Iribe of Faxarnh ; 
and upon liis roturn, Clir^c days after, he inquired 
for Antar and his son, but was told they had set 
oiit for the land of Tey. Bein^ greatly alarmed 
for them both, he. instantly sent fat his son Sbas. 
Know, my son, said he, that your brother Malik is 
gone with Antar agmnst the Teyans ; and I am in 
fears about them, bang aware of the great power 
of King 2kfa1jem, son of Handala, end his brother, 
the Blood-drinker. I wish that you and jour 
brother Ctus would mount, wilh two thousand 
horsemen, and overtake them. Beturn not with- 
.out them. Shaa obeyed his fiither's orders, and 
marched on tiU he came up with them in the field 
of carnage. 

Now Anfar's ]x)wcrs expanded. He dismounted 
from Abjer, wliu was uiucli fatigued at the dread- 
ful scenes he had endured. He mounted another, 
and asstuled the enemy with the impetuosity of a 
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lion ; and in the fui; of his assauU he overtiirew 
heroes, and plunged diem into misery and diEgrace : 
he hewed off joints and arms, and cut through the 
troops, right and left. The deeds of the j^baans 
would have tumeil infants gray. King Maljem 
and his brother halted upon a high sand-hill, taking 
no part in the contest, but waiting to receive Antar 
and the Jilisians cnplives; ivlicn lo! they o!i- 
Bcrved their own army staffi^'ijring, and tlic Absiaiis 
making their way tliniugii tlicm ; anil blood floiving 
over the land, and the steadiest hearts quaking, and 
their horses stumbling over carcases, and warriors 
hurled to tlie ground, and the bravest wounded. 
IiiBtantly King Maljem and the Blood-drinker 
darted forward, ^ eagedj wdered tfadr troops 
to renew the conflict, and to faree back the fu^^ves 
to the combaL Thus was Maljem engaged in the 
terrors of war, and in the thidcest of the B^t, when 
a bellow, like a peal of thunder, echoed behind him. 
He quickly turned round, and behohl it was Antar ! 
Foam issued from the corners of his hps as he over- 
threw the heroes, right and lefl. Majiem was hor- 
ror-struck at his yeh. and the immensity of his 
form : but Antar rushed upon him in tms state of 
terror, and pierced him with nis spear tiiroLisrii tlie 
thigh, forcing it even into i.ne niiH in jiih sieeii. 
Maljem nearly draiiK iii tiie enti oi aniniiii.'ition : 
but, urged by the 

neck of liis horse, and fled. Antar then roared out 
at his brother; and as he was about to jnerce him 
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also, he fled, and foUowed Maljem. The troops 
eooD iimtated tbdr leaders, and the standards and 
ensigns were reversed. Antar and the Abaians fu- 
riously pursued them, til! they had driven them 
out of that land ; when tliey returned for the dis- 
persed cattle and scatter»!d arms; and having col- 
lected the spoil, they halted, and congratulated each 
other on their safety. But Antar searched for his 
friend, Prince Mahk, whom he at last found, but 
covered widi wounds. He sootlicd his anguish, and 
calmed his heart with encouraging expressions ; and 
turning towards Slias and Cais, he conipUmented 
and thanked them for their timely appearance, ex- 
tolling them and thnr father, King Zohdr. Ctus 
Rmiled upon him, andfelidtated Um on Im escape; 
thus captivating Antar^s whole mind and heart. 
Shas, OQ the contrary, lec^ved him haughtily, and 
with the harshest severity and most ovErbearing 
pride, exclaiming. Welcome, thou son of Zebeeba t 
When they had reposud and eaten, Kcbia inquired 
of Silas tlie cause of liis coming ; wlio gave an ex- 
planation of all tliat liiid pnssed wltli his father on 
the subject The next day, Shas, Malik, Cais, and 
Anlar, with the whole army, marched forward, 
preceded by their immense plunder, the united pro- 
perty of three large tribes; and after three days 
muruhiiig, thi:v nppriaciied tlitir own country. As 
soon aii\h,.j"lwU^d for Uic night. Malik, Ibla's 
father, and his son Amroo, repaired to llio tents of 
Prince Shas. Malik cast himself at his feet, and 
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kissed his liancL What is the matt^, 0 M&likP 
sud ShaE. O my lord, cried MaHk, jrou have in- - 
deed done us the greatest of favours ; and you have 
exposed yourself to imminent perils on our account : 
but now I implore you, my lord, graciously to be- 
stow on us your protecdon. Keep ofF this vile black 
from my daughter : take her to your own dwelling 
when we reach hwne, and make her serve you as 
your slave ; only suffer not this base-bom to dis- 
honour me in my daughter. It is true, my lord, 
his repufation is great, and his friends are nu- 
merous ; and I am quite worn out by his attentions 
and importunities. His object is to espouse my 
dau^ter, and our enemies already esult in my 
shame and disgrace^ I throw myself on you, my 
lord, and I conugn my a^rs entirely over to you : 
for jou alcme are able to asuEt me, Mid protect my 
daugh^Esr. Tell me whether you mil do-so or not ! 
£ith« take my hand, or I will turn my face to the 
wilds and the deserts, and go down to one of the 
Arab princes, and demand protection of him ; where 
I may become at least a respected guest, far from 
my own country. Shas pitied his distress: he en- 
deavoured to sootiie and calm liim, sayuig, I will 
keep tliis black slave away from you : verily he 
sliiil] be prohibited from any intercourse mlh your 
dauf;htcr, or I will make hini drink oi tlie cup 
of perdition. Thus Shas, having quieted Malik's 
mind, and dismis^ng him, sent for Antar; who no 
sooner appeared, than Shas abruptly commenced 
VOL. tt. F 
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by saying, Eoow, O son of Zebeeba, outrage ev» 
ends ill; and he who covets wbnt is not bis by 
right, is an oppressor and a tyrant. Your uncle 
Malik was with me just now, and complained to 
me of hia atuation. I have granted to iiiiii my 
special protection, and liis daiif;litt:r Ibla will hence- 
forward live in my family, and with my wife. Her 
enemies will be mine, and I warn you that you 
must no more frequent her society : no more must 
you talk of your marriage with her, either in pri- 
vate at in public; otherwise ia no land will ymi 
have a more decided enemy than mysdf. I have 
heard you say a thousand times that you will never 
submit to disgrace or in&my; but now you are 
witdn^y dishonouring yourself by a worldly lust 
after women. Do you indeed say, exclaimed Antar, 
whilst the tears started into his eyes, and he nghed 
from hb sorrowing heart, do you indeed say that I 
am (^honoured by reason of my worldly desires? 
God forbid ! Indeed, though love and affecdoa 
thus overwhelm me in disgrace, it is ray uncle liim- 
sdf that has excited my passion ; for when she is a 
prisoner, he urges me to liberate her, and I expose 
iny life to perils for her sake : but when liis daughter 
is safe in his tent, he calls ine a slave, and the son 
of a slave-woman. Antar's eyes flashed fire, and 
he quitted the presence of Shas; but he conquered 
Ins feeUngs till he came to his friend, Prince Malik, 
to whom he related all that had lately passed with 
Shas. O Abool&waris, said he, greatly distressed, 
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let not yonr bosom be nutated — let not your 
thou^ts grieve you : for 1^ him who created man 
and tlungB, 1 will carry off Ibla for you, were I 
even to be slain in the attempt I will accomplish 
your wishes. 'Wait patiently till we reach the pre- 
sence of my father, nnd you shall see what I wii] 
do to your enemies. I will so act that you shall 
enjoy supreme authority over them all, high and 
low. Antar blessed him, and thanked him. Re- 
tiring, he waited til! it was dark ; when he said to 
his brother Sliihoob, Son of a black, walk my horse 
Abjer into the open plain, that he may breathe 
freely, and recover from the fatigue of battles and 
conflicts ; for I can no longer remain with this das- 
tardly tribe. Wliat has happened, asked Shiboob, 
that you are gmng to quit your country and family 
in such a huny f Ay, cried Antar, as soon as we 
lea^ bavae, Prince Malik is resolved on taking my 
part ; but Shas will never resign his hatred towards 
me. Tlins dbturbances will arise among the tribe, 
and this unhappy business will be productive of 
dissennons : so that the noble Arabs will say of me, 
that Antar was the cause of troubles and divisons 
among the tribe. Now I do not wish to load Prince 
Malik with my distreraes, which are indeed into- 
lerable; for he is interested about me in every 
trouble and adversity : it is my wish to cure my 
own disease with my own medicine, and not let my 
enemies triumph over me. I will establish myself 
at Mecca, near the ixAy shrine ; and there will I 
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make my complaints to the Lord of mankind, in 
order that his supreme decrees may succour mc, 
whether death assail me, or fortune relieve nie. 
Do so, my brother, said Slnboob; wait patiently 
for Ibla, and comfort yourself. Yes, continued 
Antar ; for as long as she resides in the habitation 
of lier father and motlier, my heart is at ease about 
her: but should her father listen to the addresses 
of any otlier person, tlien shall the Arabs leam 
what I will do : they shall see who is the most 
powerful. I will slay him, were he even in the 
chambers of Chosroe, or the Roman Emperor, or 
under the protection of the Kings of the tribe of 
Asfar. Not a qian would I leave aUve among 
them. 

SMboob Mowed Iub directions. He kd out 
Abj«r, and, qiutdng the tenta, walked him about 
among the sands and wastes, till the renowned 
Antar joined Imn; and when it was quite dark, 
he mounted his steed and departed, preceded by 
Shiboob. They traversed plains and deserts; and, 
as they travelled on, Antar reflected on the fright- 
fill adventures he had encountered, and the dread- 
ful scenes he had endured on accoonl of Ibla, Still 
his ambitious passion was not assuaged, nor was his 
disorder, the result of his love, appeased : and tlms 
he spoke : 

" If, 0 tear, thou canst not relieve me in my 
" sorrow, perhaps thou mayst quench the flame 
" that consumes me. 0 heart, if thou wilt not wfdt 



" paliently for a meeting, die then the death of a 
" woe-begone, 'wandering stranger. How long must 
" I defy tlie evils of fortune, and encounter the 
" vicissitudes of iiiglit with the Indian blade ! I 
" serve a tribe, wliusf liearts are the reverse of 
" what tliey exhibit in their fondness for me. I 
" am, in the field, the piince their tribe ; but, the 
" battle cmx', I am more des}Hsed than a elave. 
" Oh that I could annihilate this auction of a 
" lover ! How it humiliates me ! It agoiuzes my 
" heart ; it enfeebles my courage. But I will soon 
" seek the sacred shrine, and cnrnplun of my iB- 
" usage to the Judge against whose decrees there 
" lies no appeal. I will renounce the days when 
" my tears deceived me, and I ^vill aid the widowed 
" and plaintive dove. On thee, O daughter of Ma- 
" lilt, be the peace of God ! the bles^ng of a sor- 
" rowing, heart-grieved lover ! T will depart, but 
" my soul is firm in its love for thee. Have pity, 
" then, on the cauterized heart of one far away. 
" Soon will uiy Irllw remember me when the horse 
" advance — every noble warrior trampling and 
" stamping over them. Then, O daughter of Ma- 
" lik, win agony be phmily evident, when the coward 
" gnaws his hands in death.^ 

Having fimshed his verses, Antar pursued his 
way with Shiboob, travdUng day and night, until 
they approached the land of Mecca. Ours, my 
brother, siud Shiboob, is a Angular history ; equally 
so is our journey into this country, for we have seen 



no one. Forward, O Ebc Reali, cried Antar, for 
liitliLTto V.C liave iiuvcr seen any one but tliat lias 
brouglit evii upon us; and truly I am harassed 
wiili encountering disasters, and my heart is dis- 
gusted at fighting. And Antar quoted these two 
couplets :. " Helirc within yourself, and be familiar 
" with solitude: when jou are alone, you are in 
" tbe.right road. Wild beasts are tamed by gentle 
" treatment, but men are never to be induced to 
" abandon their iniquities.^ Hehad scarcely finished 
Oiesc lines, when he distinguished a scream through 
the calmness of the night. O Arabs, look ! is there 
not a human being in this desert who will hearken 
to my cry, who will observe the respect due to rank 
and noble birth? Will no one deliver my virgin 
daughters from the miai;ries of captivity and in- 
famy ? Alas, O disgrace ! Alas, no aid, no succour ! 
Such was die cry ; and thus a voice continued : 

" Flow and stream, O eyes, in copious tears for 
"the damsels, bereft of all as^tancc, 'friendless, 
" dishonoured in the desert. Mounted on tall 
" mels, they mourn for such iniquitous barbarity in 
" the lonely waste. The old man, woimded, lies in 
" the last agony, and his sons have beeui robbed of 
" thrar lives by the calamitous spear. Thrir mo- 
" thcr in her distress breathes in fire, and in the 
" madness of her passion calls on instant death! 
" O ye travellers by night under the veiled dark- 

ness, perhaps there is a hero among ye who can 
** show himself a lion-warrior, and whose thrust in 
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" the battle-day under die black clouds of dust 
" may asast us agtunBt the foe before die pangs of 
" death arrive and thus obtain a noble levacd finm 
" the eternal God." 

As AntKT heard this, the Same in his heart blazed 
afresh. Alas, my brotlier, said he, this must be an 
oppressed female. Her enemies have slain her sons, 
have made her daugliters captive, and have led her 
to become a prey to her own anguisli. I am re- 
solved instantly to find out this wronged lady, and 
perhaps llie God of Heaven will take vengeance on 
those who have wronged me. Thus saying, he 
slackened his bridle, and galloped over the country 
in the ilirEction of the spot whence issued the voice, 
O mourner ! O woman of tears and woe ! he cried, 
tell me if any one has injured thee — that I may 
come to thy aid. Alas 1 replied the woman, whilst 
she wept from joy that some one had answered to 
her cry, By the Lord of Heaven, a horseman of 
the desert baa insulted me; he has hurled at me 
the shafts of sorrow ; he has slain my three sons, 
taken captive my three daughter^ and has wounded 
my husband As-hnth, the son of Obad. It is now 
hree days and three nights that I am calling out 
in this inde desert, hut no one lias come to succour 
me — no one to intercede for me — no one has even 
vouchsafed me an answer, but thou, 0 Chief of the 
Arabs. If thou art a man of noble spirit, deliver 
me from this calamity. Of what tribe art thou ? 
exd^med Antar. I am of the noble race of Ken- 
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deh, slie replied. This yeai a &tiune viated our 
lands; so we enugrated, in order to go down to the 
country of Harith, where we have a daughter mar- 
ried. It was our intention to settle there : but a 
warrior, called Sudani, !;on of Salheb, attacked us 
with forty horsemen of the plundering Arabs in 
this wild. They slew ray tlirce sons, and my three 
daughters they took prisoners, and wounded my 
husband As-hath. They are now about to convey 
us to the mountains of Toweilw, there to sell us as 
slaves. Take care of tliose women, siiid Antar to 
Shiboob ; assist them down from the backs of the 
camels, whilst I go and look out for tliose vile 
wretches wlio liavc done tliis foul deed. Thus 
saying, he urged on Alijer; and it was just at the 
first dawning of day, when he distinguished some 
horsemen edvandng from the centre of the desert, 
beaded by Sudani, like a ferocious lion, who thus 
exdumed: 

" I am Sudam, the assmler of warriors; in me is 
" a heart harder than monntidna, In horror and 
" fear of me, even the wild beasts of the waste 
" shrink into the obscurity of caverns ; and were 
" Death a substance, I would steep his right hand 
" in the blood of his left" 

Antar grasped his spear ; he slackened the bridle 
of his steed, and gave a shout iliat made the deserts 
and the rocks tremble. Frustrated are tliy hopes, 
hi: cried ; into hopeless misery ^t tliou fallen. As 
Sudam cast his eyes on Antar, he r^iuced,-and was 



glad. Here is a glorious morning ! he exclaimed, 
addressing his comrades : this booty to begin tlie 
day with will suffice. Assault him, one of ye ; let 
him not escape : bring me liis horse and his spoil. 
At the word, one of the forty galloped down upon 
Antar, crying out, State tliy descent ; peradventure 
ihy connexion may protect thee; otherwise, deliver 
up thy horse and thy armour. But Antar deigned 
not an answer; and, without a word, he assailed 
him like a hon rushing out of bis den : he hran- 
tlishcd his lance before him, and, piercing him 
through the chest, forced die point out at his back ; 
and he threw him down dead, weltering in his blood. 
Sudam and his associates marked Antar's intre- 
pidity; they all stood aghast: bnt though Sudam 
was most anxious to engage him, his friends would 
not suffer him, and they all fell on Antar at once. 
He, however, received them as the parched soil the 
first of the rain ; and plunging with them into the 
thick dust, he soon began to glean off horseman 
after horseman; so that the sun had scarcely risen, 
before they were all stretched upon die earth. 
Sudam was bewildered at such prodigious efforts of 
valour; and though he felt alarmed, he knew he 
must attack him. Accordingly, lie advanced, and 
exclaimed. Hold, 0 Arab : tell me wliat horseman 
thou art, and with what tribe thou art connected; 
for thy battle excites my surprise, and thy prowess 
is moat wonderful. I should be oveijoyed in thy 
fricndsbtp, and I would willingly live with thee. 
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Let US umte our force and plutidet; and, to 
heffu, I will diTide with thee the spcHl that is 
now in our power. There are three ^^ns; and 
those who were to have shared diem with me 
thou hast killed. Away, thou son of a cockold, 
replied Antar ; away with tins absurdity : come on 
to the contest! Despair of this booty and these 
damsels, for the God on high has delivered them 
from bondage and infamy. Sudam was highly in- 
ditriiaiit tlmt Aiitar slioiild presume to thwart him, 
or lie Ijt' (lis.ipjinmted of his prey; so he rushed 
upon lum, iini! sought to engage him, conceiving 
tliat lie must be hkc other warriors whom he had 
fought. But Antar received bun hke a lemeious 
hon : he gave liim no time either tQ ad\ancc or to 
retreat, but struck him on the chest with Jus cleaving 
Uhami, and he divided him down to the belt of his 
back. Sudam fell down dead, weltering in his blood. 
At that moment Sbiboob ran towards him, swift as 
a blast of wind; and eeerag tbxt Antar had slain 
the hero, he congratulated kim on his safety. And 
when they had collected the scattered borseB and 
dispersed spcnl, they repaired to the women ; who, 
at the n^t of tiiis plunder, fdt convinced that thrar 
defends bad destroyed their enenuee. So th^ 
crowded round lum, and kissed his hands, thanking 
and praiung him ; but the mother of the damsels 
advanced before the others, and thus extolled her 
d^verer: 

" May thy God grant thee all thou dearest in 
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" thy hopes, and bestow on tby lands the blesangs 
" of plenteona showm ! O Eni^t of (he troop ! 
" 0 thou unrivalled hero in the tumultuous datter 
" of spears and the thrusts of the lances! may 
" every mom Hij foes tremble before thee I May 
" thdr lives dread the speed of death ! May thy 
" envious enemies feel in every limb their hearts 
" fiied in flames and fire ! Mayst thou increase in 
"glory wherever they insult thee; and may the 
" sword of thy honour rest on their skulls and 
" heads ! Were people to be impartial in their 
" language, and tell the truth, no one but thee 
" would they style a hero : for truly tliou standest 
" alone, unequalled in the universe, matchless in 
" the mountains and tlic valleys." 

Antar was exceedingly gratified at the old lady's 
verses, and greatly admired lier eloquence, and the 
elegance of her expressions. He requested the 
young women to veil themselves; and turning to< 
wards their father, who was lying on the ground, 
he dismounted, and bound up lus wounds, and 
assisted him to dt down to repose himself a little; 
congratulating him at the same time on his deli- 
verance from his enemies. The Sheikh thanked 
him, and kissed his hands. Antar also rested him- 
self awhile after the fatigues of the conflict, and the 
old lady brought him sometliing to eat, which she 
placed before him, whilst her daughters stood round 
hun in olent admiration. Now Antar had eaten 
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nothing unce his separation from Ibk, neither bad 
he slept; so he ate till lie was satisfied, and then 
aaked .them whither they were going with thdr 
faaggsgeP We wiab, they replied, to proceed on 
our journey to the tribe of Haridi, for they are our 
relations; and with them we intend to remain all 
this year, O Aboolfawaris. Upon this, Anlor di- 
rected tliein to mount their camels; so they all 
seated themselves in their liowdahs, togetlier with 
the Sheikh ; and they departed, seeking tlie rocky 
deserts. But as Antar aeeompanied tliem, tlie 
Sheikh questioned lilni aijout liis affairs, and his 
projects, and his expectations. Antar informed 
him of all his adventures with his uncle Malik, and 
that he was now going to Mecca and the holy 
shrine, there to take up his residence for some time. 
O Aijoolfawaris, said the Sheikh, my heart is much 
interested in your fate ; you have made me forget 
even the slaughter of my sons ; for you have in- 
deed acted nobly towards me, and done what no 
fiiend ever did for iiiend l)efbre. But I have 
nothmg with which to recompense you for these 
honourable deeds, but these honourable damsels, 
whom you liberated with the hlode of your sword 
and the barb of your spear. Take one of them, I 
beseech you; come and live with us, tiiat we may 
serve you with oil our poire r— myself, this old 
lady, and my daughters, even to our dying day. 
How can this be P said Antar. How can I redgn 



lUa, my uncle's daughter ? and he thus continued 
inverse: 

« Were my heart mine own, I sliould desire 
" nothing beyond you — it would covet nothing hut 
" you. But it loves wliat tortures it ; where no 
" word, no deed encourages it." 

The Sheikh was amaztd at Anlar's love and 
passion : and thus they trav<?Ite(i im till tliey readied 
the land of Harith; and as lliey ivt i etui"- in safety, 
Antar took leave of them ; and giving them all tlie 
horses and spoil he had captured, he separated from 
them, and, in company with Sliiboob, traversed the 
pluns and the wastes till he arrived at Mecca. Me 
alighted in the Sacred Valley, and there he re^ed, 
pasung his days 'm hun^Dg, to reliere his sorrows 
and afflictkms, and Ms nights with Shiboob, in 
talking over old stories and past eventa. 
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IBLA JOAin BKtaOIHCD TO AMARAfi. 



CHAPTER X. 

SooM after Antar's departure, the sons of Zolieir 
searclicd ibr him in every direction ; but, when all 
their inquirios ivere i'ruitless, Prince MaUk was 
sorely grieved for hia loss, tor he loved liim sin- 
cerely. Sbedad and his campanbos were ui^u mucn 
troubled; but Mahk, Ibla's father, and Itehia, and 
Shas, were the happiest of men. Now, indeed, said 
Shas to ^tnarafa, your bunnesa has succeeded to 
your every wish — you have no rival vkh Ibla, in 
the absence of that obstinate Uack; tbere&re, as 
soon as you rea^ home, preseot to her iather the 
maniage dower and settlement, be married to Ibla, 
and thus obtiun your heart's desire: I mil back 
your clums. And turning to Mahk, Ibla's iather, 
he added, Give your hand to Amarah — make yoiur 
daughter over to him, and marry him to her: I, 
too, will stand as witness for you, that our pro- 
jects may be completed, our hearts relieved from 
pun i and Ibla will be In security in the dwellings 
of the Zeead family. I swear by your liberality 
towards me, cried Mahk, I wish Amarali may liave 
ten Bons by her at least ; and he extended bis hand 
to Amarah: and the contract was farmed by shaking 
hands. Thus he married his daughter to him, and 



the people of the tribe witnessed the cleed. For my 
part, said Oorwah, I anticipate nothing but evil 
and ill luck to us all from this niatt'h; for whoever 
espouses tliat ^rl will rise in the morning a head- 
less trunk. Prince Cais laughed at Oorivah's pre- 
dictions, for he too was aware of their folly. The 
plot soon reached Pi-ince Mahk, wlio was in the 
rear of the army. By the faith of an Arab, said he 
to Siicdad, I much few that some sad disaster will 
befal my brother Shas for all this, and that he will 
repent when the evil day conies.;.<but never will I 
p^n^ Amorah to feast on IbU ui^til I am with- 
drawn from the monncaiB o£ this -yfotld. Howey^, 
you may now demand back fimm'^your^ brqthar.all 
that your son Antar gave him iq c^tle, atH Awt^t 
camds, and he camds, and the tiaraf.s&ci ^f^lea, 
and the diadem ; for it was all Antau'^ pipperty. 
Let us say notliing about it, said Shed4d,,till we 
reach home ; then you shall see what I Will- do in 
the presence of King Zoheir. Having marched on 
till evening, llicy alighted and reposed till morning, 
when they pursued their way to the land of Abs 
and Adnan, near the lake of Zat ool irsod, where 
they halted. Shas had always kept in the advance 
of the army, and it was his practice to pass his 
leisure, time in hunting. One day, on the march, 
he separated from his brolJiers, and, only taking 
with him ten horsemen, he launched out among 
the wilds and the plains in pursuit of the antelope 
mad the deer. Piince Malik vent home. And just 
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as Shas and his comrades were returning, lol a 
great dust arose and obscured the countij; and 
there came forth a hundred horsemen, all in steel, 
and advandng from the quarter of the tribe of 
Fazarah. Shas and his friends divided themselves 
into three parties. Sons of my uncle, s^d he, if 
this troop attack us, we 'have no other means of 
escaping death but by the blows of the sword : se- 
parate, therefore, four horsemen in each dividon. 
To this tliey assented, and soon the ten heroes at- 
tacked the strangers ; but in less than an hour they 
were all slain, and Shas was taken piisoner, and 
dragged before the chief, whose name was Maisoor, 
son of Zeead, of the tribe of Hazrej, which was 
also a cUvinon of the tribe of Harith. He was 
roaming about on a predatory excursion agmnst 
the lands of Afas and Adnan ; and &r two days 
ihej had ctmcealed themselves m the country of the 
tribe of Fazarah, but had not chanced to fall on any 
prey till they met Shas and his party. The prisoner 
was soon brought into the presence of Maisoor, who 
resolved on killing lum, for Shas had shiiu Mai- 
soor's brother in the fray ; hut as soon as he looked 
at him, and saw how mnjjnlliceiitly he was dressed, 
and that he was mounted on an Arab steed, riclily 
caparisoned uitli hoiisinfrs of burnished gold, studded 
wltli pi^iirl^ am] ji^wcls, he was a'isiiri^if that he was 
a distini^ui.ihj'd cliicl'iain. State your birlh niid pa- 
rentage, swd he, perhaps they may save you, before 
you. arc Itud low in the dust I am the son of King 



Zoheir, ruler of tlie tribes of Abs and Adnan, re- 
plied Slios, I have slain some of jour countrymen, 
and Hm now in your power : demand ivhotever 
quantity of tattle yoi! please ; but, should you put 
me tu death, you arc aware that beliinil me arc 
warlike tribes and heroes. Shas, you must die, 
exclaimed Maisaor, silent must be your soul; you 
afflicted me in my brother, and have left me to 
mourn him for ever. Upon this he plated him on 
the back of a horse, and scourged him with a whip 
he held in his band till the biood streamed from 
every part of his body; and then Maisoor and his 
companions passed over deserts and wilds, seeking 
tbeir oivn coimtrv, whilst Shas endured the pangs 
of death at every moment. 

In tlie moan lime Prince Mahk and his com- 
panions reached home ; but in the greatest distress 
at the disappearance of Antar, the intrepid war- 
rior. When tliey presented themselves to King 
Zoheir, they inibrmed him of the dreadful scenes 
they bad endured with the Teyans, and the battles 
they had fought ; and to the Kilig's inquiries about 
Antar, they related his exploits. When lie asked 
for his son Shas, they assured him he was on a 
hunting party, and that he would return in die 
evening. King Zoheir was persuaded that they 
had ill-used Antar; and observing his son Malik 
was full of grief, and that he was unable to speak. 
Tell me, my son, said he, what alls thee. May 
God curse every act ot oppression and those who 



' abet it I exclaimed Malik : earsea on thoee who 
knoir what justice is, and do not adhere to it He 
tben stated to him all that had happened to Antar : 
how he had exposed his life in battle and carnage 
for the family of Zeead, and had rescued them 
from dangers; and how they liad obliged him to 
abandon them in the desert. Vilest of men, cried. 
Sag Zoheir, turning to Amarali, this is all owing 
to jour infamous conduct towards your tribe, and 
your treachery to Ibia in taking her captive : your 
death would indeed lie more gladsome tlian your 
life ! Is tliis thi^ return lliat you make your cousin 
Antar, the destroyer of horsemen, for having de- 
livered you, on his arrival from Peroa, out of the 
hands of the Nocturnal Evil and the Depredator of 
ihe Age P He immediately ordered the slaves to 
saze Amaiah. They rushed upon him, and, throw- 
ing him on the ground, they l^d on him with suck 
heavy blows, that the blood streamed from every 
part of his body tilt he was almost dead ; whilst his 
brother Rebia stood by, but dared not make a single 
remark on the subject, knowing well what King 
Zohor sufTeted on account of Antari's absence and 
his son's wounds. Oonrah only laughed at the in- 
dignities and disgraces thus heaped upon Amarah. 
Well, Antarah, said he, these are the first-fruits of 
your marriage with Ibla. Slill the slaves continued 
to boat Amarah ; and, when he was near his last 
gasp, they tied him, with his hands behind him, to 
a tent-pole, groaning in excess of ptun. Sing Zo- 



heir nmv ordered Jlalik, Ibla's father, into Iiis pre- 
sent*. What ! cried tlie liing, do you consider 
yourself as one of the illustrious Arabs and a Chief 
of the tiibc of Abs and Adnon in rank and degree? 
How then have you dared to act tfatisP How 
dared you to accept your daughter's dower from 
your nephew, and, refudng to acknowledge it, 
marty her to another? "Your infamy and ignominy 
will not be consummated till you have wedded her 
to a wretch who has violated your honour, and 
clotlied you in shame amongst all the Arabs of tlie 
desert and the plains. How often has Antar libe- 
rated jou from captivity and niiscrj', even after 
you liad exposed him to a sea of deaths in the land 
of Irak ! And did be not bring to you the wealth 
of the King of Persia and of King Monzar, with 
their he-camels and Asafccr she-camels? 0 my 
lord, replied Malik (for his deceit and cunning were 
ever at hand), I swear by your liberality I have 
not injured my nephew Antar. I have deUvered 
my daughter over to your Bon Shas ; and when I 
said to him. Let no one else interfere ^th her— she 
is your property ; you know what is good and VhaC 
is bad for us ; you are lord over my cbj^ren and 
my property ; my daughter b at your disposal- 
marry her to any one you think will suit her : No 
one but the Chief Amarah is a proper match for 
her, was your son's reply. So he betrothed her to 
Amarah, and was anan^g all our differences, 
when I objected, sa^g, My lord, how can this 



be ? my nephew has alreedj brought me Ae mar- 
riage (lun iir, and your Either favours him on this 
point, as also your brother Malik. Away with 
jour folly ! continued Shag ; I vi\l settle it. And 
be sent for Antar, and made terms with him : at 
which being much CKasperated, he abandoned UG 
in the night, and we know not ivliither he is gone. 
So vexed am I at his absence, that I feel as if on 
the burning coals of hcl! — for lie was indeed a limb 
of my own Umbs; but I coidif not thwart Prince 
Shas's orders. Now tluit niy d.-uigliter is ni hmm; 
I pray- you, do not u;.' her ill, hut look afitr Ikt 
as you please: make her une of yonr linndiiiaidens, 
and I am your slave. Do you and the tribe of 
Abs bear witness to wliat I say. King Zohoir saw 
through all his art and malevolence, but said. Let 
there be no compuMon used towards Ibla, till An- 
tar appears, and we hear what he has to say ; yie 
irill then decide who is to blame: and, wlien my 
son Shas returns, he will expldn what you sdd to 
him, or 1 will expose you to the public for your 
conduct King the Age, excLtimed Shedad, it 
is my turn now to demand of Rebia and his bro- 
ther the blood of my son. It is they and Malik, 
who has married liis daughter to Amarah, who 
have destroyed him. 0 that thou, 0 Shedad, 
groaned out Amarah, O that tliou i\crt but mar- 
ried with tliis kind of ceremony, « hicli consists only 
of stripes and whips. King Zoheir and all his at- 
tendants laughed heartily at Amarah; and thus 



ihey continued talking, till, it beiiij; liarli, tliey all 
Eejiai'atcd. But still blias did not return. King 
Zolieir was in grcat distress, and was much agitated 
till the dawn of day — but Shas did not return. 
Convinced, at length, of the loss of his son, he 
called out to his horsemen, and ordered them to go 
fortli in quest of Shaa over the whole desert. They 
mounted their steeds, and plunged into the midst 
of the waste, where they roanied about the whole 
day, and returned at night, having lieard nothing 
of Shas. King Zoiieir's affliction increased, and the 
tears poured down like rain. Alas ! it is his baae 
conduct towards Antar, lie cried, that has ruined 
my son. By tbe faith of a noble Arab of Medhr, 
if I hear of his death, I will strike off the head 
of that Amarali, and I will hang Malik, son of 

Now Maisoor was continuing his journey with 
Silas, torturing him and making liim swallow the 
bitterness of death, till he reached the land of the 
tribe of Harith, and Shm wos nearly lifeless. When 
they were settled in Maisoor's tents, he summoned 
his comrades ; You know, said he, that this Absiati 
prisoner has slain my brother, and I must put him 
to death ; do you take his horse and his arms, and 
those of his comrades, and leave me to assuage my 
heart by tormenting hiin. He enclosed Shas be- 
tween four bars oP iron, and stationed a guard of 
slaves over bii.i ; and, whenever he wont out, he 
kicked him ; and, whenever lie entered, he thumped 



him vith his fists; and, when Shas was hungry, he 
gave him nothing to eat; ndther cUd he aUonr any 
one to pity him. This story was goon spread abroad 
amongst the tents, till, at last, tlie torments and iMs-. 
graces Shas endurt'd readied the cliief of the tribe. 
He was a valiant liorseman, and his name was 
Me-.vhoob, son of YeKlti. He sent for Maisoor, 
anil ^LiicI to him, My cousin, such conduct towards 
your prisoner is by no means just ; for he is a 
prince, and the son of a princc^ — h\a father is su- 
preme among the tribes of Arnbs : and I cannot 
posably permit you to kill Iiim, now that this 
-business is, become so public, unless you go to the 
King of this country, Abdoohnodan, and consult 
mdi lum about destroying him. If he order you 
to kill him, do as he bids you ; but, if you kill him 
without his permission, he will be bound to punish 
you. For, most certainly, the family of your cap- 
tive will not rest quiet — and, no doubt, some one 
here will depart, and give information to his tribe : 
and, if liis failier bear of his death, he will mount, 
and come down upon us with the tribes of Abs and 
Adnan, Fazarah and Ghif^n, Marah and Dibyan, 
for he rules over those Ai'abs; and he will root us 
out of the land. And should he send us to our 
Kng, and require our punishment at his liauds, he 
will be greatly enraged against us, and will say to 
us. You took the son of Eing.Zohdr prisoner, and 
dew him with your o^ hands, so you must suffer 
what you made Mm suffer. Now, my counn, take 



my advice — relieve your prisoner from torture, and 
consult with King Abdoolmodan. Mtueoor was much 
disturbed at this, and alarmed at the dangers that 
. threatened him. He hastened back to Shas, and 
uiiiied his lunds, but bound his feet, and kicked 
him in the rear; and, liaving stationed a slave over 
him, lie rode away, ivitli twenty horseiiieti, tra- 
versinfT the wikU and tho iviistes on Wis way to 
King Alxloolmodan. 

But Slias, now that his torments were somewhat 
lightened, addressed Mtusoor's wife, saying, NoUe 
lady, will there ever be any relief from the deaths 
I endure? If they delay much longer to kill you, 
she lejdied, you wiU probably escape total per- 
dition, and perbaps be ransomed at a coOnderable 
price, for wealth softens the hearts of aB men. O 
my aunt, added Shas, I am powerful in cattle and 
possessions, but I have no one whom I can send to 
inform my family of my ^tuation. And Shas con- 
tinued talking till a party of women entered, all 
clothed in black ; among whom was an elderly 
lady, who, after saluting Malsoor's wife, ex- 
claimed. Daughter of mine uncle, who is this 
young prisoner? Cousin, rephcd the lady of the 
dwelling, springing up on her feet and com- 
piimenting her guest, tliis is the son of the £ing 
of the tribes of Abs and Adnan. The moment 
she heard diis she advanced towards Slias, and, 
expressing her grief at his misfortunes, Young 
man, said she, are you indeed one of King Zoheir'a 



Eons? Yes, my aunt, replied Shas. Whit^ of 
themP contjnued die lady. I am Shas, he answered. 
May Ctod grant your rescue, excltumed she; for 
you are all famed for your bravery, your bene- 
volence, and iiU'iaiiiv — i.inc i iTo noc think you 
seem to be verv cioqucni. ISoir iier I'iew in tliis 
speech was i.o ivarn sonn'iiniiL' in iiin history, and 
to draw from mm somo <ii niu;ii' s verses. Noble 
lady", he rcpiiLfi, voii iiiiii' iiiiiiiiiir v<iii sonic of the 
tribe of Cahian. ivno arc sii miieu uiili eloquence 

tliat tliey put ro Muiiue :i r lime of Adnan, 

Yes, said she, ivi: c-iii n-nv-i <ji i ,inii- col Cais, the 
son of Hijir: ne nus aireaov iiM'ti Kitme hnes on 
. the Holy Shnne, in wuicii are uiese words : 

" M; beloved is come to me, to efiace a\l punfiil 
" irapresNons from my tortured heart. Didst thou 
" not see that, when E^e visited me by night, I 
" &und ' the sweetest essences in her Inreath ! Yet 
*' she loves me not." 

We also, cried Shas, laughing and much pleased, 
have a black, born to slavery, who tends the camels 
and the sheep. We have lately admitted him to 
our rank, and aeknowleil.iied hlin as a relation. He 
cim utter tlie most p^rleJl rlniiie^ — Mich as nehher 
Emir ool Cais nor any one el-e eaii eiii.al. Had I 
known his real worth among warriors, never should 
I have fallen into bondage and captivity. By your 
life ! cried the lady, do you not recollect any of his 
verses f Upon which Shas repeated diese two 
distidies: 
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" May nought but protection toucli thee from 
" the sword ! Mnyst tliou ever move like the 
" branch of the ever-grt't-'n tamarisk ; ruscmbling 
" the flowers lhat f^law in the cvenirig, ciitiiined in 
" ehains rniiiKi bcr neck." 

lieibre Slias fiiii^hct!, the ladies joined in testify- 
ing their pleasure and admiration. Tlie thoughts 
are indeed most beautifully expressed, observed the 
old woman, and their meaning is elegantly con- 
veyed. But are not these the words and rhymes 
of tlio great Antar, son of Shedad, who is distracted 
with liis love for Ibla P Yes, said Shas ; and I per- 
ceive you are acquainted with him. Most true, she 
added : I heard of him some time ago, with tnj 
family, in the noble tribe of Eendeh. Is he mar- 
lied to Ibla, or not P Alas ! ciied Shas, I am the 
person who has injured him ; I thwarted him in 
the execution of his purpose. But I have bound 
myself to the God of Heaven, who is our final 
refuge, that, should I be liberated this time by his 
means, I will throw myself at his feel ; for he is a 
favoured being, and he wlio is his foe quickly falls 
into fetters and manacles. May God destroy his 
oppressors, and save us from his death ! said the 
lady. How speedy are his rewards I Adhere 
firmly, 0 Arab, to this resolution, and feel secure 
of liberty ; for this eouI would not exist in the body 
of man but in the expectation of the beneficence 
of Forbine. ' And having recommended Miusoor's 
wife to behave kindly to him, she left him. Now 
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this was the woman of Kendeh whom Antac bad 
rescued, with her husband and ber daughters, from 
the grasp of'Sudam, and had afterwards escorted 
to her family. So, as soon as she returned home, 
she sent for her husliant], to whom she communi- 

. Gated the circumstance. Cousin, said she, we liave 
now the means of rewarding Antiir for his jjallant 
conduct — Shas, liberated by liand, will lie- 
fnend him in his suit for Ibln, Muutit, tln.'ri.'fore, 
your camel, and hasten to Slocta, and iiL'qiiaiut 
Aniar with what lias liappenL^d ; anil lot iji.ii du- 
teniiine in his wisdciti how to ucl. As-lialli mounted 
his camel without delay, and departod over the 
plains and wastes on his way to Mecca; and he 
hod been on his journey only three days when he 
met Maisoor, who was all joy, accompanied by ten 
horsemen, officers of the government of Abdool- 
mod on. Now Maisoor, as soon as he was admitted 
into the presence of Abdoolmodan, kissed his hands, 
and consulted him about Shas. Hasten back, cried 
. he, avenge your brother's death ; and, if you are 
able, do the same to all the tribe of Abs : root 
them out Delighted at this permission, Maisoor 
returned with his ten officers, all anxious to enjoy 
the sight of Slias's execution ; for, at that period, 
there was not an Arab but cried out for blood and 
vengeance against the tribe of Abs. When Mai- 
soor reached home, he ordered his servants to 
slaughter camels and sheep, and prepare a feast, 

. and make ready a sumptuous entertainment for Mb 



mauook'* Kom wa exiii.tatidi). 



81 



whole clan j imd he particuliirly requeBted the. at- 
tendance of Mevhoob. Satiated with eatiug, they 
called for the goblets of wine ; and as they drank, 

they cast the offals and scraps at Shas, whilat he 
liiinself was bewailing tlie severity of his fate; for 
he was a prince, and could not endure his reverse 
of fortune ; and whenever Maisoor looked at him, 
he wept. Ah, cried he, when you pierced my bro- 
ther Shiban through the chest, and forcbd the spear 
out at his back, why had you not pity on him ? 
ivliy did you not feel for bim ? Early to-morrow 
niuniiii^' will I hang thee, that tliose present and 
absent may take warning by thy fate. ' Tlie lady 
of Kendeh was witness to this scene : it was dark, 
and the vine rioted in the heads of the guest^ 
mast of them having already retired to ihar dwell- 
ings; the servants were lying, down asleep, and 
Sbas was bemoaning his torments in tears and la- 
mentations — thus speaking: 

*' Was there ever seen by the stars of night one 
" like nic. bewddercd, and sorrowing and sighmg 
" for his naii\'e land And bv the lustre of the 
" dawn the foe will spoil him of his life in their 
" fenjcitv. or murder with llieir dnmrers. 0 yf- 
" breath g ^ 1 ll f G 1 bl 1 „l 



" they will remember. Look, my cousms : m tlie 
" obscun^ hear the herald announce— the mes- 



" to Mt 

" "ly sit 

" Malik: tor I 



1 I 1 

> bol 
r I am bound 1 




th 



id 



" senger proclaim the tidings. Then let the dust 
" uf the horsemen appear : let its black clouds arise 
" in sable columns, and beneath its dark shadows 
" let Antar be the consolation of my disquieted 
" heart He, with bis might, can indeed calm my 
" mind, and soothe it into patience." 

And lo ! a person entered, and took him by the 
hand, Siiaa, cougralulate thyself on tliy aihty, 
said tlie stranger, at the snmo time slriking off the 
bonds from his hands. Absian, follow nie to my 
tent — ffar not — yiiu arc at lilierly, continued the 
voiie. Slias instantly ni'ose and followed his gnide, 
wiiiLt darkness of tlie night concealed them till 
they i-eiic:hcd a siiaciinis tenl, and Shiiss terrors 
and alarms were at an end ; and as lie considered 
the person's face by the light of the (ire, beliold it 
was the old lady, the mother of the young women, 
the same that had addressed him a few days ago. 
Expliun all this to mc, said he, for truly you have 
dared a deed for me the bravest warriors would not 
venture to do; and I must make you some return 
for BO noble an act. High-bom ^has, replied the 
dame, whatever you may wish to do towards me, 
do it I'or Aniar, son of Shedad, and t>cfriend liim 
in his marriage wilh Ibla. Let this be my engi^ge- 
ment between God and yoii ; when you meet liim, 
kiss his bosom and his hands for me ; aid liini, and 
be kind to him, for we were al! delivered by his 
sword, and rescued by his spear. And she related 
to Mm all that the mighty Antar had done for her 
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and hei family yphen he met tliem; how he had 
delivered them from the grasp of Sudam, and had 
conducted them to this country. I have despatched 
my husband, she conlinut'd, to j^ntar, to give him 
tliis intelligence, that he may take measures foe 
Your re=eue : i)ut when I tiiw jour death \viis nigh, 
i did tliia di-ed. Slias listwifd, liis cy.s were 
(ilied .vith tears at Atitar's exj>]ml.-, as lie >aid to 
liimseli; Sudi «'iLs i^ver Ai.lHr\s <-,>.ul,ift ten aids me 
and to all niaiildnd ; hut ive disgraced hiiu hy ser- 
vitude, anil ive degraded liiiij to the care of camels 
and slieep, Sueh lias been our conduct to him. 
Chiefs and Princes as we are, boasting of our high 
rank and our superior condition. But if I am libe- 
rated from this critical ^tuodon, and meet hhn 
again, I will kiss the boIcb of his feet; I will aid 
him, and treat him generously. The old woman 
noiv presented liim food, of wliicli he ate till he 

clothes, and put llieui on hliii, and made him sit 

At daj-liglil, iMaisoor ii Mk,'i! iVoni his sleep, and 
sent for t^has, tiiat he might torture him as usual, 
and afterwards hang him. The slaves went forth 
to drag him in, but could not find him : they rushed 
in crowds towards their master, and crying out with 
a loud voice, exdmmed, He is gone, ho is gone. 
He flhoutfd out to his horsemen, who mounted, and 
B^iarated over the wastes and wilds till the third 
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hour, wh^ thejr returned withoat any news of die 
fugitive, having perceived no trace of his flight 
Mfusoor ielt assured of his tnlamity : he dashed his 
fist ngoinBt his head till tlie blood darted from the 
veins. Just then one of Ahdoohnodan's officers 
came up to him, and addressed him : his name was 
Shirecd, son of Mean, and he was a devil in the 
form of a man. lie not so distressed, said lie ; 
search among your enemies in yonr own clan, for 
certainly lie is not ^onc hence. My opinion is, that 
you sliiiuld dirwt a woman to searcli tlie ivoraen, 
and a man to search the men; thus you will suc- 
ceed, llalsoor acknowledged the good counsel; 
and having given the necessary orders to Ins slaves 
and handmaidens, he stationed men on the high- 
ways, and women in the tents. 

When the old lady observed this, and that the 
search had already commenced in the first tents, 
she instantly started np, and taking up a cauldron, 
she filled it with water, and placed it on the fire; 
and when she hnti infused into it many medicinal 
roots, and fresh herbs, and black juices, she let it 
remain on the fire tili it boiled; she then stripped 
Shas quite naked, and stained him with the dye till 
he became totally black ; and clothing liim in the 
garb of a slave, slic conducteit him out, he going 
before licr wilU the other slavL-s, driving tlie camels 
and Ulu .■■lieep to the paslurus. But when Uiey were 
at some distance, she saw Sliireed himself,- who im- 
mediately turned away from them; but the tAd 
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lady commenced the convemtioii, sajing. May God 
asdst yoa, mighty rar ; you have indeed perfoniicd 
deeds which no man on earth can surpass. I liope 
you .will catch this accursed Ahsian, so that my 
sorrowing heart also may be relieved hy his death ; 
for the Absians slew my sons. Thus she pursued 
her way over the desert, till, reaching the pasture, 
she turned towards Shas, and said, Be no more 
afraid — you are now free. Fly — bend your steps 
towards Mecca, and when you meet Antar, kiss his 
hands for me : salute liim for me. So Shas bounded 
over the wastes, hardly crediting his escape, and 
continued running forward and looking behind htm 
till evening : he then turned out of the road into.'ft 
mountain-cave, where he slept till the mght was" 
almost passed. Again he arose, and eetmt On his 
way to Mecca, till the sun arose and- bo. iMug^t 
faimself sesaat from pursuit, ^vhen la^iri.!%ni£ of- 
him arose a thick dust, and horsemen a^e^ajcA filw 
black eagles, who no sooner espied Shaa tharnth^; 
rode down towards him, and surrounded him:9ii> 
all sides, headed by a Chief, who, staring in Ms' 
face, Cousins, said he. this is the htv fcWnw who 
last night was lurking about our icm^. and stole 
my horse Sahab, And he SL>i/ed blia:?, anil iicd 
him widi cords, and bound limi last, and fastened 
a long rop 11 I n ! 1 d 1 i m 

along, Vill 111 d I 1 I ! t 

my tent, and steal my liorse, and thus mipudently 
vaiture back a scctHid tune among usP I wtll tor- 
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ture you we!!, and puniili you, and cut your throat. 
But tell me, iiliiliier liave viiu earned my horse? 
Shas groaned'froiJi the excess ot' if^iiy he endured : 
Arab, he cried, I aiu niW)i;r ; I knaw uodilnf,' 
about il. Do not put me t« death —you may suiler 
for it; Hir I aui indeed Shas, son of Kin^ Zolieir, 
■ King of the tribes irf Abs iiiui Adiian, Ta/arali and 
Ghifbm, Maroh and'Dibyan. I have bieti made 
prisoner ia this land, and have eneounteied infamy 
and disgrace, such as no one hut myself lias ever 
endured j and only by this disguise have I escaped 
death. Shas continued speaking till one of the 
horsemen ran up, and struck htm with Mb fist in 
the face nilh bis whole force : 0 my countrymen, 
said he, this fellov's f^ier. King Zoh^, slew my 
father some years ago, and I in consequence wa» 
brouglit up an orphan ; so they took away from me 
all I (inssessed iu goods, iii he and she camels, and 
noble steeds ; but iiaw has tiite delivered this hero 
into my iRinds, that 1 may avenge my Iktlier's nnn-- 
der. His companions a|i[)i(>i td the justice ol' the 
threat, and were surrounding Slias, to put him to 
deatli ; and as he « as abimt ti> be destroyeil, lo ! 

them, and anteliipcs running away in termr. A 
man on foot was coming down upon tlicm like a 
descending cloud, and bdiind him there appeared a 
Uon-wairior, like a tower on a promontory, 'Or a 
fragment rent from the mountimi's rade; and dose 
to hiOi rode a horseman, mounted on a steed that 
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outstnpped the western wind. The horsemen stop- 
ped to GoatempUte the agility and powers of the 
man on foot.; and when he drew nigh, Shas gazed 
int^tly at him, and lo 1 it was Shiboob, and the 
hero behind lutn was his brother Antar, the lion- 
warrior. Haste to me, SUboob, exchdmed Shas; 
I am Shas, King Zolieir''B son. I have fallen into 
the hands of tliesc wretches, and have sulfcrcd hor- 
rora; and had I not seen you at tliis very instant, 
my gall had hurst, and I had expired of agony. 
Foul wretches, exclaimed Shihoob, let go my lord 
Shas, for Antar, the trampling hero, is coming 
down upon ye. And he roared out to his brother. 
Come hither, tliou son of a black woman ; God has 
fadUtJited thy success, and has accorded his divine 
aid. Antar increased his speed, and galloped to- 
wards him. 

. Now the cause of Antar^s appearance in that spot 
was As-bath, whom the old lady hod denred to go 
&r him. With aU haste he traversed the ptains 
till he reached Mecca, where he inquired for Antar ; 
and bong directed to his residence, be introduced 
himself, and told him what had happened to Shas, 
and how he had left him in despair. May God 
never deliver him from peril or death! cried Shiboob, 
for my brother has no such enemy among the Ah- 
sians as hini. Brodier, said Antar, hear malice 
agiunst, no man ; and he repeated these verses : 

" Do not bear malice, 0 Shiboob. Renounce it ; 
" for no good ever came of malice. Vi<Jenoe is 
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." infamous : its result is ever uncertain, and no <iqc 
" can act justly wlicji actu;ilud by lialred. Let my 
" heart support every evil, and let my patience 
" endure till I hare subdued all my foes." ' 

WheA Antar bad fiiu^Hi, the old man iras 
amazed at sutih clemency towards hit eaeauea, 
Btrong and pow^lul aa he was. That ingfat diey 
rqtosed, but eoiiy next day Antar aud to AsJuUfa, 
Let us depart, O Shdkh, before my lord SfaaB be 
reduced to the last extremity, and be killed. The 
Sheikh and Antar were soon mounted, and Shiboob 
started in front of tliem, making the wild beasts 
and antelopes fly before bim ; and they proceeded 
till they reached the spot ivliere they found Shas at 
the point of death witli tliose bursemen, who be- 
longed to the tribe of Riyaii. As soon as Shiboob 
recognized them and addressed them, he attacked 
them with his arrows, and gave notice to Antar, 
who urged on Abjer towards them : but he did not 
crane up with them till Shiboob hod brought dtfWA 
three warriors with his shafU. Antar quidily dew 
aeren of them, and only one escaped, mounted oB 
a smh camel. 

Antar devoted himself to Shas, and, dismoundng 
from Abj€!r, loosened the rope from his neck, and 
untied the cords from his hands. Shas hung down 
lUB head' fimn shame, and wept bitterly. Rejoice, 
my lord, stud Antar, in your safety ; grieve not for 
the past, for no one is bom but to encounter evil. 
O Aboollkwaris, replied ^las, it is not that I am 
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distcesBed at the misfortunes that have befallen me, 
but' it is the abominable conduct that I have pur- 
Boed towards you : had you not effected my release, 
I ^uld have erea destroyed myself before the 
erenin^ No more of that, cned Antar, dll I Imto 
gratified youi vuhes. My first wieA, said Sbas, 
is to come dose to you, that I may kiss your hands 
and the soles of your feet, and dius bind myself in 
love to you lor ever, and exert all my power and 
fiunilties in proving my sineeiity towards you. As 
he spoke, he cast liiinstH" :il Aiitars feet, in order 
to Uss them: but Autar bejigcd him not. Shas 
would not hsten to Antai's (?>:[iostiilations, till, said 
Shlboob, we want no kissing of feet from you ; all 
we demand of you is to order his uncle to give 
him his daughter in marriage. Speak no more, O 
Shiboob, cried Shas, until we reach home, and I 
vill concert a plan that will amaze the hi^ and 
low. Upon this, they moved towards a poo) of 
miter, into whidi they plunged Sbas, and washed 
■(ff the Uad£ dye. Antar took ont sane of his best 
clothes, and having dress^ him, he mounted him 
on one of the noble captured steeds. Take you, 
O Sheikh, said Antar to As-hath, tliese horses, and 
all tliis plunder. Depart home, and may God re- 
ward you for your worthy acts. As-hath thanked 
him, and drove the horses and plunder before him, 
seeking his own country. 

But Antar and Shas, and Shiboob in front. 



marched od till about the third hour, whea a dust 
atoee ahead. They halted to observe it atten- 
. lively, when lo! two thousand horsemen of the 
tribe of Biyan appeared, with their King Hoosan 
at their head. 

The horsemcin who liad escaped did not stop in 
his flight till he reai:he(l ilie dwellings of Ilia clan. 
The whole tribe iroivdw! round him, inquiring 
what was the matter. He iiifornied them what 
Antar had done, and how he had destroyed his 
comrades: and as soon as King Hoosan heard the 
news, he cried out to all near him. Come on, my 
countrymen, perhaps we may still succeed in slay- 
ing him. To this pn^xwal they all assented; aUd 
they marched away, two thousand in number, tiQ 
th^ overtook Antar and Shas: and as ibey drew 
tugb, ^ty attacked them, shouting akiud, witii 
spears and findduons. Shas nit sooner beheld thh 
' dissster than he felt convinced of lua death, and 
that he could not even escape by flight Alas ! he 
exclaimed, have I escaped so oflen only at last to 
fall into this greater peril ? Fate and destiny I have 
hitherto averted, but this can never be repelled. 
Antar smiled. My lurd. s:iid in-. Luiiirratulate vour- 
selfon your secuntv from di'atli and destruction; 
for there are only two thousand assailants — vaga- 
.bond Arabs: and bv your munilicencc, I would 
this day annihilate, for vour sake, the inhabitants 
of the earth in its utmost breadth and lengtli. 
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Choer up your heart, and brighten up your eye ! 
And Antar thus continued in verse : 

" Augment not thy fears and alarms, my lord. 
" Come on with the black, well practised in war. 
" By thy life^ were there thousands, I would meet 
" them and scatter them to the east, and disperse 
** them to the vest I am the image of death— 
" such as diose figure to ihemsehes who are bereft 
" of their children or of their parents. The Indian 
" blade obeys my hand ; for, when the day of ter- 
" rors is iiiten?e, I glut it with blows. The tall 
" spear complains of thirst among the foe, but with 
" me it is drendicd in draughts of blood, More- 
" over I should say, the sword would be heavy to 
" my joints, were I not to mount with it on a 
" strong horse. I am the Absian Aiitiir, the borse- 
" man of his tribe, wlicu the bruvt; haslL-ii inio the 
" tlieatre of war. I j)linigL> among the w;tiTiors in 
" the scene of battle, and <lcstri)y tht'm with spear 
*' and scimitar of wrath. There lives not my equal 
*• in all the tribes, and in the conflict of lions. 1 
" dread not flight : my charger, my lance, mv 
" breast-plate, my courage, my aword, mj slueld, 
" plunder far and wide the foe. Tribe of Abs, on 
" the battle-day I am yours, and my glory ia en- 
" nobied by that parentage.'" 

As he finished, he fell upon the enemy like a 
ferocious Hon, his soul imappalled at death: he 
Bss^led the two thousand with reiterated blows and 
T^teated thruBts; and as different bodies followed 



one anotlier, he dispersed them over the whole 
plain, and overthrew them far and wide: whilst 
Sltibooh, in front of.Abjer, ^ot his arrows, and 
eUw the hcvsemen to the right and kit, la^ng them 
low in die fidd of battl& The dust yras immoiie ; 
it arose in rapid oolumna ; and Uie nund was scared 
at the exploits of Antar, who was now engaged in 
the hottest of the light, when King Hodsau himself 
4q^eaced, exdUng his heroes and ralljii^ lug luMW- 
men, as he shouted out, What means tbii hcnor 
which a ain^e slave has iofueed into yon, jou so 
numerous a host ? But^ down on him on all sides 
wilh your spears; hack him piecemeal with your 
sdmitars, or he will extirpate ye all, even to the 
last, and he will quit your iands safe and unhurt 
But Antar permitted him not to conclude his ha- 
rangue : he assaulted him hke a devouring lion : 
he roared at him in a voice that thrilled throu^ 
him, and filled his wliole soul : he jno^ced him widi 
his spear through the chest, and forced it out quU 
y@ring at bis Im'k. Hoossn fell dead, welting in 
his blood. But as he had been mounted on one of 
the most celebrated steeds of Arabia, Antar smd to 
Shiboob, Take this fine charger to Prince Shas; 
tell him to mount, and not be afr^d. Shiboob 
obeyed, and quitted the contest wilh the honwi 
Shas was standing aliwf in one corner of the plain, 
contemplating the intiepid conduct of Antar, and 
the slaughter he was making. He was all amaze, 
ment at such ImlUant achievanoits, and at his 
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style of~destR>}^g his opponents with his blows 
and thrusts; and there he continued till Shihoob 
jdned him with the horse, and said, Rejoice in 
your safety, my lord, your enemies ore destroyed. 
So Shas mounted, and again became a valiant war- 
rior ; assailing the foe, and engaging in the com- 
bat — bold under the protection of Antar. The 
battle continued to rage, and blood lo flow, and 
the flame of war to hhv.e, till night came on, and 
veiled them in obscurity. More than six hundred 
and fl% a£ the tiibe of Biyan banglslun^ the 
ramdnder cEapened} ar/iag out. May God curse 
your fiat-aosed &tber and your harlot motbeti 
Hov itnng are your blows ! bow forced axeyjour 
thniata ! Antar, Sbaa, and Sfaiboob pursued than^ 
till, hanng driven them out of that counfary, diey 
returned to the disoerscd horses and scattered spcnl, 
which thcv collected : and as Shas observed that 
Antar was like one merged in a sea of blood, he 
kissed him between tl:e eyes, and comphmented 
him. By your cxisiciilc. iiiv [jniicc. said Antar, 
had the dayJight l^stc-d loiii^^Lr. I would not have 
pemntted one of tiiem to return home. Shas was 
amazed at his magnammity and discourst; ajid 
whilst they were wandering over the deserts and 
the sandrJulls, Antar wished to halt and rest. Let 
ui not aUg^ hei^ cxied Shiboob, &r cares and 
difficulties mgy befal us. I am well acqutuntcd 
ynAi sU these tracts, and here it was that yomr 
jathn Shedad made us ci^vra. There is not n 
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■pot that I do not know, nor a fountain I am not 
acqudntcd with. Ahead of us, on the road, are 
ravines and defiles, and a valley, rocked In on all 
sides, called the Valley of Foxes; and much I 
fear tliat the fii<ritlvts who b^ive sought their own 
country may rally against us and ciiiiie down upon 
U3, and, by anticipating us, may possess themselves 
of the entrance of the defiles. Take my advice- 
listen to me, and let me condoct you out of tiiis 
wildemesB and Aesat towards the country of the 
tiibe of Zebeed. I w31 lead you acroBS those 
mountains and plain^ and hdstoi with you into 
the land of Dimeya and the Great Lake and the 
waters of the tribe of Akhram. We will then ascend 
the hills of Khasliakhish, und descend info Edjil, 
where we need l>e under no alarm or apprehension. 
Thence we ivill travei-sc the land of the tribe of 
Reliccah, and speed into the country of Abs and 
Adnan— thus being secure from the people of 
Biyan. Forward, then, thou Father of tlie Winds, 
said Antar, highly approving of his counsel: go 
on, whithersoever it pleaseth thee, and do what 
thou listcst. So Shiboob ran on before them, and 
Shas and Antar followed him, till ihqr were at 
some distance from the land of Riyan, and the face 
of security shone upon lliem. Shibobblwas thdr 
guide, and conducted them through various tribes, 
from clan to clan, until he brought them to the 
land of the tribe of CodhaVh. And it was on ttie 
£(th day of that journey tliat they arrived at the 
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Great Lake and the waters of the tribe of Akhrain: 
Antar was astonished at' Shiboob's accurate know- 
ledge in trareraing these pimns and deserts; and 
when they reached the tribe of Ghaylem they re- 
posed and rested. Here they ate Bomcthing, and 
their eyes sought sleep. But, as they slept, Antar 
beheld his beloved Ibla, and her image visited him 
by night : he saw her charms and her beauties. It 
was near morning when he awoke. His love and 
passion were intense j but, feeling strong in hope 
under the protection of Shas, he repeated these 
verses: 

" The dear image of Ibla visited in ale^ the 
" victim of lov(>, intoxicated with affliction. I amse 
" to complain of niy sufferings from lore, and the 
" tears from my eyes bedewed the eardi. I kissed 
*' her teeth — I smelled the fragrance of mask and 

the purest ambergris. I raised up ha: vdl, and 
*' her countenance was brilliant, so that night be- 
" came unveiled. She dagned to smile, and looked 
" most lovely ; and I saw in her eye the lustro of 
" the full moon. She is environed with swords 
" and calamitous spears, and about her dwelling 
" prowls the lion of the land. O Ibla, love for thee 
" lives in my bones, with my blood ; as Jong as life 
*' animates my frame, there wili it flow. O Shas, 
" I am persecuted with a deadly passion, and tJie 
" flame of the fire blazes still fiercer. 0 Shas, 
U were out the influence of love overpowering every 
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alone in thja wild ; aoA that would be a spedn 
<^ contemptuous security. I think, Abool&wuis, 
you had better ^rect Shiboob to go on forward 
and inquire who he is, that we may learo &om bis 
conversation what may be his views. 0 Princ^ 
replied An tar, may you experience every tUng 
that can ^ve you gratification, and may every 
thing that can distress you be averted from you. 
O Ebe Reah, he continued, addrcs^g Shiboob, 
go on to this youth, and order him to surrender all 
his goods and property before he drink of [lie oup 
of deatli. Shilioob lei out Iiis feet, and hastened 
towards tlie young knight. Now the warrior, as 
soon as he beheld Shas and An tar, addressed one 
of his slaves, saying. Ride towards diese daves that 
are advancing upon us, and warn them from thor 
iate and destruction. If th^ be poor Arabs, let 
them come ni^ unto me, dut I va^j them 
dothing and money ; but, if th^ be- phmderers, 
drive them away, make them retire, and let them 
not hasten to their death. So the slave advanced 
till he met Shiboob, to whom he cried, Whither 
speedest thou so fast to thy fate, urging, on thy 
existence and life to the Tomb of Perils ? It is my 
first intention, replied Shiboob, to seize the pro- 
perty and all the camels thy master possesses: re- 
turn, therefore, to hira, and order him to deliver 
up every thing be&re the vidsatudes of fortune 
environ him. Vilest f£ slaves, exclaimed the otiier, 
IV^y you have logt you^ nxutners : this day y^ 
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shall drinit of the cup of perdition firom the hand 
of this mighty warrior, irhose fury makes even 
lion-heroes shudder ; also famed for his eloquoicc 
and liberality. Son of my aunt, said SMboob, 
much surprised, to whom does this youth behmg t 
What is his name among horsemen ? Whither are 
ye going with these howdahs and camels over these 
sand-hiUfl and deserts ? Tell me the truth ; make 
no nmbigiious explanations ; do not prevancate. 
The rank of mv niiisti^r is ex^iltcd, replied the 
slave: fluent and i-a|)L(l is Ins >p(i'i.-li : his name is 
Ifoiidlia, son of Meiieui, IK- is iir>w o\i liis way 
to the dwellings of llie iK.lile A!>si;.iis, to demand 
in Eianiaffe Ibla, the daui^liter of Walik, «on of 
Carad. He will slay every horseman tliat dares lo 
dispute her witli him ; and lie will overwhelm her 
father with wealth, and lawfully marry her. 

Now this horseman was oS Hie tdbe of Saad; 
and his meeting with Antar in that place is thuS 
accounted &a^. The fisher of Roudha. left hehuid 
him at his death imm^se property, of whidi the 
son took possession as soon as he grew up to man- 
hood : and he spent mucli of it among the war- 
riors, that they might teach him the art of fighting, 
and instruct him in the various modes of thrusting 
and assiuling, and all the plans and stratagems in 
battle and feats of arms, and aJso the manccnvres 
in boxing and wrestling. So, wlien lie became 
perfect in the art of war, and very expert in the 
thrust and the blow, he used to practise with them 



in Tanquishing the Arab tribes, and in plundering 
the dwellings and tlie fount^ns ; and on their return 
home, when they were dividing the spoil, he would 
say to them. Sons of my uncle, f give you my share; 
I am rich enough without it. But there was a man 
among them that bore him an inveterate grmlge: 
his name was Asmoo, son of DIraa ; and one day, 
when he was in his company, eating and drinking, 
he said to liim. Son of my uncle, have you ever 
Been the only person tliat outshines every one of the 
age ? And, pursuing the eonvorsation, he told him 
all Antar's history ; enumerating tlie feats he had 
performed in batde, and mentioning tliat his cele- 
brity was spread over every plain and city; re- 
peating, also, some of the poetry he had composed 
on his cousin Ibia, whose uncommon charms and 
loveliness lie eKtoUed with ])eculiai' emphasis. His 
object was merely to rouse his countryman against 
Antar, who, he thought, wouh! destroy him, and 
niake him drink the cup of extinction, Roudha 
listened, and his lieart v/ns rent in pieces ; and 
being the more galled and provoked by his coun- 
tryman's continued oulogiums, he made inquiries 
every where; and as the result was only repeated 
■panegyrics on Antar's ]3rowcss and intrepidity, he 
eaid to himself. If it be tmC'lhiit Aniar stand alone 
in the world, and be the bravest of horsemen, he 
who shall engage him in the field of battle, and 
sliall vanquish him in ttic contest of swords and 
spears, will be pre-eminent among all warriors; his 
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digmty irill be enticed fiff above Us eontempMaries. 
JDoobtless, fais Gouna Ibla must be wondeifnlljr 
handsome and beautiliil, as she a talked hy 
every mnti and CTery woman. How I kmg to exert 
myself to obtiun this object, that no one but myself 
may be quoted for his excellences I 

Having consulted with his mother. Do, my son, 
said she, whatever pleases you, and Jet no one be 
your equal in martial exploits; for your rank is 
exalted above all, your beauty is most eminent, and 
your star auspicious. Follow your heart's desire. 
These words confirmed him in his resolution, and 
all alarms and doubts were at an end. He collected 
Ta8t presents, and cattle, and predous artiGles, and 
determined on lug joimiey. He bad five vii^n 
Hstars; than he took, mdi his mother also, Aat 
tiiey imght asuBt at bis wedding with Ibla: and 
libea th^ were all ready, and the ladies, each on 
B separate howdah, they set out for the land of jUis 
and Adnan, traveling over plains and deserts, till 
th^ encountered Shas and Antar. 

The conference between Shiboob and the slaTc 
being over, ihey returned to thdr respective parties. 
Shiboob came running up to his brother, smiling 
and laughing. Son of a black, cried Antar, what 
have you heard that makes you so merry ? How is 
this horseman called ? Whither is he going ? And 
when Shiboob had told him, Antar, too, laughed 
and smiled, saying, This Arabian ignorance is quite 
inconcrivable ; and he urged on Al^er till he ap- 
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proadied Roadha. Come<Ri,youlb,be oied; here 
is the jiaBoa are seeking, tliat lie may 
Aaw yaa hmma and mniders. Boudba only 
lauded, and, galk^i^ liia lione, advanced in front 
t£ Antar. Hdloo, he cried, thou nughty warrior f 
iriiich of the Abuan heroes are you P for, indeed, 
I mark theit well-known fortitude shining in you. 
Birth, exclaimed Antar, is the boast of cowards: 
however, know that my genealogy is long. I nm 
Antar, son of Shedad, the son of Ibla's uncle, whom 
you are going to demand in marriage. Koudha 
was overjoj'ed at these words : his chest exjiandcd, 
and he was in ecstasy : he slackened his horse's 
bridle, and riding up to the howdahs, 0 my mother, 
cried he, now indeed I have obtained what I so 
ardently desired. This is Antar, the warrior of 
battles. Tfaie day will I bring down death upon 
him. His mother just put lia head out of the 
bowdab, and siud. Well, my son, if this be Antar, 
go beck, and put him to death. Encouraged by 
thia advice, he hastened hack, seeking Antar, mth 
all his paternal impetuosity, and Arabian pride and 
courage. He gave the full reins to his chaiger, 
and, pcHung his speer, he mshed down on Antar, 
like an angry lion, and thus i^toke : . 

" Aa soon as my age knew me, its power was 
" reduced, and was humbled — its calamities shrank 
" from me. I am he to whom the deadly spear 
" bows, and it precedes me agunst the foe I engage. 
" Sbouhi soy one thwart me, I crown his head villi 
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*' the cleaving blade, whose blows never fail; and 
" tlie Indian sabres associate with it, as iflliey were 
" its children and its relations. How many nations 
" are there, whose armies my swotd lias dispersed, 
" and whose camps it has scattered over their lands ! 
" How many are my victims, whose carcasses ever 
" lie for the fowls of tiie air to devour, and round 
" which die wild beasts come |)roiv!ing ! O Ilila, 
*' tliere is coming for thee a husband, who will tear 
" thee away. Time itself may perish, but his glo- 
" ries can never perish. O Ibia, as to tb; alaye, his 
" death is resolved at mj hands, and his judgmeM 
"dayisfixed. theheartofthy fiither, O.thou, 
" my hope, be this day at ease I Let him sleep by 
" ni^t, as long as the stars wander in the skies.* 

As Antar listened to these Terses, he was con- 
vinced that his antagonist had fallen into the sea of 
love. Coward-bom, lie cried, I will tliis day pre- 
pare such a marriage for thee, no other wedding 
shalt thou require. And reflecting on all he had 
suffered on Ibla's account, and the misfiwtunes 
be had encountered, he assaulted' Roudha, thus 
speaking : 

" How fortune removes away what I anxiously 
" wish to approach, and thus sends a monster that 
" I must tight! O thou, from whom fortune has 
."averted all its vi<asaitude8, at me it has levelled 
"all its insults. What, am I the only person who 
" must experience the treadiery of its disposition ? 
." How, then, can any rae, who assodates with me. 



"Eve in happiness? 1 have tried it, and I am 
"proud of it; it may enfeeble me, and often its 
" trials have turned my head gray. But still how 
*' can I fear the calamities of fortune? No— its 
*' sevcriUes are the most tol^ble of all that £ 
" suffer. How many nights have I wandered over 
" the wastes alone ! it was dark, and the stars were 
" declining towards the west. How many lakes 
" are there whose waters I have mixed with blood 
" in the morning, where the wild beasts sought 
" rcfresliment and repose ! My scimitar and my 
" spear are mv companions, when the lions of tlie 
" den crowd around nic. O thou, that hungerest 
** for my death, return, free from such avidity, and 
" behold not tlie cup thou wDt Aink."., ■. 

Having finished, he assailed Rmdha like a cloud; 
and Bondha recdved him as the parched earth .the 
first c£ the r^. These two fnrious warriors com- 
menced the conflict : they dealt blows and thrusts, 
and for an hour were tasting of death, so that the 
eye was scared. j\nt!ir liL'hcld in iloudha what he 
had never yet experienced fj-oni ihc stoutest hero: 
he was on his guard against any fatal event, for he 
observed him brandish his lance as a ivritcr would 
a reed. Upon this, he pressed upon him, and 
clung to hiui, excluding all eseajie, so that stirrup 
grated stirrup. lie struck Hnudha^s spear, and 
shivered it : he extended liis hand towards the rings 
of his mid), and, tearing liim out of his saddle, made 
him his prisoner, and threw him to Sbiboob, who, 
VOL, ir. I 
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mdi ccmdsi tied Ms slioul^raand annBbciuiidluiii, 
an^ brought him before his brother Antar. He 
drew forth Dhami from its scabbanj, and was about 

to put him to death, when lo ! his mother and his 
sisters cast tliemselves out of their howdalis on the 
ground, tlieir faces uncovered, their hair dislievelled 
— drowned in tears, and their veils loose. O Knight 
of the age and sera, exclaimed they, with one voice, 
by the life of your ancestor Adnaii, liave cnmpaision 
on our tears — our misery — our forlorn state, and 
the absence of our heroes ! If you are resolved on 
the death of our brother, O put us to death first, 
for fortune has left us only him of all our family 
and fiiends. The eldest dater then advanced to- 
wards Anta;, and casting hfxsdT at his feet, she 
thuB addressed hitn : 

*■ 0 Emght of the horse, all that has beai said 
" you is true. Pardon ! for in my heart there 
" is a bunung flame. This youth, whom you have 
*' captured, is my brother : besides him, 1 have no 
" life, no agtit. Release him, and pardon him : 
" protect us, and accept our gratitude. This day 
" I implore your for^veness; for you are a warrior 
" at whose glory every one must bow, and for whom, 
" the fire of war bkzea. Pity him, and release him 
"—in your kindness, pardon him; for he is my 
" hope— he is my hearing, and my dght" 

Here she stopped, and setiied. The seomd niter 
Qmi came fonrard, and thus addressed Antar: 
' " O Kn^t of the horse, tears burst from my 



" eyes. Have pity an my weaknettf — my patience 
" is ^LhauBted, Rdrase jdut victim — tfiis boy— 
" pardon him, and we will ransom him with wealth 

" and jewels. Though your complexion be block 
" as a coal, let your deeds be recorded, brilliant 
" as the moon. Listen to us females, whose re- 
" putation is now decreased ; for they only demand 
" mercy at the liands of a conqueror. May God 
" execute your every wish in exalting yoor &mily, 
" in supjMirting and glorifying it." 

She letire:!. The third advanced, and thus 
.p„kc: 

" O Knight of the horse, unrivalled warrior, 
" foremost when chargers neigh, and horsemen ate 
" in trouble. Every princely mortal is ennobled 
" by thy sword ; and yours are praises like the 
" sweet-scented ambergris. Accept my compliment, 
" and reward me with your kindness. Have pity 
" on a forlorn ^I, who is in misery. Release this 
" boy, and pardon liim ; for he is my hearing and 
" the light of my eyes. this distraction of a, 
" heart, a prey to anguish before I die; for this is 
" my last breath." 

She retired. The fourth sister came forward, and 
thus spoke : 

*' Patience and forbearance are no more; grief 
" and sorrow oppress me. My heart is divided in 
"its wishes — pity the anguish of my soul- O 
" fiiend, take me by the hand, for I am sinking 
" irith destdation. My soul longs to bid farewell 
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" to its afflictionB; but, alas! all its joys tax ex- ' 
" tinct Let us at last be reHeved 1^ your kind- 
"ness!" 

She retired. Hie fiftb^nster now advanced, and 
thus addressed Antar (sbe was the youngest, and 
the most beautiful) : 

" O Enight of the horse, protect me, and |ntf 
"my destitute condition: do not reject our pe-' 
" lition. This youth, whom you have captured, is 
" our brother. Pity his youth, and let not strangers' 
" exult over him. Though he have behaved proudly 
" and overbearingly, let your compasaon extinguish 
" rancour and anger. You are one wlio have the 
" lives of warriors at command, and destroy " liom- 
" awver you wish. Though your complexion be 
" black, bravery, and beneficence, and courtesy, 
" are far superior ; and if the inhabitants of the 
" earth were all exalted, the muldtude would be 
" slaves, and you would be rused on high." 

Having finished, she redred. The mother thrai 
advanced, ta>d thus commoided Antar: 

" 0 Eiiight of 'the horse, protect .us, and |Uty 
"our forlorn state: become our succour against 
" the vicis^tudes of fortune. But if you are re- 
" solved on putting him to death, satiate first your 
" vengeance on us. God forbid, that a Knight 
" should he defident in liberality, and injure us, 
" or make us weep tears of blood. He attacked 
" you insultingly, but he ia overpowered. Pity his 
" youth, and piffdon him his crime. O Eiiight, to 
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" whom there is no equal, pil^ our tears, — coiiipa8> 
" non'will g^Moa your other accompHshments; and 
" when all tiie emth is exalted, the miiltitade 

" be the earth, and you heaven." 

As Autar listened to these prayers, and the 
speeches of Roudha's mother and fiaters, his pagan 
pride stormed in his iiead, and an anxiety to pro- 
tect them increased throughout his limbs, for Antai 
was ever interested for woman; and his heart 
softened afWr what he had endured, and he said to 
Shiboob, Release Roudha irom his fetters. I have 
pardoned him on account of his mother and sisters. 
He directed the women to return to thdr howdahs, 
safe and secure trom harm. Sluboob accordingly 
liberated Boudha from caiptmty, and irfailst all this 
was pasong, Shas stood listening and looldng <xi 
and adnuring An tar's excesdve generoraty and kind- 
ness, and he sud to himself. Truly Antar has exer- 
ttsedhis liberality in its proper place. But Roudha 
was no sooner at liberty than he ran towards Antar, 
and kissed his hands, thanking him, praising him, 
begg^g his pardon, and saying, You well know, O 
Aboolfawaris, that time teaches man some new 
wisdom and experience; I was indeed ignorant of 
the state of the world and its affairs, and was going 
to demand your cousin in marrioge, knowing veiy 
UtUe of you ; but now I have had proofs of your 
value, and till now I was ignorant of the respective 
dignity of Horsemen. Now, however, I beeeedi 
you to accq)t tUe presenta that I have brought with 
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nw for your cou«n Ibla ; you deserve them better 
than I do. I beg most earnestly that you will 
oblige me by recdwng them. And turning towards 
the camels, he unloaded them r on these were three 
robes of velvet of three different colours; on each 
robe was a wreath of jewels worth 30,000 dirhems 
of gold. These he presented to Antar, and he kissed 
the ground beibre him, imploring his fiirgiveness. 
By the futhof an Arab, Roudha, said Antar, you 
are more munificent and Kberal than I am: never 
can I make you any suitable return. Roudha bade 
Antar forewell, and Antar kissed bim between the 
eyes, and thus they separated, each seeking bis 
own country. ' 

Antar and Shas travelled ni^t and day, till me 
mining bang near the land of the Aboans, Sbai 
said to Antar, I think it would be proper, Aboolfa- 
waris, to apprize our families of our arrival. Asyott 
please, my Prince, swd Antar ; and he bid Shiboob 
to go forward. Shiboob gave bis feet to the winds, 
and in less than an hour he reached the tents. 
The famiUes hurried eageriy from every quarter, 
and the news soon reai^ed King Zohar. He or- 
dered Shiboob into his presence, and being informed 
of the approach of Shas and Antar, he ordered 
Ajnarah to be released from prison and confine* 
moA, and tben he mounted^ with his sons and 
offioars, aaA went out to med Shas and the limi- 
wariior Antar. He also ordened hk slaves to pn>- 
daim tt tfarou^iout the tcnt^ that ao one dioidd. 
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be absent, but that all should come forth and bring 
goo(3s with them, to make offerings to Shag and 
Antar in the wild and the waste. In obedience to 
thcEe orders and proclamaiions all the horsemen 
marched out ; the noble warnors of the familv of 
Carad rejoiced, but suence reigned among the fa- 
mily of Zeuud, as if tlicv had lost their children. 
Malik, lUtCs full 1 n \ n d 

the others and ivcni out in mc procession, jimarah 
too mounted, muttering to iiimscif. ISo welcome, no 
welcome, to this bastard slave, who is reUll^ed.safe ! 
and forsooth King Zoheir is not to be fuitisfle^, l»tt 
by requiring us to attend him, and be iiritnesBn ^^ 
hia filthy face. Thus he mounted, thouj^ ha an. 
giush was- inei^tportable. Not a person remained 
in the tents ; every one bad crane forth to Ijail Ao- 
tar, the lord of battles : before them went the wo- 
men, beating the cymbals, and the slaves waving 
their swords ; and the whole country was in uproar 
and tumult. They had not proceeded far when 
they met Shas and Antar. 'J'lie lirst that advanced 
towards them was Princo Malik. I congratulate 
you, 0 my tribe, he e\ciiumed, on what has ap- 
peared this day, ivliicli God lias vouchi^afcd to ho- 
nour witli liis fai our, and on the meeting of my 
brother and my friend. Thus saying, lie embraced 
Antar and his brother. Antarkissed the Prince's head, 
andprayedforacondnuanceoflssglory. Afterthis, 
they all crowded about Shas and Antor, making 
th^ ofieriugs of gold and mlver, and girdles, and 



robes: joy and gladness were difPused among the 
slaves and the freebom ; and the high and die low 
exulted in the return of Abool&waris Antar. Ama- 
rah had hinted to his slaves to stand close to him, 
and not to quit him, saying to them (us he was 
about to execute King Zohier's order) Wlien you 
see me make my present, advance quick, and catch 
it before any one else. The slaves promised to 
do as he bade them, and they had prepared their 
coarse aprons to catch the golden offerings, which 
their niasKr was lo makn. So when this munificent 
Amnrah (.-aiiU' nif^li until Shas and Antar, and stood 
between them, he tesliiSed the utmost joy, and said 
to Antar, Qod has brightened your eyes in this 
affiiir, Aboc^wans, and you have received of Ids 
bounties and favours what no one oth»', on foot or 
on horsebaclt, ever possessed before. And he let 
fall out of his sleeve some gold coin in a sly, artful 
manner ; but ^ihoob slipped in and caught it, and 
took it away and put it all into his own hair-cloth 
apron, and kept it all himself, saying, God bless 
such great men as you who offer presents to tlieir 
fricntis and comrat!(;s. May God reward you well, 
Shibiioli, said Aiiiarah, tbr \ou arc draiTviujr of 
wealth and money: we are all f;reatly rejoiced at 
your return, and all our griefs and sorrows are at 
an end. Maiik, Ibla's Either, next advanced, and 
embracing- Shas, congratulated lum on his escape : 
he kissed his bosom and hands, and saluted him; 
but Shas turned away his face from bim, and said, 
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Malik, no more of your decfnts and ardGcea ; if you 
are really glad at my deliveraiice, as you asj you 
are, marry your daughter to your nephev, Antar, 
(Mb very night. Malik smiled the smile of shame, 
and his heart hurned with excess of anguish. — By 
your life, my lord, said he, through your interces- 
Mon. my heart entei-tains no rancour whatever to- 
wards Arit^ir ; and at this very moment, O prince, 
my dauglitt^r in his handmaiden, and I am one of 
hb slaves, and do you be my witness; if you wish, 
I vill many her to faim this very nt^it^;aiid now 
that he has done all these tluiigs, how is ifa^e^k 
that I shouM not lore luia iu(id&TAirlto9i$r«iA% 
thus spoken, he disnUnmtedh^id Snmed'oniAiitm;; 
but all this was the MSulCof Ins escaAn cumung 
and decnt. However, Antar'diHRounted from Ab- 
jer, and kissed his uncle's bosom and hands, ex- 
claiming, 0 my uncle, do not load me with what 
cannot be supported ! I am indeed your slave, and 
the shepherd of vour ilock. After this, thev all 
mounted aaam. anu everv ueart was cieansed of us 
griefs nnii uisin ssis. r-iietiiui iniiiiinu uii: worm 
too narrow for the extent of liis iov on the arrival 
of his St 
ss she s 

camels witn me, my heart wouia oe relieved from 
-the pmn of these terrible events. Antar smiled, wad 
^composed her. As soon as the people had letirefl 
-'tb thar tents. King Zoh^ ordered camels to be 

dau^tered, and a dinner to be prqiared, and a 
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splendid feast to be set out (the like of wliicti no 
oae in the world ever saw), to teslify his joj at tlie 
escape of his son Shas from drinking t)ie cup of 
death, and the safety of the great Antar. 'lliey 
were thus occupied for tliree whole days, and Antsr 
was always seated by the ade of King Zoheir, and 
every one presented him gifts of value, consisting 
of horses, female slaves, and gold. On the fourth 
night he was invited to a banquet given by Prince 
Shas, and when they had dined and the wine^^glasses 
gcang merrily round, Shas started up and pat 
Ills fauid into Antai^s, in Ailfilnient of what hod 
been hitherto so grievous, and exdaimed in the 
presence of all the dbsians, O sons of my unde, O 
ye, that are here present, whether inend, relalioi^ 
or companion, let every one who wishes to recoup 
pense this hero according to his power, do so; for 
there is no one in tlie whole tribe but Aboolfawari^ 
who can defend his property and goods, or protect 
his family and friends. Let it not be said, O my 
cousins, that Slias only speaks tlius Iiccaupc he is 
overcome witii "iziu; ibr, by llii; Lord of Hca^'cn, 
I am the freedinon of Ijis sword and liis spear, and 
be has overwhelmed me with liberality and mimifi,- 
eeaee. Nothing will I keep bidden or concealed — I 
will lay it al} before Ajitar, as also the pnq>erty of 
my brothers and my fether—ercay thing that be- 
lini^ to me. Shas's brothers were all nnammouB 
in their assent; but Antai thanked them and 
prayed for tl^m, atyijig, 0 my lords, this does not 



{dense me: this appears wrong in my ^eB* diet all 
the pnqwrty <^ the Aabe should be at my dispostil, 
and that I should squander the wealth of the diiefs. 

It is, however, necessary that in ten days I should 
make an excursion among the trihes of Calitan, and 
tarry away all the property of tiiose Arabs, and I 
will not let my marriage-feast be concluded till the 
Beason of the spring be passed, and the high and 
low be eritertined and emiched. It shall he a day 
to me, future ages shall record. Aboolfawaris, 
cried Prince Malik, we will not permit you to ab- 
sent yourself, nor let this your day be followed by 
your morrow until you have celebrated your mar- 
riage-feast and wedding; and when you resolve on 
an excur^oit we will accompany you, and be in 
your suite, and at your command; were we to ex- 
pend our whole substance, and were we sO to act 
justly and impartially, all our property and that of 
all the Ab^ans would be yours and at your disposal : 
for how ofien have you rescued it from the bands 
of the horsemen by the blade of your sword, and 
by the exposure of your life in our cause. When 
Antar heard the princes thus address him, the 
flame within him burnt violently : lie could no longer 
make any Apportion, but waited patiently till the 
feast was over, and when Shas invested him with a 
superb robe, and mounted liim on an Arab steed, 
and treated, him witli every kindness, he retired 
with his father and uncles, seeking the tents of 
Ibla'a fitther. Now all the party hod separated to 
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their own homes and tents, and there was not one 
among them but would willingly have offered all 
he was worth to accomphsh Antar's success hut 
Amarah alone, and his anguish was redouhfed, his 
gall was burst, and his very soul melted ; and his 
brother was in despair about him, for again the 
fever seized him, and the strangury, and the pains 
in his loins, and the diarrhoea. When H«bia went 
to see him he complained bitterly of his atuation, 
and grieved and implored his assistance. Amarah, 
said Kehia, it is quite impossible for us any longer 
to oppose Antar ; for any more absurd plana on our 
part would only be followed by our death and min. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The next day King Zoheir, accompanied by his 
EOBS and his horsemen, rode out to ttic uhasc, as 
was customary among the Arabs of those days. 
They first made inquiries for Antar; but, hearing 
nothing of him, they remained abroad till near the 
third hour, when they returned home to tlicir re- 
spective tents. But Shas, and his brother, Malik, 
sent a slave to the haUtadoDS of the Carad family ; 
and he returned in an hour, his heart filled '^th 
grief. My lord, aaid he to Prince Shaa, no one 
has heard any thing of Antar this day : his unde, 
Malik, assured me bo; adding, that, when th^ 
retired from your feast, he stayed drinking with 
lum an hour, and afterwards repaired to the tents 
of his mother, Zebceba, Early tiiis morning they 
searched for him, to accompany tlieni to the chase 
with your father, King Zoheir, but they could not 
find him ; so, on that account, they put off their 
hunt for the day : and, when Shcdad asked his 
mother about him, she told hun, that, when he 
came home, he did not go to sleep; but^ as soon as 
Urn fires of the tribe were extingiushed, and the 
obscuri^ of lught came on, he mounted lus hors^ 
and, (alung lus bratber, . Shiboob, with him, he 
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departed over llie wilds and the plidns. On Bear- 
ing this account of Antar, Shas was exceedingly 
grieved. May God curse thee, O Malik! he cried ; 
how infamous are thy deeds ! how black are thy 
actionsl ^Vhat is the matter ? asked Prince Malik, 
Know, my brother, replied Shas, that Malik se- 
cretly plots against Antar the very reverse of what 
he promised us : he deceives both us and Antar. 
And he only received him thus craftily and art- 
fully, just to quiet his apprehensions for the mo- 
ment; and now lie has driven him away o'lt of the 
country, and has sent him on some perilous ex- 
pedition. It may be, ohsen cd Prince Malik, that 
he is gone, in order to bring back what may supply 
his marriage-feast, and enable htm to support his 
wedding establishment. O my brother, continued 
Shas, cast away all such ideas. Be assured that 
MaHk 'mil ever practise on us his craft and wiles ; 
and it is my opnion we should inform our &ther of 
his conduct The news was soon spread abroad, 
to the great joy of his enemies, and pardcidariy 
the &mily of Zeead. 

But the cause of Antar's disappearance was as 
fbUows: When Rcbia, and Malik, son of Carad, 
saw Antar return safe with Shas, and that his glory 
was greatly exalted, and that every family be- 
frieniled him, thuir galls burst, and their eenses 
were blinded, particularly Malik, a profident in 
arts and ftauds; for he dared not to contradict 
]tingZoh«r: and thou^ in his presence he ex^ 
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pressed lus eatisiactioii, in the violence of Mb illi- 
quid and accursed maBgni^ lie sud to his daughter 
Ibis, Take these robes that your cousin has brought 
you, abandon your grief and sorraw, gird yourself 
with these strings of pearis and jevels, and decorate 
yourself with every sumptuous article of dress, and 
be not shy of your cou^n in any respect ; for now 
you will be married to him, and all your property 
will be delivered over to him : the bumueas is now 
finally arranged, and his high honours render it 
necessary to conclude it. Now Antar, on his re- 
turn from entertainments, alnays devoted himself 
to a conversation with Ibla, enjoying the sweebiesft 
of her smiles: and^ on bis retuim ifiroin Princ^ 
Shas's feast, he ftccon^aide^ his ftthier<«id 
uncles to the tents of Ibla's father. IbbisecSVed 
him in the kindest manner; and he^>fttfaer%ad 
instructed her, when Shedad and ZaldUnet vol 
Jewad should depai't for the night, to debno .Anttu*, 
and push about the glasses. Being, therefore, 
seated, and the conversation turning on his mar- 
riage, said Malik to Antar, 0 Aboolfawaris, the 
words of Prince Shas grieve my heart ; I do not 
approve of our providing the marriage feast out of 
our own property. Well, said Antar, I will per 
form in your presence deeds such as the bravest 
heroes niU fail in executing — such as no prince or 
warrior will be able to accompliBh. - But what do 
you intoid to do, O AboolTawariaP asked Ibla. 
TeQ me aD, ibai I may comprdiend H. Whatever 



you please, coiuin, said Antar. I deni&nd of yon, 
tBes, added Ibla, that you vill place me amongst 
the most esalted, as lOialid, son of Moharib, did 
on his marriage with his cousin Jaida, daughter 
of Zahir. You little devil, exclaimed lier fhtlier 
designedly, where did you learn any stories of 
knights and warriors? OJi, said Ibla, I heard 
this Irani die «oiiieii ivlio came to ca(i,unilu!iilc me 
on the return of my coiisin. AnUr suiik-d : And 
pray what did you hear on tlint occasion ? said he. 
Enow, answered Ibla, that, whilst they were talk- 
ing of marriages and feasts, one of them said. No 
one has ever made a really magnificent wedding 
bat a kmgfat of the tribe of Zebeed — and he was 
Khalid, son of Moharib, when J^da, daui^ter of 
ZaMr, was united to bim : for he slaughtered at 
his feast a thousand camels, male and female, and 
twenty iions and lionesses ; and he invited to his 
entertainment the horsemen of the tribes of Zebeed, 
of Khitaan, and of Morad-. He staid with these 
three tribes, and supplied them with provisions: 
and the camels were the property of Gheshm, son 
of Malik, Kurnamed the Hrandisher of Spears, a 
knight of the trilic of Aamir; and, when he. mar- 
ried Jaida, the bridle of her camel was hdd by 
the daughter of Moawijali, son of Nizal Antar, 
irritated at her words, quickly replied. And dost 
thou think, then, O Ibla, that this was such a 
ffleet expixAt! At thy marriage I will ^lerrait no 
one to lead thy camel but this Jaida herself, with 
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all her perfections — and round her neck shall be 
sliug the head of Khalid ; so that no one shall vie 
with thee, or be exalted above thee. No, cried her 
father, I will not allow of this: give up such a 
proposal, my daughter. She is talking nonsense, 
Antor: do not listen to her; stir not from home 
till your projects are completed; for I cannot 
possibly refuse King Zoheir and his sons. Antar 
made no reply, but hastened back to his mother's 
dwelling, and awakened Shiboob, and ordered him 
to pr^ure hia horse. Stuboob mstant^ complied ; 
and Aqtar B^n^ng on his back;- ShibocA> : nitiniiig 
hy Ub side. And when thejr vere beyond &e teabsi 
and the fiimes of the wine bad fled finm Aotar^s 
biun, Well, thou btoc^bom, stud he to Sluboob, 
away to the roounttuns of Towdka and the land 
of the tribe rf Zebecd by the shortest road. Well, 
brother, replied Shiboob ; but what is there so 
ui^ent in this affair, that you have set out at this 
unseasonable hour ? j\iitar related what had passed. 
Tliere can be no doubt, added Shiboob, that it is 
your uncle who has exposed you to this perilous, 
enterprise; for how should Ibla know any thing 
about warriors, or hear such things from women ? 

Now all this was Rebia's contrivance : he it was 
iiiio BU^eated this wicked and malicious plan to 
Malik, in order to sacrifice Antar. Malik desired 
luB daughter to mention it to Antar, and make the 
demand of her couan, but not to explain at whose 
instigation. Thus Antar set out by ni^trtravoinng 

VOL. n. K 
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Hilda and wastes, diBF^ardiog Shiboob's hints ; on 
the Gontraiy, he was full of joy a.t aa adventure 
hie beloved had required of him. And, as the jour- 
ney lengthened, he thought of Ibla, and thus ex- 
cl^med : 

" I traverse the wastes, and tlie night is gloomy : 
" I stray over the wilds, and the sands are parch- 
" ing : I deMre no other compamon but the sword, 
" whether, on the day of horrors, the foe be few or 
« numerous. Ye beasts of the desert, beware of 
" tbewanior; for, wbcsi he brandishes his sdmitar, 
" cautim avwia not. Acccmpany me ; ye vill he. 
" hiH peoBtrate carcases, and the Inrds dardng at 
^ than aa die^ borer and locJc on. Now, that X 
" am gfxBg ia quest of Inm, no eternity is there 
" for EhaKd*. , No, no : let Jiuda no longer boast. 
'* Short will be the happiness of their country : 
" soon win tb« tiger come. O Ibla, may the riches, 
" that come fw thee, rejoice tliee, when Fortune 

casts me among thy enemies ! O thou, who, 
" with one glance of the eye, hast exposed my life 
" to deadly arrows, whoso wounds are frightful ! 
" it is well ; for thy embrace is an unadulterated 
" paradise, and the flames of separation from thee 
" cannot be endured. 0 Mount Saadi, may showers 
" from the run-cloud ever moisten thee, and may 
" the dew ever refresh thy lands I How many 
" Dibits have I trarcUod in thj ^odetjt, and lived- 
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" in liapplness, unalloyed by pain, with the damsel 
" who cifcteB the goblets, and whose form sbiQes 
" among them like tlie flame of wine: the maiden 
" who passes them round is of the daughters of 
" Arabia, elegantly formed, and Paradise is in ber 
" eye. If I live, it is she whom I will ever remem- 
" ber; if I die, a night in death with Iier will be 
" existence." 

Now Khalid, whom Antar went to seek, was a 
horseman of the tribe of Zcbeed; and the Arabs of 
those deserts, and the Kings of those countries and 
cities, stood in awe of him. He was a hero of the 
dust and confusion; and Maadi Kereb, the father 
of Aniroo, the Ztbeedian, was allied to liim in feats 
of arms, and in rank, among the Arabs of the de- 
sert: and he used to confess among the horsemen, 
that he bad learnt all bis courage and intrepidity 
from this undaunted lion, and this all -conquering 
warrior, Khalid, sou of Mobarib ; and he was also 
the. cause of his marriage with Joida, the daughter 
of Zahii : and thdr history was marvellous to 
relate. 

Moharib and Zahir were two brothers, by the 
same father and mother; and the Arabs called 
them uterine brothers. Both were eminent for 
their bravery and courage; but Moharib was die 
chief of the clan, and Zahir was bis minis'er under 
hun : he was his counsellor and adviser. At last 
it happened, that a violent dispute and quarrel 
arose between them. Zahir retired to his tents, 
K ^ 
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greatly afflicted, and be knew not irliat to do. 
What 19 the matter widi you ? eud his wife. Why 
do I see you so bewUdered? Tdl me what has 
occurred, and v/bat you aie thinking of. Who can 
have displeased or insulted you, you the greatest of 
the Arab Chiefs? What can I do7 herqiUed; he 
who has injured me is one against whom I cannot 
raise my hand — one I cannot harm ; my companion 
in the womb — my brother in the world ; and had 
it not been he himself, T would have shown him 
the power of a formidable antagonist, and made an 
example of him among the tribes and Chiefs. Aban- 
don him, leave him in his own land, exclaimed his 
wife ; at the same time reciting these verses, from 
some poet of the Ume : 

" As to thy soul, away with it, if it cry out in 
" pain, anil uliandon thy home, to mourn over him 
" that built It. Bear not insult-Axmi &y relatiims ; 
" quit thy relations, and seek what irill stand thee 
" in lieu of them. As to thy person, thou mayst 
" wander from country to country ; hut as to thy- 
" self, thou canst find no other self hut it. The 
" warrior's might is not proved till with his life he 
*' remove all that pcuns him. Send not thy mes- 
" senger on an important affair ; for, with regard 
" to thyself, there is no adviser but thine own self. 
" He whose death must be in a certain spot, can- 
" not die elsewhere. This is the opinion of a wise 
" and sennhle man ; so listen to it, and doubt not." 

Zahir asseiited to his wile's counsel^ and he ]»«- 



pared for his departure, struck bis tents, loaded 
Ua camels, and departed, seeding the tribe of Soad, 
who were also his couana. Still he was greatly 
afflicted at this Emulation Srota his brother, and 
thus spoke : 

" I will wander from thy home a thousand years, 
" and the Journey of every year shall be a thousand 
" miles. Were my favours from ihee a thousand 
" ■*'gypf3, and in each -*^gypt were there a thou- 
" sand Niles, still thy favours would be but trifling ; 
" and I shall be content far from thee with a little. 
" I will recite in thy absence this distich, which a 
" string of pearls cannot equal in value : ' When a 
" man is vexed in the land of his tribe, there is 
" nothing left for him but to depart.' O thou who 
" hast maliciously offended me, soon wilt thou feel 
" what the beneficent Deity vrill effect; ftir he is 
" the judge between thee and me-— be, tiie un- 
" changeable and imperishable." 

Zalur continued his journey till he reached the 
tribe of Saad, where be alighted. They recraved 
him kindly, and welcomed him, and begged him to 
settle among them. It happened that his wife waa 
with child ; and he said to her. If a son be bom, 
moat welcome will he be ; but if it is a girl, conceal 
it, and let it appear to the world at large that we 
have a male child, that my lirotlier may not exult 
over us. When her time was coitiplcted, she brought 
fivth a daughter ; so in private they called her Jmda, 
but in public Jooder, making it appear that she was 
aboy: and accordingtrlbey made a great entntuo- 
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ment and lejcncingB, eveoing and morning. His 
brother Moharib, about the same time, had also a 
son, whom he called Kholid (eternal) ; giving him 
this name because he had continued to prosper in 
his affairs after his brother's absence. Now as the 
two children grew up, and thnr fame was spread 
among the Arabs, Zahir taught his daughter to 
ridp on liorseliack ; he instructed her in all the 
martial exercises of a warrior, and in all that con- 
stitutes bravery and courage, and in the arts of 
war and battle: he hardened her, also, to ixaia and 
dangers; and whene\'er he went forth to battle he 
took her with him, mingling among the othexAiA 
dans in her company; and when lha ianemea. 
j(nned her, she e?er oomnumded in the iront of the 
boldest. Thus she continued to overtbnnr her 
contemporaries, and attacked Hons in tfadr dens, 
till she became a common proverb : and when she 
vanquished a hero, she cried out, I am Jooder, son 
of Zohir, the horseman of the clans and the tribes. 
In the like manner flourished her couun Khaltd) 
son of Moharib, who was tlie Chief of his peCFple; 
And he hod established dwellings where guests were 
wtertuned, and where horsemen took up their 
jlbad& Khalid was educated among them, and 
acquired fcntitude of heart : he perfected himself in 
horsemanship among tliem, until he came forth an 
intr^nd wanior, and a valiant hero ; every horse- 
man and every kiught acknowledged hts courage 
md undflunted squl. At last be h^rd of hiscounn 
Joodtt; eatd lua makty to psark-hiin, and eag^ 



him, and be an eye-witness of his skill in arms, 
became very great: but lie was unable to gratify 
his wish, on account of his father's indignation: 
and thus he continued, till, his father dying, lie 
obtained possesion of his seat, and inlierited his 
property and lands. He acted as his father had 
done, in keeping up the establishments fur guests, 
in protecting the timid and the lielpless, and in 
clothing the widowed and the naked. He used also 
to ride out in the plains with his warriors, and 
exercised himself with the horsemen ; so that his 
bodily powers and vigour were sti'engthened. And 
after a short time, he collected some rich presents, 
and taking his mother with him, he went to visit 
his uncle; neither did he halt till he came unto 
Zahir, who was delighted to see him, and set apart 
for him a magnificent dwellings for he had heard 
accounts of his accomplishtiientB from various tra- 
vellers. KhaUd also visited Ills cousin : he saluted 
her, and pressed her to his huEoiii, and kissed her 
between the eyes, thinking slie was a young man. 
He was much pleased with lier, and stayed ten 
days with his uncle, every day engaging with his 
horsemen, and lancing with his warriors. But his 
cousin, when she beheld how beautiful and valiant 
he was, was deeply enamoured of him. She re- 
nounced sleep ; she ate nothing, and her love and 
passion increased: and now when the flaoie of love 
had gtuued complete possession of her heart, she 
complained of her situation to her mother, saying, 



D my motW, if my oounn dqinti, and I do not 
accompany lum, I efaaQ die <if grief in lua absence. 
Her mother pitied her, and could not reproach her, 
being fully convinced how unavailing would be all 
reproof. J^da, said she, conceal your feelings, 
and be not so distressed: you have not acted im- 
properly; you have, on the contrary, done nothing 
but what 18 correct ; for he is your couein, of yout 
flesh, and of your blood. You resemble him in 
beauty and loveliness, in form and Hgure, and also 
in bravery and horsemanship. To-morrow, when 
his mother comes to us, I will explain the matter 
to her : we will marry you to him without delay ; 
and we will, moreover, return to our native land. 
Site mated patiendy till the felloning d^, when 
Kbalid's mother came : her mother then cmiducted 
her into the apartm^t, and tmcorerii^ her head, 
her hnr fell over ha ^ibnldo^ Ehidid's mother 
pcTcaving her excesave beauty and charms, was 
qtnte bewildered, and esclMmed, Cousin, is this not 
yoor son Jooder.' No, she replied, this is Jaida; 
the moon is risen. And she related the circum- 
stance, and aD that had passed with her husband, 
and how she had concealed her sex, fearful of the 
consequences, Couein, continued Khalid'a mother, 
in astonishment, amongst all the daughters of Ara~ 
bia, most celebrated for their beauty, 1 have never 
seen one more lovely than this girl. What is her 
name? Jwda, she replied; and my only object in 
diackiang this drcumstance, is to offer you all these 
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chams : and it Is my wish to marry her to your 
eon, and to return to our native land. To this 
Khahd's mother immediately assented : And most - 
fortunate, said she, will be my soo vith such a 
pogsesaon. She instantly started up, and repairGd 
to her son, to whom she imparted all she had seen, 
expatiating on the charms of Jaida's form. By the 
fmth of an Arab, said she, I have never, my son, 
beheld in any desert or dty, amongst the most 
perfect of the daughters of Arabia, any one that 
resembles your cousin ; nothing can be more beauti- 
ful than her form — more exquisite than her love- 
liness and shape. Haste then, my son, lo your 
uncle Zahir, and demand her of hini. Lucky, in- 
deed, if he grants her to your wishes: let her not, 
my son, escape you. As Klialid listened to these 
words, he hung his head towards the ground, and 
remaining tJioughtful awhile. Mother, said he, I can 
stay hete no longer; I must return home to mj 
horsemen and my troops. I do not wish to have 
any thing more to say to, my counn, now that it is 
ascerttdned th^ she is a person t£ a wu'riog boaonr, 
awkward in speech, and of a trimal, li^t ^spo- 
sition ; for I have always been accustomed to the 
sodety of warriors, where I thro* away money, and 
scqiure martial renown. As to her love for me, 
it is , only a maiden, feminine weakness. And he 
mounted his horse, and accoutred himself in his 
armour and warlike weapons ; he bade adieu to his 
uncle, and lesolved on instant departure. What 
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mems thk hmte! ^claimed his unole. I cannot 
poss&ly remtun here any longer, answered KhaM; 
and he rode off, traver^g the wilds and the wastesl 
His mother took leave of Jaida, and hating com- 
municated to her all that had passed trith her Bcaiy. 
she mounted her she-camel, and set out on her way 
home. Jmda's soul felt the indignity. She was 
deprived of all repose, and scarcely ate any thing; 
and when her father, a few days after, was going 
forth with a party of brave horsemen'tn quest erf 
gain, and to plunder warriors, he looked at her, 
and observing she was much altered, out of spirits, 
and dejected, he made no remark, hoping that she 
would soon recover. 

Her father had no sooner quitted the tents, than 
Jaida, who percdved that her life was in danger, 
and that her situation was critical, sfdd to her mo- 
ther. Mother, I am dying, and that wretch Khalid 
still lives. I must make him drink of the dis- 
tractions of death, and make him taste of the bit- 
terness of punishment and torture, if God but 
grant me the power. Slie rushed forth Hke a 
lioness, and, clothed in armour, she mounted her 
horse, telling her mother she was going to the 
diase. She traversed rocks and moimtains, her 
anxiety ever increasing, and her distress augment- 
ing, lall she approached the dwellings of her cousin. 
Having disguised herself, she entered the tents of 
public entertainment, close-vizored, hke a horsemaii 
of Hyaz- The daves and attendants met her, and 
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gave her a most hospitable reception, behanng 
towards lier as ihey always did to tlieir guest^ or 
oiiy noble personage. That night sbe reposed; 
but Uie next day ^e came forth into the course, 
where she engaged the horsemen, and proved her 
superiority over the bravest, to the great astonish- 
ment of oil the spectators. It was not yet mid-day 
when all her cousin's Jioi'scmen acknowledged her 
8U])eriority. Khalid marked her prowess, and was 
surprised at such unoKnmon skill, and went forth 
tomeether. JaidaeiurDUDteredhim,«ndithey,bodi 
GCHDmeiwed the attadc, exhilnliiig ;eiffinr.ftiatligem 
in the itnnnnlf and defence until ths dnjoiesairfSdie 
night came on ; when th^ separated, unliiut, and 
DNtber of them knew whidt was the conqueror. 
Thus was Jidda exalted in the eyes of every epeo- 
tator, and the distress of thdr hearts was assuaged 
when they saw her wonderful intrefadity and skilL 
Khalid ordered all his slaves to attend on her, say- 
ing, Treat this groat Knight most hospitably ; and 
be retired to bis own tents, bis heart entirely en- 
grossed with the combat. She remained three days 
witli liim, and every day she appeared on the 
course, and engaged iier cuu^n till the close of the 
day; and though she was exceedingly rejoiced, yet 
lihe never discovered herself: and it never occurred 
■to Mm to make any inquiries of her, or ask her to 
^ifiat tribe, she bdoDged. On the fourth morning, 
.Khalid mounted aa usual, and sought the plain; 
and ari bQ;{wned by the tents of entertainment, he 
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mr her mountiiig her horse. He laluted her, imd 
she returned the ooaqdiment. NoUe Arab, ssid 
KhaKd, I wish to put one question to you. I hare 
hitherto been ilcficicnt in decwrum, but I aow be- 
seech you, by the God wfao has clothed you in 
robes of beauty, and has endowed you with such 
dexterity in feats of arms, teli me who you are, 
and to what noble Princes are you alUed? for yout 
equal ill bra^'ery and horsemanship I have never 
beheld. My heart is all anxiety — my soul is all 
doubt and eagerness. Jaida smiled, and replied, 
as she opened her vizor, Khalid, 1 am a woman, 
and no warrior; I am your couan, Jaida, who 
offered her person to you, and resigned herself to 
yoQ ; but you accepted her not, priding yourself on 
your love of arms. And she instantly turned away, 
and ^TiDg the rdoa to ber charger, she sought 
her native lau4. Her cousin retired, abashed: he 
knew not what to do with the love and pasdon that 
now beset him. He abhorred all his warlike pur~ 
suits, on aecount of the traubles with wliieh they 
had encircled liim ; and his hatred for women was 
converted into love- He sent for his mother, and 
related the adventure. My son, said she, this cir- 
cumstance only renders you still more deserving of 
ber: wut patiently, that I may go and demand 
her of ber motlier. She accordingly mounted her 
she-camel, and departed over the deserts, following 
the traces of Juda ; who having reached home, in- 
fiumed her mother of all that had occutied; and 
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greatly was she alarmed at what she had done. 
Khalid's mother soon arrived, and throwing herself 
into her cousin's arms, begged her to marry Juida 
to her son. Zahir was still absent on liis excursion. 
But when she imparted to her daughter Khalid's 
request, That can never be, said Jaida, were I even 
:up of death. I only performed 
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and importune him with assurances till he granta 
jour request. His mother's advice soothed his 
pains : and wlien he heard of his uncle's return, 
he assembled the Chiefs of liis family, to whom he 
related his aitventure. Greatly ivcri' iht'j iima/ed ; 
and Maadi Kereb (for he was one of Khalld's 
bravest comrades) observed, This is, indeed, a most 
angular oceuireDce: we han always understood 
that your uncle Zafair bod a sou called Jooder : but 
mnr the wbcile affmr ia discDvoed, and made mani- 
fest. You are, tber^bn^ the fetaoa who haa the 
best ri^t to the dai^ghter of your naole. It wiU 
be well for us all to go to him, and throw ounelves 
down before him, begging him to return to his 
family, and not marry his daughter to a stranger. 
Khalid, witliout any further deUy, took with him 
one hundred of his chosen horsemen, who hod been 
brought up with Moharib and Zaliir from their 
youtli ; and collecting some magnificent presents, 
more valuable than his former oderings, he set out, 
and did not halt till he reached the tribe of Sa;id. 
Khalid congratulated his uncle on his safe relurti ; 
but Zahir was amazed at this second viut, after so 
short an interval, particularly when he perceived 
the Chiefs of the family with him. He nenat 
thought of lus daughter Jmda, and wity supposed 
that they WNe come to induce him to return to 
natiTe land. He received them hoqiitaliily^ and 
accommodated than mth tents, and lodged them 
in luB most magnificott dwellings. He daui^tered 



camels aaA aTieep, and prepared a feoat, sopplying 
them witli every requisite for three days. On the 
fourth day, Khalid arose, and having first thanked 
and commended his uncle, he demanded his daughter 
in marriage, and begged him to return home with 
them. Zahir denied having any other cliild but 
his son Jooder ; but Kliahd explained the whole 
affair, and stated to him what bad happened con- 
cerning his daughter; at which Zahn hung down 
his head to the ground, in excess of shame, Por 
some time he remained thoughtful ; till feeling that 
the buraness could only become worse, he turned 
towards all present, and said, Cousins, I will no 
long^ hedtate to confess the secret : and now let 
UB terminate the bunness, and marry her to her 
oounn as sooa as posnUe ; for be, of all men, merits 
faer the most So he gave him his hand for the 
marriage, and tbey immediately shook hands in 
the presence of the Cbie^ who were witnesses to 
the contract; and they settled her dower at five 
hundred shc-camcIs, red-haired and black-eyed, and 
a thousand he-camels, laden with the rarities of 
Yemen. The tribe of Saad, with wliom Zahir bad 
been living, were amazed at this event. But when 
Zahir demanded Jmda's consent to this arrange- 
ment, she stood abashed at what her father had 
done : however, he assured her so poutivdy that 
be could not leave her umnarriec^ diat at last 
said, Father, if my cousin desires me id marnage^ 
I wUl not enter , unto him undl he eon slau^iter at 
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my wedding-feast a thousand cameb belonging to 
Gheshm, son of Malik, gurnamed the BrandUher 
of Spears. Khalid assented to this requisition ; 
but tlie Sheikhs and warriors would not quit Zahir 
till be had collected all his property and wealth, 
and departed home with them : and no sooner was he 
settled, than Khalid conducted away one thousand 
horsemen, with whom he vanquished the tribe of 
Aamir. He plundered their property, and s!ew a 
number of their heroes, after having wounded the 
Brandisher of Spears in three places, and taken 
away from his lands more than Jdda bad de- 
manded. With this booty he returned, exulting 
in his success: but when he now sought the con- 
summation of the marriage, Jaida again sent for 
him, and sad. If you wish me to be your wife, 
first fulfil all my wishes, and execute the contract I 
shall form with you. My demand of you is this: 
on my marriage-day, let the daughter of a nohle, 
free-bom woman hold the bridle of my camel. She 
must be a Prince's daughter, and of high dis- 
tincdon ; so that I may be honoured above all the 
Tirana of Arabia. Khalid acquiesced, and obeyed. 
On that very day lie mounted, with his horsemen, 
and traversed the plains and the valleys, seeking 
the land of Yemen, till he reached the country of 
Hijrg and those sand-hills. Here he attacked a 
Itunily-tribe of Moawiyeh, son of Nizal. He came 
down upon him like a torrent of rain ; and plying 
hie swcncd among hia honemen, he todc prisoner 



Amima, Moawiyeh's daughter, from lier retirement; 
and thus he returned, having performed deeds no 
heroes of old ever executed, diaperaing whole tribes 
and clans, and plundering tlie property of all llie 
Arabs in those parts; and he did not re-enter his 
own dwellings till he had collected wealth thatcovered 
the country and the deserL The damsEis met him, 
playing on dieir cymbals and musical instruments, 
and the whole tribe rejoiced ; and when he came 
nigh to his own home, he clothed the widows and 
orphans, and invited to lus feast all his friends and 
companions. All the Arabs of that r^on flocked 
to his marriage, and he supplied them with meat au( i 
wine in abundance. But whilst the guests were 
engaged in fepsting and merriment, Kbalid, accom- 
panied by ten slaves, rode away into the wilds and 
the marshes, to attack lions in their dens single- 
lianded, and to hunt lions and lionesses, with their 
cubs, that he might carry them back to the tents, 
where lie wished to serve up iJieir flesh as a mea], 
and distribute it among all classes. Jaida knew what 
he was doing; she also mounted her horse, com- 
pletely armed, and, disguiang herself, quitted the 
tents; and as there remained still three days of 
carousing, she sought for Khalid in the desert, and 
found him in a den. She rushed at him like a savage 
lion, and assailed him with loud shouts, crying out. 
Dismount, you Arab, from your horse — strip off 
your coat of mail, and your armoui'. If you hesi- 
tate, I.wilLdrive this spear through your chest, and 
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force it out quivering through your back. Ehalid 
determined to eii^^age and atuckher, and theycom- 
nieLicefl a furio^is combat, and after an hour's con- 
flict, he perceived id lier what afFrighted liis eyes- 
Checking his horse, and refraining from the battle, 
I demand of you, by the faith of an Arab, he cried, 
to (ell me what horseman of the desert you are, for 
I observe that your thrust is irresistible, and your 
blow inevitable; and verily you have disappointed 
me in my vieh, and ia the accomplishment of my 
bopes. At tliese words, Jaida raised the Tiaor horn 
herface. KhaHd, sheened, Wholikeyoncan attsdc 
vild beasts in tbdr dens? That Ous should be smd 
to the yii^gina of Antlna ia not the attribute of a 
Uon-warnor! KhalidwosBba^iedather'taunts. By 
the fmth of an Arab, he replied. No one but your- 
self can re^t me. But is tliere no one in all this 
desert who challenged you, or did yoii only wish to 
exhibit before me a specimen of your gallantry? 
By the faith of an Arab, added Jaida, I only came 
fwth into this desert to assist you in chasing the 
■wild beasts, that you might not be reproached 
among the warriors on my account. Khalid was 
astonished at her expressions, and amazed at her 
spirit and resolution. So they both dismounted, 
and darted intp a cavern. Khalid seized two fero- 
uousbeast8,andJaida seized a lion andtwolionessea, 
'iaA^Sa^jfm&fnned deeds to strike every eys with 
itomff. l%is bmng done, tfaey congratulated each 
■Other, and Jiuda was rqinced in the presffliee t£ 
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Khalid. Henceforth, said she, I will never permit 

you to leave tlie tents till after our raarringc; and 
immediately slic hnstened back to her ])rivate apart- 
ments. Khalid also returned with the wild beasts to 
the horsemen, who shuddered at what he had done, 
and exalted his dignity above all otlier heroes. They 
thus continued die iisasl, and every one was satiated 
with food. The maidens put the cymbals in move- 
ment, and the slaves flourished their swordit, whilst 
the damsels and virgins sang till the evening, v/hen 
Jaida was married to Khalid, and he was blessed in 
her possession. Amima, tlie daughter of Moawiyeh, 
held the hridlc of her camel, and the glory of Jaida 
was exalted among women and men. The hour 
was propitious; every foe grieved ; every friend re- 
joiced. But in tile course of tiiat year Zahir died, 
and Jaida inherited all his property, his he and she 
camels. The kings of Arabia feared her, and mighty 
rulers were tributary to her; and every courteous 
poet of the desert extolled her in his rhymes. Now 
it happened tiiat this story reached Rehia, and he 
was dehghted at it, for he felt certain of tlic destruc- 
tion of Antar. 

Now Antai', with Shibnob rimninir ahead, did 
not halt till he reached tlie lands of Zebeed. He 
concealed himself in the barren wastes, and de- 
spatched Shiboob to gain int^gence. Shiboob 
hastened onward till he come to the tents, which he 
entered about the close of the day, aadbegana con- 
Tersadon with the slaves and freemen, till, the mom- 
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iog dawning, he returned to bis brother, swifl as s 
blast of wind, and cxdaimiKl, These lands are just 
now unoccupied by their masters, for Khalid has 
mounted his horse with some others, and has left 
Jtuda here witli two thousand warnors. But what 
iBJaida'setaploymentPcriedAntar in haste. Whither 
IB Kbalid gone? I asked some slaves about him, 
rephed Shibonh, and they told me he was gone to 
war with the tnijcs of Tcraecm and Aamir, with the 
chiefe of ins heroes. But Jnida rides out every night 
mth twenty horsemen, and wanders about the high- 
ways far from the tents, fearful lest any Arab foe 
should surprise ibem. By the f^th of an Arab, 
cried Antilr, my wishes are accomplished: this veiy 
lUght will I Kize Jmda, when she launches out into 
the desert But do you, 0 Ebe Reah, as soon as I 
fall upon her aiid attack' her, run on and cut off 
the way home from her attendants, so that not one 
may escape. Thus they remained concealed tiil the 
darkness of night came on, when they quitted their 
retreat, and, as they had arrived close to the tents 
by a by-road, Juda and her horsemen appeared 
under the obscurity of the night, and Jmda headed 
the warriors like a tower, or a fi-agmmt rent bom a 
mountdn, and thus she exdaimed : 

" The dust of horsemen ia the desert is iKiUiant 
" to me : to pierce tb«r boamns in tbe figbt is my 
" employment. To hunt lions ia thai dens is xay 
" glory, and to boast over others who cannot equal 
" me: for daily I am in ^ wastes, making Hons 
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" tremble &r thar' sepanttioa fiom tliar lionesses 
" widi tbrar cubs. And the tnbes acknowledge that 
" my ftme is luaed above aS that have ixeceded me; 
" I am Jaida, and Hm'i^ dares to asnnit me I 

1^ plunge into i^bt, in the rocks in the ^nns. 
" I alone may exult above all mankind, in diy ac- 
" tions, in my fortune, and in my husband." 

Antar listened till Jaida had finished her verses, 
when turning to Sliiboob, Son of my mother, said 
he, intercept these horsemen on the ^de of the tents, 
whilst I attack Jmda, and I will show you what I will 
do amongst these our foes. Shibod) obeyed, and 
giving his feet to the winds, sought the extended 
waste, till he was in their rear, and had cut off their 
road home; here he crouirhed ujiun his knees, and 
emptying his quiver before liim, he remained in ex- 
pectation of th^ approach. But Antar's assault 
.on Jaida resembled the assault of a Toradous liim; 
he drove his spear at her horse and it enter^ his 
chest, and she and the horse fell together to the 
ground; at the instant he drew forth his noble 
Dhami and rushed upon her comrades. In the 
twinkling of an eye he slew twelve of them : the 
remaining eight fled ; but Shiboob received them 
with his arrows of death. Antar also overtook them, 
and destroyed some, quick astlic eye-glante; so that 
not one out of the twi-nty estajR-d. They now re- 
turned to Jaida, who liad iaileii, and for a time she 
was stunned; but soon recovering ha-seif, alie stared 
to tbe light and to the left. Seeing no on^ she 
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started up, and grasped hex aanatitc, and speeded 
homevaidB. She was, however, much weakened by 
her and could not concave who could have done 
such a deed. She had not gone far, when Ae met 
the horses of lier companions, without their riders. 
She mounted one of them, and as through the dark- 
ness of the night she was proceeding to the tents, lo! 
Antar encountered her, looking out for her with 
Shiboob. She no sooner heard Antar speak to Shi- 
boob, than being convinced that he must have heen 
the author of her own fall, and the death of her 
attendants. Begone, she cried, ye who would realize 
jour hopes with Jaida; and though your attack 
and jour thrust have g^ren jau an opportunity of 
se^g her stretched on the ground, yet is abe t&> 
turned to make you drink of the cup of anDifailation. 
She thus became furious, and bellowed like a lion at 
Antar : be met her, and they commenced the con- 
flict, which they kept up so violently and vehe- 
mently, that their arms and shoulders were com- 
pletely benuinliL'ii, and thev felt assured of death, 
whilst 151iiboob, to protect his brother, watched about 
the desert in the dark. At last Jaida was fatigued 
and exhausted, for she had encountered a warrior 
unlike any warrior, and a hero without an equal : 
fltill she would not retreat from the battle, and not- 
withstanding all she had suffered, she evinced per- 
severwice and desperate resolution to the last, con- 
cealing her pain and anguish, and fully determined 
nther to ^enA than surrend^ bersdf to Antar. 
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When Antai was aware that she hegtai to fail, he 
darted at her bs b Uon oa his prey, and seizing her 
by the rings of her mail, he rtused her up in his 
hand like a sparrow in the claws of a devouring 
hawk; and as he dashed lier violently to the ground, 
her length nearly entered into her breadth. Shi- 
boob fell upon Iter, and fastened down her sliouldcrs, 
and bound tight her arms and her ribs. And it 
was about day-break, when said Shiboob, Now, my 
brother, let us away before the day becomes clear, 
and the news reach the dweUings, lor horBEDl^ will 
come upon us from all sides. WhtUm^ns^lnuih a 
proposal? esclaimed Antar. Shall I rcttunihonjc^ 
without aay he or she camds ? Shall I leave the 
foapatj of these people untouched and at liberty? 
and must a second expedition be undertaken for 
IbhTs mariiageP By the faith of honest Arabs, X 
will not stir from this country till I drive away all 
the he camels, and untouched she camels, and what, 
ever else I covet : then will I return home, and my 
wishes be fulfilled. Shiboob approved; and they 
concealed themselves till the sun had risen three 
hours, and the ciU^tle came forth in quest of the pas- 
tures: and when they were at aomo diolaiice from 
the tents, Antarrushed among them, mid se|>;irating 
them fixim their shepherds, he drove away ih e thou- 
'Sand he and she camels, with their lierdsmen, having 
first dealt some cleaving blows among the slaves, 
.who cried out, Quarter from thy sword and thy 
qiear ! Some of them escaped home, and exclumed 
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Alas ! alsB ! we are undone, ^e horsemen uutandy 
mounted, and joimng the dares and the Bhepheids, 

WhatisthematterPthey cQed; vhefebJaida? What 
has fortune done to her P The slaves only replied, 
WhatofJaida? we know nothing of her. We only 
know that o black horseman, tawoy and furious, 
the image of a painted death, has driven away the 
camels, and has slain many of us with his sword — 
he is now waiting and lixiking out for any who may 
assail him. We ima^ne he must have already killed 
Jmda. Hat one of the horsemen, named Jahir, ex- 
claimed. What is this ? Can any single warrior op- 
pose Jaida, the destroyer of heroes? Can any one 
contend with her in battle ? Had she even fallen in 
with a numerous host, she would not have left cme 
alive. She must only he absent in the desert for the 
chase. We must keep thbbuuness secret from her, 
and parry this attack. Upon this, they slackened thdr 
bridles, they fixed their spears, and rode off till they 
overtook Autar, scattered «bout as they were in tens 
and'twenties. They beheld him motionless in the 
waste. He had taken his feet out of his stirrups, and 
crossed them over Alijer's neck, leaning on his over- 
whelming lance, nor was he moved by this sight. 
As they approached, they crieil out, Whoart thou, 
thus esertipg thy feet towards death, and drawing the 
hridleof perdidontoirards thyself? Noanswerdeigned 
lie to gjve'tli^; but, rcpladng his feet in the sdr- 
rups, he lifted his spear from the ground, and bs~ 
Buled them like a licoi rushing out of his cave. He 



pierced one, and overthrew him; a second he de- 
prived of life ; of a third he tore out the entrails ; a 
fourth he dashed to the earth ; a fifth he left de- 
spairing of life. Now those tliut ndvaiiced against 
Antar amounted to eight hundred, all valiant seoivl- 
iDg-eyed warriors. But where are the Pleiades, 
and where the earth ! Where are towns and where 
are villages ! Where are the seas, and where are 
rivers even when they flood! And in less than an 
hour he had destroyed numbers of them ; the rest 
escaped, and sought safety in flight, excliuining, 
May the curse of God light on your flat-nosed 
father,- and your harlot mother ! How forcible are 
your blows ! how irresistible your attack ! He pur- 
sued them, till having driven Uicm out of that land, 
he returned for their scattered horses and dispersed 
arms ; and wlien he had collected the whole, Shiboob 
followed him as he traversed (he rocks and sand- 
hills, till the beat part of the day wa,s s]jent, when, 
lo ! a dust arose in front of them, and darkened the 
land. Well, sMd Antar to Shiboob, All paltry shifts 
and evasions will be useless this day. Do you take 
care of our booty and Jaida, whilst I show you 
what I will do with these foes. 'I'lius saying, he 
gave the reins to Abjcr, and ha.stoned onward. But 
he had not gone far, when Shiboob appeared before 
him. \Vhere is Jaida and the plunder? he cried, 
Alas ! replied Shiboob, this dust and the slaves 
under my charge took off' my attenUon from her, 
and as soon as they ]>erceived the dust also, they 
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refused to drive on the camds; thqr screamed out 
at me, and came down upcn me; I turned aside 
from them, and slew three of them; and greatly 
afraid I was, that, were I to attend to them exclu- 
nrely, this army might overtake me whilst you were 
eng^ed far away from me in the conflict, and that 
I should he made to drink of the cup of death ; 
£)r, indeed, this dust announces an immense force, 
and you are alone in the deserL 0, you son of an 
accursed mother ! cried Antar, so you in your alarms 
have quitted Jaida and the booty. By the faith of 
an Arab, I will show you wonders this day. He 
slackened hia reins, anii galloping on till he overtook 
the cattle, he found that the slaves had already set 
Jaida at liberty, and were shouting out, O for die 
warriors of Zebecd ! Jaida was also mounted ; but 
her distress and indignation were intense, for she 
was bandaged up on account of her wounds, and 
unarmed. Antar observing th«r situation, rushed 
upon them like a ravenous Uon, and roared out a 
frightful roar at the slaves. Ye bi^tards, he cried, 
presume not to move. He pierced the first, and 
hurled him to a distance ; a second lie deprivt^d of 
existence ; a third he emboweled ; a fourth he 
made a warning to all that beheld him. But the 
slaves and the horsemen, seeing their own alarming 
position, exclaimed, 0 warrior of the age, quarter, 
quarterfrom your sword ! quarter liom your spear ! 
and they all assembled together, and drove the 
catde on before Mm. As to Jmda, when she 
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marked Antar's exploits, she shuddered, and her 
ejos were bewildered. Slie gave the reins to her 
horse, and galloped towards the dust, in hopes cf 
assistance from it. An tar pursued her like an eagle, 
or a lion spnapag^oat'd iaa Sen, and it gladdened 
his soul that he should have to plunge into the midst 
of that army in quest of Jaida, so that he might 
fulfil his object, even were lie to drink of the cap of 
perdition. Jaida ardently gazed to ascertain what 
horsemen were in front of her, and lo ! they were of 
a swarthy complexion, on steeds nimbler than an- 
telopes, and they alt shouted out, O by Abs, 0 hy 
Adnan 1 Gome on, 0 Aboolfawaris, on to your foe ! 
F^not, for we are cooie BoMy «l^uf''ic06ulit 
into diis land. ' ~ " 
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CHAPTER XII. 

When the Princes Shas and Malik missed Antar, 
they inquired of Ibla's father concerning him ; but 
aa he gave them no direct intelUgence, they repaired 
to their father, Kiog Zoheir, to acqumnt him with 
what had bt^pened to Antar. * At this nevs his 
bosom be(»me tigluened and o|^ressed ; he seat for 
Shedad, and asked him about his son. He could 
^ve him no inftsmation ; but sud, My liad, my 
brother Malik hea complete ascendancy over him, 
and I am convmced that he has entrapped him, and 
exposed him to dangers. X am in the greatest dis- 
tress and despiur about him. By the fmth of an 
Arab, cried King Zoheir, if your son Antar should 
be sliun, or should any misfortune befol him, I will 
put your brother Malik to death, and I will hang 
his son Amroo ; so, Shedad, try to obtain some 
true intelligence for me on' tliis point. Shedad sig- 
nified his obedience, and quitting the king's presence 
he commisdoned Zebeeba to go to Ibia and inquire 
of her what had passed, and what had been con- 
certed. Zebeeba accordingly repaired to Ibia, and 
in answer to her questions Ibia imparted to her all 
that bad been planned against Antar. Zebeeba 
iminediatdly returned, and told Shedad all his. 
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brother Malik's contrivances. Upon this, he has- 
tened back to King Zoheir, and communicating the 
newB to him, he added, Never can my son return — 
never will lie be able to escape from the claws of his 
enemies, now that they have exposed him to the 
swords of Khalid and Jaida. May Grod never let 
your brotlier taste of rain or moisture ! exclaimed 
Shas. By the fmth of a noble Arab, I will not 
suffer him to remain alive whilst I am among the 
mansions of this world. But should Antar be killed, 
most ample vengeance will I have; your ijroiher 
Malik shall be well repaid. But if he he still alive, 
I will aid him against all his enemies. And it was 
the wish of Shos instandy to mount and to go after 
Antar. Stop, my son, said his father, for I myself 
will march with all my warriors of the brave Absiana 
to the assistance of Antar, our protector, and the 
remover of all our difficulties. 

King Zoheir immediately ordered his slaves to 
proclaim to the horsemen an expedition against the 
tribe of Zebeed. He himself mounted, and went 
out towards a spot called Nika, where, the eagle 
standards being raised over his head and all the 
noblest Abaans being assembled round him, he pre- 
pared for war and battle; and as they were about 
to traverse the wastes, Malik, Ibla's father, went up 
to King Zoheir, and said, What means all this 
agitation ? Whither have you resolved on marching 
with this host P To loosen the knot you have tied, 
replied King Zoheir, that we may unravel it with 
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arms and slaiiglitcr. Bill you, filth that you arcj 
how often have you deceived us, and Hcd in yout 
speech ! and exposed our cousin to misfortunes and 
calamities! My lord, said Malik, this affair was 
none i^my dmag. I have hut this moment lieard 
of it; and, in ikct, I was resolved on retunimg to 
die taite in order to strike off my daughter's head 
vidi the edge of the swordj Ibr the vomen must 
have turned her wita to have made btr talk aa ab- 
surdly to her coudn, thus obli^g Antar to under- 
take so perilous an enterprise. By the faith of an 
^rab, exclaimed Shas, truly thy death would be 
preferable to thy existence, for this plot is only one 
of thy deeds, and one of thy stratagems, and one of 
thy calamities ; otherwise, never would Ibla have 
pointed out such a dreadful adventure, I swear to 
thee, were I not afraid of my father and Antar's 
comfort, I would strike off thy head, and make lliy 
skull fly from thy shoulders, that thy infamous 
designs might revert on thyself. Avaunt ! away 
from us ! Assodate not with us in this affiiir — be no 
Icnger a compamon e£ ours. And he fdl upon him 
vrilh a whip he had in lus hand, and cut him across! 
the shoulders till he neariy killed him, and thus 
forced lum back. King Zoh^ also drove away 
Kebla and the crowing Amarah, tc^eAer with all 
the family of Zeeod, and all the plotters agtunst 
Antar; and with tlie remaining wanrws he pro'- 
ceeded on his journey. : -. 

But Malik, Ibla's father, liiTunk amy. Crying 
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out with pain ; I cannot, will not, remtun any longer 
in the land of the tribe of Abs, said he to Rebia, 
for now no one will ever again raise his head to- 
wards me. I will emigrate, anil ecck llit^ land 
of Syria, where I will establish inyseJf, and worship 
the Cross : and not let this slave-demon bully me — 
Oh, had he cut off our heads with ihe sword, it 
would have been more tolerable than this Insult! 
Ay, said Rebia, it is very true, O Malik! King 
Zoheir has only treated us thus on account of this 
vile, base-bom slave ; let us therefore emigrate from 
the land of Shureba and Mount Saadi, that no one 
may find fault with us, or expose us to taunts and 
reproaches. So they collected their standards for 
their departure, and direi-ling their slaves to strike 
their tents and load the camels, they mounted, and 
prepared for an entire separation. They drove 
away their cattle, with their women and their chil- 
dren before them, amounting in all to seven hun- 
dred, for Rebia was one of the sheikhs of the most 
celebrated Absian families, and he had been the 
companion of renowned monarchs. His brotliers 
were nine, all famed horsemen, who took part in the 
councils of King Zoheir. Malik was also of the 
party, with his daughter and all his property. 
Oorwah, son of Wird, likeivise departed with one 
hundred horsemen, all Absians, and great warriors. 
Towards the close of the day they set out, and when 
they halted in the evening they began to dehberate 
on the course they should take. Nothing can suit 



us better, said they all, than the land of the tribe of 
Aamir, for tlicy ore honourable and noble people. 
Let us go down to Ehalid, son of Giafcr, a liberal 
and hospitable man ; and also Ghcshm, son of 
Malik, sumamed the Brandisher of Spears ; let us 
for ever establish ourselves among them, for we 
form a numerous host No ; smd Kebia, why should 
we go down to these great tribes P we form of our- 
sdvea seven hundred tents; let us repair to some 
cf the wdl^^unra watos and springs, where we 
may be in tlie way of heating of Antar, and what 
happens to him amnng the tribe of Zebeed with 
Shalid, son of Moharib. If be be destroyed, I am 
sure King Zoheir will turn to us again, and endea^ 
vour to conuiliate us, that we may return home. 
After this they assembled their standards, and having 
travelled the distance of two parasaiigs, they baited 
at a place called Zatool Khirjein, where they let the 
cattle graze. 

£ing Zohar, in the mean time, continued liis 
journey over the land, far and wide, until he joined 

As soon as Antar saw the Absian horsemen, he 
was pleased, for he felt assured they had come on 
his account But Juda, knowing that they were 
Abnans, surrendered herself to Antfu-, and b^ged 
fbr quarter. He protected her from death, and. 
ordered 9iiboob tti tie her hands belund her back. 
Antar ^amounted, and vent to do hwnage before 
King Zohdr, tajing, Why, mj lord, all.thia com- 
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motionP O A^tar, replied the 'King, H was ycnr 
expedition aguntt, ^ur enemieB diat has rendered 
tfais mOTanentilecessaiy; and, moreover, our fears 
for '^ou in die scenes of death! Enov, too, that 
one hke you mint not be* so' e&siljr abandoned ; 
ve must exert ourselves to protect you; and had 
you informed us of this journey, and this your 
readution, we would have made your uncle's in- 
sidious designs and foul deeds revert on bis own 
vile person, and have obliged him to marry you 
to his daughter. Antar kissed his feet, and thank- 
ing him for his kind discourse. My lord, s^d he, 
by your munificence, which I can never repiayy 
I have only exposed myself to these difficuldetf 
that I may leave my uncle nothing to ssy sgaiosB 
me. Moreover, I am £rmly fettered' ui>^'b(kn& 
down to him^ and can do not^iiag btitildtiu'htf 
reqiures or what he proposes, nrh^tiyw^^Bl^ fi^ 
at hand car at a distance. And tun^ngntt^fl^ldtf 
King Z(Jidi^s snis, he saluted the^ Fridfaai'^ili^ 
andMa^; and thanking diem idso Air thld^sMtEP 
duct, he pud tps duty to his tather Shetbc^^iifi^ 
hit tmcle Z^hmet^l Jewod, and congratUlkteil 
diem <Dn thar safety. In return, they related'% 
him all that concerned his uncle Malik,' and the 
disgrace with wMch they had loaded him ; at the 
same time maldi^ inquiries about his situation, and 
aK 'diat had biefi^en him in the land of Zebeed. 
Hj^^ind^ saidBerit has terminated, through your 
Ibvi^jA'daifttliiiideMl^iiHi^. Whleref^-I'liave 



hem, I have succeeded, and whithersoever I have 
turned, I have prospered ; for when I directed my- 
self towards this land, I found it stripped of its 
warriors, so I have gained possession of J^da, who 
was my grand object ; and had I had fifty horsemen 
to fight, I would have driven away the cattle of 
three tribes. But now the business will be easy 
enough. Alight you here, and let mj lord, King 
Ztrfi^, repose. Let us attack these.itnbeiinatidl 
oanyt^tl^pn^jer^, and thgr hfe imd,fjb»«Mnfl» 
fbc thtu dii^ EboUd, is absent «gWu(H^^ 
Amatt and hba confided th«in to. tbefiAvAo^fafli^^ 
and he does not know tibat she has ftUai into tb^ 
talons of the devouring et^le, at whos6 comman^i 
the mill of war revcJves. Kjng Zoheir accor^ngl^ 
alighted, bid his tents be pitched, and the standards 
to be raised, whilst his horsemen, with his sons, 
rode off ; and being absent all night, they returned 
in the morning, with camels and cattle that covered 
the whole country; King Zoheir having strictly 
enjoined them not to capture the married mHneii, 
nor touch any thing hut the slaves and the cattle. 
So when he beheld this immense abundance, he. 
greatly .i^jw^i raying, Antar b indeed a tnos^ 
£»timKte,fi|ll(iv, and no one coDtends vith lum )^ 
dies m fWVPa)!-- . 

Pi^Pftu<^'|Btit7 of three dap dtey .dait^terect 
cfMVi^H''^ aheej^ and feasted; biit on die fburtlk 
d^mrted for their homes, l^g Zoheur 
out, and by lus ode tode the ChiefB and ^P^i^t 
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idio conrcned and redted verses eO die till 
the» remuBed only two daya march -between diedi 
«ldthfflrown Dounliy f and as they entered a spa- 
doMS meadow, How wide and eitenave is this spot ! 
exclaimed Antar, how well adapted for battle and 
contenticmsf O AbooJfawaris ! said King Zohsdr, 
all places are alike to us, and we are prepared fqp 
all events: to me this spot appears most fit for eat. 
ing and drinking, and for liunting in the vicinity. 
OKing! cried Antar, I iiavt^ oiilv Iwcn brought up 
in war and conflicts, aud ihu ,.|i,;oi,iiTcr of warriorsj 
and I fed that my liearl . njuv. .i,>tl,ing so much as 
feats of arms. May God cvl'v proloct thcc, thou 
valiant knight of the horse, thou ])li[i:gcr into ni"ht ! 
cried King Zoheir. Soon afior lin'V struck llicir 
tents, and marched on a little way, when io ! some- 
dung appeared Uke a cloud. They halted, and lo i 
it rose on high, and obscured the whole region. 
The light of day was dianged to gloom, and beneath 
die dust traa the flash of sdmttars and tlip,gliffe|,fif 
qteara, and shouts and lamtotadcaiBi^ f^^ti^^i- 
&w»ris ! exdaimed King Zohar, teuly it has tanM ' 
out just as you wished: doubtless this dust s^ 
Domaes the amy of Kh;ilid, and the prisoners he- 
has taken ftom the tribe of Aamir. We have 
nothing to sustain us but patience against the blows 
of cleaving scimitars and tlie assault of (hese devour- 
ing lions, and yet we sliall attain the pmnacle of 
glory, Antar smiled : Great King, smd he, ]et not 
your boaom he i^preaaed; for yaon are hanemsn 



piepared for battle; but the foe BhaQ soon he re- 
duced to captivity and disgrace. Not one of ns 
wiU shrink from the combat, cried out King Zoheir's 
Bons and the warriors. And directing thmt horses 
towards the dust, and having first secured the fordgn 
Blavea whom they had captured, they drew up their 
men, right and left, Antar heading them, and long- 
ing for the blow and the thrust. 

Now this army in front of them was the force of 
the tribe of Zebced, under the command of Khalid, 
son of Moharib; and the prisoners who were with 
them were the treacherous family of Zeead, Rebia, 
and Amarah. It happened that when Khalid went 
forth against the tribe of Aamir witii five thousand 
horsemen of the tribes of Zebeed, and Kbitani, and 
Zarim, and C^s, son of Mokewshah, the Moradian, 
and Maodi Kaeh, the noble knight, they continued 
thor jouiney, and eageriy pursued their course till 
they.readied the tiibe of Aamir; hut they found 
them already wdl inf<»med of tfaar intcnti<xit|, and 
entzeoched among the lannes. This mode of de- 
fence was the plan of the Biandisber of Spears : 
for after the defeats he had recaved from Ehalid, 
he kept perpetually on the look out, and was on the 
watch night and day ; so that when Khabd invaded 
lus country, he found him prepared ; and not being 
able to take him unawares, he consulted with a man 
well versed in such matters, called Leith, son oC 
Abad. 0 Ehalid! said h^ if you wish to losedme 
aa absurd enteqraei, and not return but diaap- 
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panted, i«iDida in t!us land; but if jm viah to 
return -rictoriousi attadc tlie land f£ the tnbe <^ 
Aba and Adnan : such aniavBmcm-nill enncbTour 
oomradcB vith he and she- duiiel% in roan, horses 
and catde. Accor^^y her matdied: till he .came 
to Zat-ocd Ehiijein, the very spot where Rebia and 
Oorwah, and Ibla's father, with their brave feJ- 
lowerH, had halted. Wheii Khahd bflield diis pro- 
tuaoa, the tents and the horses, he was much 
surprised, and said to Mandi Kereb, Illustrious 
Chief, when we passed by this spot the other day, 
ve saw no one. And whilst they were conversing, 
the Absians mounted, and began the assault and 
the shout, O by Abs ! O by Adiiati I ^md at their 
head was Rebia, and the niHian A:n;irali, mid Oor- 
wah, and his noble adherents. Klialiil shouted to 
his people, and lissj rushed to the conflict and the 
oorabat of swords and spears. The Absians exerted 
thar whole strength ; but the enemy was superior 
in number, lliey perdsted in the ^ght the whole 
day, but befixe evemng the AbsiaQS had lost one 
hundred faorsKnen. The remainder were taken pri- 
BODers, their property was plundered, and their' 
famdies made captive j and a greal lamentation 
arose among them: but the grief and plaints of 
Ibla exceeded the rest; for when slie bad seen that 
her father was again resolved to marry her to Ama- 
rah, she burst forth into most violent cries and 
wuUngs; but when this sad event took place^ and 
they were all made prisoners, she was a little re- 
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lieved, and she cried out in a loud voice in the 
name of Antar, never thinking of any part of her 
family but to revile and abuse them. Khalid re- 
marked bow much distressed she appeared, and 
inquired Vho was the wretched mourner. Some of 
the prisoners, who were nofiiends of Antar, related 
to hi™ the whole stcn^, and told Mm that Antar 
iras gaae in quest of Jaida, in wder to aary her 
away, that she nu|^t attend on Ibla on her marriage 
m^t: and WOj they added, on account of Has oiB' 
Gumstanee have ftlW into tlue disaster ; Sat Xaog 
Zohiir was incensed agtunst her fether, and went 
off after her cOukd, bdng greatly alarmed about 
him, aware of your power: thus has he produced 
feuds amongst the families — Rebia too has accom- 
panied us. Tliis report roused the alarms of Khalid. 
What, cried he to the Absians, is King Zohdr now 
in my country ? Yes ; they replied, and with him 
all our troops and forces, and our lands are lefl 
destitute of all protection, there bdng only Warca 
and three hundred horsemen appdnted to defend 
them, Then, cried Kiiaiid, by the ftith of an Arab, 
will I tear out his lips, and erase the tribe of Abs 
from the race of men, and make them a proverb in 
the world. Sending for Maadi Kereb, he eicclaimed. 
Away with these horsemen to the land of the Ab- 
nana I Male ^hete women and their children cap- 
fives! SIsyididr horsemen and troops, and go with 
jwnr i»is«ier5 into the land<£die tribes of 
Md, Zebeed, t» diat I mi^ occupy tins country; 
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and tyr acme hicky dhmoe eneoonter King Zdb&r^ 
and nuderluBexpedhxKa^naiftjbatt^dotu to 
Sbould he auirender lumsKlf ij^WRiBer, I vUl con- 
fine him in my teuts to giind Sftest and barley. 
Maadi Kcrcb did as Ehalid directed, and dep^ed 
with a thousand men ; whilst Ehalid turned back, 
a flame raging in his heart ; and all Malik's sayings 
to Antar were reported to him, viz. I mH not marry 
you to my daughter unless Jaida, the daughter of 
Zahir, be present to hold the bridle of her camel. 
At this he fell upon Malik's nose with a whip ; he 
treated Amroo, his son, in the same manner,; and 
he gave them a thrashing hotter than burning coals. 
Amarah ko^ liioking at them in their tortures, and 
made a tliuusand calculations as to his own fate. 
Itcbia Iwd been severely wouiided in three places, 
and he was more distressed than any one of the 
par^, for he had been the instigator of this mur- 
derous contest in which they had been made pri- 
soners. Oorwah also had the same feelings, and he 
felt lesolved never agdn to follow the counselBiDf 
the family of Zeead, for they were wieked, obstinstt 
people; and wlien iie heard Malik scream out'ilt 
pain and torments, This, said he, is the reward of 
one who is every day marrying his daughter to stHne 
one or other, but never makes her over to her tody 
fiiend and protector. Time vaa EfaaM's heart a 
titde ^peased; end as he traverse(l the poswa of 
the desert, his soul full Jidda, he thus udited e 
" i lead on the horse in damorouB nniltitudes 
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" lik« hideoiia dngni^ and they sweep along with 
" their feet and tfaeir armour : mounted on them 
" are stubborn warriors, all strong-armed and full- 
'* mustachioed. Thus they trampled down the lands 
" of the tribes of Aamir and Kelab, and the country 
" of the tribe of Hellal; who fled at my approach, 
" and ran like wild nnimals from the lion of the 
" forests ; they passed the night on the mountains, 
" and their armies watched my form from tlie sum- 
" miLs of the sands. As to the Abaians, I attacked 
" tbem by day, and surrounded them with the 
" points of the spears — I captured their Chiefs, and 
" I have left some as rotten carcasses at Khiijein. 
" How many of thor high-bosomed beauUes are 
" shedding tears from tb^ fawn eyes, crying out 
in th^ aogiush, O by Absl help us. But the 
" Abnam are in chmns. Zcbtar i% indeed, march. 
" ing ag^ist me with slaTes and mth Cbiefi; but 
" death has dnren him to a land where the women 
" BuipasB such moL If what I ham heard be tnie> 
*' trath ia bartered for lies : Ibr eooa will it be eri- 
** dent in the day of contention who is the dope in 
" the acquisition of glory. The gleaming s<nmitar 
" sparkles in my hand, and the pliant spear weeps 
" in blood. I fill the ears of the warriors with 
" dread, that the nations fly away from the din and 
" the clamour ; and the hero, at the very mention 
" of my name when he slumbers, sees in his dreams 
" a phantom of my fi>rm. But if time allow it» I 
" wSl one df^ return and taxe in fetters thst de- 
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" sjHcable Abdan slave ; and were I to boast cf my 
" powers, I would say, the whole eirth is ccmvulsed 
" by my right hand and by my left.^ 

Khalid coDtiuued his mavch over the sand hUIsi 
till he came lugh .unto ibe Abaans, as we have 
stated; and lie gave a shout at (he meeting that 
mads the ..mountains tremble with horror. But 
irheD the Abnans heard the erica and exclamations, 
they said to one anotlier, These are the voices of 
our own women — the cries of the daughters of our 
uncles. Ruin has fallen upon us, and no profit 
have we gained in this trade. What do you think 
of this? said Antar to King Zoheir. Icannotcom- 
prehend it, he rephed, nor what has happened to 
us ; but I will despatch some one to clear it up. 
And calling to an Absian horseman, Go, said he, 
and inquire about these captives. The horseman 
instantly gave the reins to his steed, and as Khalid 
saw him approach at full speed, he said to himself. 
If this horseman, whom King Zoheir has sent, 
should demand quarter of me, by the faith of an 
Arab, I will not consent — I will isgrace the tribe 
far and near; and every one that I capture I will 
reduce to slavery. Still is my heart anxious about 
Jaida, for I have no intelligenoe of her. So turning 
to a hofseman, he sud. Go fiirth to this Abaan) and 
hear what he. has to say; lean, too, if be knom 
any thing of Jiuda, and retnm, for I am in alarm 
about her for evils of F«tnne:' and fears 
are great diat she may be a c^>tive, or lying dead 
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on the pl^n. The honenun rode off, and met the 
Abaan half waj, and cried out, O tfaou, a criminst 
tovarde your own hfe, sod manslung towards the 
Btlenee of the tomb, toy, what news? befinre I hack 
lliyjwnls. Thou Zebeed Arab, reined the Abnan, 
what toeanedt diou by these thretats md mmam? 
The event is stilt to happm, we muBt.come dovn 
on you, and you on us. Bot as to mjsel^ I am 
only here to ask intelligHitw and to give infonnatioii, 
and to warn you. And what, asked the Zeheedian, 
do you require of usP what information do you 
give? and against what would you warn usP This 
is my intelligence, added the Abnan ; we have con- 
quered your country — we have taken [ffisoners your 
wives and yoiu: famifies, and we have plunder«i 
your property. But we warn you agmnst the black 
Ahsian, and tlie Adnanian troops that accompany 
him, whose gpcars are sped with death. The in- 
telligence I demand is this, whence have you ob- 
tained these captives that are now in your power? 
Have you invaded the lands of Aamir and Kelab P 
Now I have done Bpcalcing, and I demand your 
answer,' As to your question about the prisoners, 
replied the Zelwcdian, wc obUuned them without 
any trouble or difficulty, such was the impartiali^ 
of fortune towards our Chief Khalid, the ruler of 
the necks of the Arabs. And when he had described 
all that had happened, he concluded by saying, 
Khalid has despatched Maadi Kereb, with one thou- 
sand honemai, against the Absians, and has ordered 
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him to ravage their lands, plunder their property, 
slay their men, and to take their women cq)tives. 
And lie duparted yesterday evening, swearing that 
lie would not leave a single Absian alive, Biit now 
I must ask about Jaida, the daughter of Zahir. 
She is our captive, exclaimed the Absian, and 
severely wounded. Wliat hero could take her pri- 
soner ? asked the Zebccdian, equal as she is to her 
own cousin in the fight? She was taken, answered 
the Absian, by a man, who resembles no man ; by 
a warrior like imto no warrior ; one who regards 
not tlie conflict of heroes, and before whom the 
necks of the bravest bow down ; our protector on 
all occasions, our relief in adversity — the kindler of 
the flaine of war on the day of carnage — an intrepid 
horseman — the instructor of warriors in the blows of 
the cleaving scimitar — one who has humbled tlie 
fiercest lions, and vanquished the stoutest heroes — 
the serjient of the bowels of the desert — the Chief 
Antar, son of Sliodad. On hearing this, the Zebee- 
dian returned to Klialid, and the Absian hastened 
hack to King Zolieir; and as lie advanced he thus 

" Arise, ye Absians ! we have fallen into cala- 
" mities ; your dwellings are destroyed ; loud winds 
" whistle about tbeni : nothing remains but the 
" echo ! They have driven avay yo\ir property 
" aud your children ; disgrace is Jet loose, as mis- 
" fortunes descended. Behold your goods plun- 
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been die cause of lite nuaduef, and the'coatriyer 
of the racpedittoa. But on lUa's account lie eo- 
dured all. 

. The Zebeedian mesKnger also turned back, and 
tearing off luB gantttota,' he related to KhaM what 
the Absion had told him; thus speaking; 

" Hol^, ye ftiH-armed nations ! ye have fallen on 
" the tribe of Abs tbat are marching towards you 
" with spears, on thin-flanked generous steeds tliat 
" fly with them, and bear them like hideous dra- 
" gons. They are driving away all your property, 
" leaving nothing but what b old and rotten in the 
" ruins of your homes. Your families are exclium- 
" ing ; Is there any one to aid us agaiuot those ivho 
" have exjxised themselves to nocturnal deprcda- 
" tions P Is there any merciful one who con pity a 
" tribe whose women and lords are prisoners? O 
" Kliabd, could thine eyes but behold Jaida shed- 
" ding tears from her fawn eyes ! Haste tliou, lion 
" hero, and soothe the edge of the sword and the 
" spear among them ; for is not death pleasanter than 
''.life that loads man with ignominy f Forget notthe 
" wr^dies vfao ham covered ua with shame b;^ 
" what have done in the mjj^ts that bare 
" passed." 

A iy i i a h and grief overwhebned Eholid as be 
.faeiD!d.thae vers^ and he oidered the Zdlieediaos 
topit^are for batUe. The riders mcudted, thear 
steeds and gjTdedon^etrswaEdB:Evci7lR«Te horse- 
men stood forth the cowards dirunk away and 
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were teirified; the warrion aan^t the open plmn, 
and the Abnons did the nme as the ZdieedkiUi 
Tlie whole desert trembled under th^ ohsrges. 
Spean were in motiixi, and toce out hvea at will. 
Xji^ -Zoh^ tumed towuidB Antar {Sot he bdidd 
what made him Judder), O Abool&waris, smd he, 
this is indeed a frightful scene, replete with terrors 
and destruction. By your existence, my lord, re- 
plied Antar, lives will not fail or increase; and 
such a day as this is what I long for and ardently 
desire. I will assuredly release our property, and 
our women, and destroy the foe, were even the 
Great Nushirvan, or the emperor of the t^risdans, 
or the kings of the tribes of Asfar aOioi^ thram, 
and not one Burvivcw will I leave to mourn over 
them ; and dius Antar continued : 

" When a youth is content with a contemptible 
" existciice of pleasure, and wears a vtai hke a girl, 
" and attacks not the insulung lions; and gores not 
" the chests of the chargers; and treats not h(s- 
" pitaUy the gaests that come to him ; and defends 
" not the tribe with his scimitar ; and attains not 
" glory with the blow of the cutlass ; and is not re- 
" solute in calamities ; and upholds not with all Ids 
" might him who protects his neighbour; and does 
" not ste^ Us tE|iear in the blood of the chieftnns: 
" Say thim -ti: diK&male mourners of death, when 
^ theyiVtaddnhBii^ him — Stop, O ye moamen! 
'* NeVer-nknim, but the liim «tf the den,- intr^d m 
^' die nnng on^ctx. Thej call me to fhebatdw, 



' and I meet the enrious and the hostile; I Bmite 
' with the sabre, when the men of combats exclum, 
' 0 thou, joy of diampioiis ! I gore with the lance 
' in quest of honour, and I strike with the Bcveriug 
' falchion : I rush into the carnage, and I heed it 
' not ; tile brave youth alone is hailed by tlie chief- 
' tains. Such is tlie fame that lasts, and never 
" perishes through the remtdnder of existence. 
" And I will defend my tribe by my exertions from 
" the terrific calamities of war : I will rescue our 
" property in a batde, to whieh llie fimi-rootetl 
"mountains shall bow in submission; and I will 
" cause my darling Ibla to shout to tbem al! in 
" their dispersion and confusion ; 1 will Uberate our 
" captives from them with the sword that spUts the 
" skulls of the warrior-chiefs. I am Antar, and 
" my reputation is well estabhshed among the 
" valiant for the strokes of ray falcliion.'" 

May God never abandon thy mouth ! and may 
no one ever harm thee! cried Slias. But wlicn 
Klialid beheld the Absians advance Uke ovcrjjower- 
iiig hons, the liorrors of [lis situation increased. 
Rage and fury worked within his soul, and he 
shiieked out to the tribe of Zebced, Come on, my 
counns ! the battle ! the battle ! Pour down punish- 
ments upon your foes; but whoever of you falls 
upon an Ahsian, let him not sky liim : if he bo 
able, let liim take him prisoner. With this ex- 
hortation, he bent his head over the snddle-bow, 
and began the aiisault, and his men acted as lie did. 
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The noble Absiana received them, brtuidishui^ 
their sharp swords and long spears, beaded by Anlar, 
the knight of the blow and the thrust, rushing 
down upon hk foes snd Antagonists. Now the con^ 
flict raged Airioudy betwera the two annieB ; detihs 
were at hand; hniors aboimded ; die sword felt 
among tbem li^t and wrong; souls -woe Ata^ed 
out wiUinolenGe; lives qnhted .bodies; the hearemf 
rained torments upon them, and made borsemeA! 
drink of tortures ; the terrors of doubt augmented ; 
calamities stuck to them witli their fangs and claws. 
Men became old, young as tliey had been; the 
cupbearer of death made them quaff the liquor of 
extmctioii; fate decided among them, and erred 
not, but always effected its purpose ; and bodies 
were suffering the severest agonies. Thus they con- 
tinued the engagement, and the summits of the 
mountains burst at the fury of the carnage and' 
the slaughter. Antar endangered every horseman 
of the tribes of Morad and Zebeed ; his scimitar 
threatened and menaced in every direction as he 
stretched the heroes in the dust. But his impe- 
bumty was prindpally directed towards the pri- 
soners on account of Ibia ; still he could not reach 
her, so numerous was the host in front of him. 
Khalid, too, was dealing most vigorous blows, that 
startled the eyes and alarmed the hearts of the 
bravest ; saying to himsdf, Wherever I assail, no 
one can reustme; utdheima^mud the whde earth 
was within lus grsq>, and vetily the mountmns 
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rocked under the vefaemence of bis attack, and 
trembled in awe of him. But he experienced from 
the Absians tlie reverse of what he .expected; and 
, never could he make a single prisoner till he liad 
CDiiipletely harassed and exhausted liim. Towards 
the evening he fell upon that part of tlie army 
where King Zoheir fought. He pierced tlirotigh 
it, and wounded Princes Shas and Malik. And 
when King Zoh^ b^eld thb calamity, his senses 
were disordered, and he attacked him like, an un- 
daunted lioD, and engaged him' till the day vas 
clouded over, and the sua was dotbed in robes of 
tmligfat yellov, and the annies of darkness threw 
around bim &e robes of obscurity. At last ibe 
troops retired from the battle, and separated to the 
right and to the left. Blood was still streaming 
and flowing, and the whale field of contention was 
choked up with skulls. But when the darkness 
became general, all dismounted and began to eat. 
Then King Zoheir acquwnted Antar with the ex- 
ploits of Khalid, and the extraordinary scenes that 
had passed between them, and told him that Shas 
and Malik were wounded. By the Ruler of the 
world, exclwmed Antar, sorely grieved at this 
circumstance, I must make him drmk of the wine 
of perdition ! I could not give my attention to him 
this morning in the battle, for I sought the release 
of Ibla; hut, to-morrow, I will be the hrst to en- 
gage ; I will challenge him to the cmflict} and when 
I have slain him in the &ce of all tbese witrridts, 
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perturbation and disma ywilPsdze them, and we 
will rescue our captives from bondage and impri- 
sonment, in spite of the boasting of Khalid. Yes, 
E^d King Zoheir, we shall vanquish them, and 
bring down annihilatioD upon them; but, I own, 
my heart trembles for Maadi Kereb and his ex- 
pedition against our families with his ruffian Arabs, 
for no one remans to protect them but my son 
Worca with a small party of brave fcUons : and I 
fear mach, that he will gain a victory over them, if 
we do not succeed to-morrow in the concussion of 
swordB and spears. Ailer this, they partook of a 
r^Mst, and sou^t repose in slumber: but Antar 
mtched till it was da^ when, mounting his horsey 
be went fcarth in order to protect Hia fiiends from 
my sudden calamity under the \al of nocturnal 
darkness, attended by Sbiboob, and is his heart was 
B flame of fiiry that he bad not subdued Khalid, 
and had not released Ibla from misery. The worda 
of King Zoheir also, and his alanns f<nr his children, 
burst upon him, and he felt consdous it was ail 
owing to him, and to the failure of his attempts : 
BO, as soon as they had launched into the desert, 
he poured forth all his sorrows to his brother 
Shiboob, saying, in concludon, I would not go 
alone on the execution of my own concerns, except 
in a country where there is no one that harbours 
evil demgns against me. Moreover, I do not feel 
■eoore about the issue of - this biuanes^ though 
tndy I petfintned deeds, in wludi t&e hnvert^of 



heroes would faare &i1ed. Thus iSkj continued 
roanung about, gen% moving as it wetCy on th^ 
tiptoes, dU they came in the reared the anny» where 
they ctHicealed tfaemselTes. 

Now, by die first dawn of day^ tbe two annies 
sallied fiwtb, amdoiu Sx th&be^ and the omtest 
Eii^ Z(Amr was expex^ng to see Antar dart Ibr- 
irard as usual, but he did not appear, and to all Ibb 
inquiries no one oould give him any satig&ctory in- 
formation : at this he was troubled and astonished. 
The circumstance was soon publicly known, and 
whilst King Zohdr was expressing his distress at 
such an event, lo ! a great dust arose and increased ; 
a black cloud preceded it with immense velocity, 
and tlie wild animals were seen running away in 
terror: the two armies stared with fixed eyeballs, 
when, behold ! there came forth from beneath the 
dust some horsemen hkc lions, and at the head was 
a knight like the declivity of a mountain, stalking 
over the land with two feet of prodigious size and 
length ; and in front of him were men bound with 
cords, and numerous dispersed horses without 
riders : and the multitude shouted, 0 by Zebeed ! 
and he that led them vas Maadi E!ereb, whom 
Khalid had directed to proceed from Zatool Ehir- 
jein. He had marched on, till (q>proaching the 
tiibettf.Ab^ he studtolus cousins. Only drive away 
thehoTKS— nnndnot the camds — capture not their 
women and finmUes — and let us begone as speetfily 
aapoi^il^ that tbe mm tSUx tahe at &i^aa 
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may not attack us, and whilst we attempt too much, 
let us take care not to be worsted. Accordingly 
they assaulted the tribe of Abs, and drove away 
tiie borses and steeds, and without laying tbeir 
hands on tlic daughters, they departed over tile 
rocks and the plains; but when the cries of the 
slaves and the frcebom arose, Warca mounted with 
the few horsemen that remained with him, and pur- 
sued the enemy. Maadi Kerch turned upon him, 
and made a violent assault upon the Absaos ; and 
before the dose of the day, one hundred and fifty 
of the Abnaos were made prisoners, Warca him self 
being iiiadeciqitiYe. Maadi Kerch immediately re- 
sumed his jomney with all .speed, nor halted till he 
readied tbe two armies just as they were about to 
be^-the attack. Ah! cried King ZohEdr,'this is 
just vbati feared; now, indeed, our only resource 
is to smite with the sword, £)r never must we be- 
hold our wives reduced to infamy and ignominy. 
Maadi Kereb was joyfully received by his friends, 
who advanced and saluted him, and in answer to 
all thar inquiries, he told them what had passed. 
He asked them also for Khalid. Alas ! said they, 
we know nothing of him ; last night he went forth 
to keep the watch, and even till now we have seen 
no traces of him. Maadi Kereb was greatly dis- 
tressed: he could neither rest nor repose — he cried 
out and shouted, and made the assault of one vio- 
lently afflicted. All the ranks followed him, ex>- 
teat£ng thnr i^ears to graq> aouls. The Abwuia 
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neaveA ibar spetaa on thor breasts, and ihar lives 
spumed the calamities that ortrwhelmed them, and 
the misfbrtuoes that overpowered them. The whole 
country shook «b ^th an earthquake— l^>od be^an 
to flow and atream-'^-deatb tAis eagerly occiiined, 
tiiough at first In jest - The i^clneveinents of the 
fedle. were dtatinguiBhed;fit)m .dMsie of, the Iro 
and' the sun had not'mbuhted'U^Ji^re prods of 
death -n'eif^inanifestJ^Xiiig Zoh^nrae-.~(]n.'thengfat 
. defending himself, and boldly fighting, surrounded 
by hiB sons And ^;iiBrty.bf bis brave fdlowers, who 
at last BCrang the cAlamUies diat were descending 
upon them, spread themselves over the desert in 
flight In vain King Zoheir would have rallied 
them ; they heeded him not ; and the Absians were 
nearly destroyed; heavy evils pressed upcm them; 
unci just at the moment that death was let loose 
upon thi?m, lo! a shout arose in the rear of the 
enemy, and a large body of horse charged in va- 
lious directions, exceeding a thousand mei, eveiy 
warrior armed with a lance, and every one crying 
out, 0 by Abs ! 0 by Adnan ! Antar was in front 
of them, and Shiboob by his side, roaring OU^ 
Hey, 0 Zebeedians! misery awaits ye from-:& 
quarters : abandon your false hopes ; and if ye vSl 
not admit the justice of what I say, behold, here' is 
thev-head of your leader Khahdl Calanuty has overl 
taken Mm.' Thus aajing, he nused up a towering 
sp«inV<na':iiUch Vas.a' head Site the head o( a 
denriafe An3'iillnfediUdy>Adi&n:;assD£led them with 
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his companions, plying '■'i''"'!' blows and thrusts 
among the tribe of Zubccd. Antnr pierced them with 
penetrating thrusts, and hurled down the horsemen 
off theii Bteeda ; and the aiuk of the AbEians re- 
eved after death. Couons, exdmnied Cng Zo- 
har, in such a criMs as this ve must persevere and 
be firm in adveraty, that we may obt^ the noblest 
zewards of ^oiy> Turnback then on the foe. Our 
fiiends ace advanong ; Khali d, son of Mohaiib, is 
dead. 

Nov wlnle Antar was ieepng watch mmc him 
■ countrymen, he said to Shibbob, Let ua stretch oat 
into the desert under this darkness, and let us make 
towards the spot whore are our prisoners, perhaps 
we may resone them before the morning. Shiboob 
assenting, tbey plunged into the desert until they 
heard no more of the armies, and then they sought 
the forces of Zebeed. Kbatid had also tliat night 
taken on himself the jjrotection of his countrymen. 
His distress and anguish were intense; and he had 
only one attendant, his slave Damis ; and when 
they had roamed far over the waste in the thick ob- 
scurity of night, Damis directed his course towards 
the Absian camp. Damis, said Khalid, my sole 
wish this night is to meet Antar, that I may diink 
cf luB blood as I would drink pure water, for he has 
laid loir mybelored Juda. - Khalid had scarcdy 
finished these words when the indistinct form of 
Autai i|^)eaFed before him. He moved towards 
him, and cried out, What find Arab art &aa t 
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Whither art thou going in this obscurity? Antar 
also addressed him; his agitation increased. Damis 
recognised him. My lord, said he, mark how the 
olden god has gratified your wishes, and has ful- 
filled your deskes. Antar, alone, is moving to- 
wards you. Come on; hola ! and make liim drink 
of the cup of perdition. Klialid gave a shout at 
Antar. What wouldest thou of mo ? cried Antar. 
O Khalid, what scekest thou ? What are thy de- 
signs ? Bastard, exclaimed Khalid, to bring destruc- 
tion on thee ; to darken thy life, and make thee feel 
thy proper value. And ho instantly made tile as- 
sault of night and day. Antar received birn with 
blows like the harbingers of fate. Shiboob and 
Damis were each eagerly occupied ; tliey too began 
to manoeuvre and fight; and when tliey separated, 
they shot their arrows, directed by the sound of 
their voices. In tlie mean time Ebalid and Antar 
were engaged in a conflict of attacks and thrusts; 
of pressure and junction, ueitlier man nor genii 
could have waged. They exerted all tlieir powers 
and bellowed; their blows descended by thousands; 
the contest was fiercer tlian a blazing fire. The ob- 
scurity of night continued till the skirts of the gar- 
ments of darlmesa were drawn up, and tlie light of 
day shone, when Antar saw in Khalid what he had 
not counted; but the flame of liis fury only raged 
tlic more; he pUed his blow and thrust the more 
violently: so likewise did Shiboob and Damis; 
though wearied by the vehemence of their labour.'^. 
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btill thejr qmmg.and plunged at each other the 
^oora The anws of either being expended, tbc^: 
returned to the contest \rith defers, and trusted to 
the blows of their poniards ; and just as each raised 
his hand with his dagger, and ^med a blow at each . 
other, lo ! there burst forth a witherii^ bowl ; and 
a voice exclaimed, I will not fail, for I am ever the 
lover of Ibk : I will not be controlled ! and he that 
uttered this sound was Antar. Perceiving his an- 
tagonist flag in his strength, he pushed upon him 
like a voradous lion ; he poured down upon him 
the attack of fate and destinj', and smote him with 
the irresistible Dliami, and beliok! his head rolled 
upon the grouni!. When Damis saw this, and heard 
the shout, lie was struck ii itli liorror. He attempted 
to fly, but Shiboob overtook liim, and plunged his 
poniard in between his shoulders, and forced itout 
between his paps : theo turning towards his master, 
he congratulated him on his safety, and inquired 
about bis adversary, and what had hajqwned to him. 
By the life of the eyes of Ibla,' excl^ined Antar, I 
never beheld a more valiant faerO) nor a more im- 
petuous' arm. Very veil, sud ShibotA, but, this 
time however^.yui have not so much the advantage . 
over me aS: to make me blush ; for you have shun 
your man, and I mine. But, said Antar, how dif- 
ferent were they in their advance and retreat ! Upon 
this, he ordered him to take up Ehalid's head, and 
thus they retired from that spot to the field of bal^ 
tie,' and when they arrived, he perceived Uie Ahr 
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aans discomlited, and the Zebeedians hot in the 
pursuit of his friends, who were invoking his as- 
Eifitance. All the troops bein^ now dispersed over 
tlie plains, and there being only one hundred men 
stationed as a guard over the prisoners, Antar, who 
observed this ci re uni stance, colled out to the slave- 
girls and slaves of the Absians, why do you delay 
releasing your masters from captivity and bondage? 
And fie rushed upon tht; hundred men, and scat- 
tered them right and lef^j stretching many on tlie 
dust. The slaves instantly liberated their masters 
from their cords, and rescued both men and women, 
who sending forth one universal sliout, made the 
mountains ring v/kh the uproar. They hastened 
to the scene of action, and blackened the country on 
all- sides. In a moment Antar assailed the foe, and 
poured down upon tlieni thrusts that anticipated 
death, whilst Shiboob hoisted up Klialid's liead on 
the point of a tall spear, and cried out in tlmt voice, 
and spoke in those words. God now dispelled the 
gloom and sorrow from the heart of King Zoheirand 
liis warriors. Flight and dismay fell upon their ene- 
mies, who fled towards their own country. The 
, Absians retired from the field of battle exulting in 
the realization of their wishes, and the accomplish- 
ment of their hopes. The liorsemeii dispersed to 
collect the spoil and l!ie cattle, but Antai- returned 
like a ferocious lion, and sought King Zohcir and 
his 5ons,.dius speaking: 

" Verily we have found the Zebecd htout in the 
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" day of our concusnoD, md tbo tnoops of death 
" have sooured the pkin. Bat •wbea they ficd, wc 
" laboured in tb«r rear as fir&-vorkB among straw, 
" wben itbunn. IhaiTeleftKhatidapreyto birds 
■■ on the ground, and not s breath of lifb is in Jus 
"careasef I ihubcmifbr mir,and Ikindle when 
" it cools. I Would fdiinge into heU-flainea Vrbm it 
" blazes. I have met the thrust through Ae doit 
" with Bmiles, end the scowling wwrriors whea Huy 
" were mobt with sweat And were deaths to od- 
" vance upon me, when they are in quest of the 
" grasp of souls, I would andopate their assault." 

Haying finished these verses, he hastened to King 
Zoh^ and kissed his stirrup, and related to him 
the combat he had sust^ed with Khalid. O Abool- 
fawaris, cried the King, we have indeed been ex- 
posed to the most imminent perils, and all to plcfLse 
your uncle Malik, 0 King, said Antar, all this 
proceeds from your gradous favours towards your 
slave, who is not worth the dust of your feet, and 
who can never reqmte your fiiTours. And whilst 
they reposed, Antar sent far Juda ; she was not to be 
found. HeiaqairedforhisuncleMalikandIhla;no 
oneknewany tfaingof them. At this he was greatly- 
distressed and ostomshed; his eyes filled with tears ; 
and he wept, as he informed King Zobor -of the 
event, and he even felt more than Antar. These' 
men, md he, have made na a commim provab^ 
among the Arab tribes; and to his inquiries about 
trho remained at thnr post b^I and quiet at the 
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time of the engt^enieiit^ not Suiting and not com- 
bating, &iey atsured Imn, there were only Amoiab, 
B^na, and Oorvidi left behind, far they were 
covered with wounds; and not one of them able to 
more or stir: hut there were women, and a crowd 
ef 'people attmdmg them. On hearing iMb, Kng 
Zoheir summoned Bebia, who come supported by 
some staves. O fiebia, said he, have you not failed 
in what I recommended to your core 1 But the 
God of Heaven will repay you. We left you in 
charge of our habitations and our &nulies; but you 
emigrated thence, and abandoned them to be plun- 
dered by the foe. You have adopted the evil pro- 
pensities of your brother Amarah, even so as to 
reduce us to tliis unhappy state. O King, cried 
Rebia, whilst he poured forth groans and plaints, 
it was you who reviled me ; jou insulted me ; you 
abused me ; you lefused me justice. You treated 
me contemptiiously at the time of your d^arture 
from home ; and you have implicated me in the 
disBenmma between Antar and hb uncle;^'! Blit 
never have I fiiiled in my duty towards yoHob^lEda 
were not acquainted with the real state ot 'Hiti^^gai 
for soim after your departure lUa's fiithci^d^i. 
mined qn eimgrating on account of the beatiiq{:iia 
had received from your son Shas, sayinj^ By 60^ 
he would remove to the cides of Syria, and wonlup 
tbecrdBB. Tins alarmed me; so I accompaoitd^lum 
on account of the oaths I heard hira utter, and with 
him I went down to Zatool Eheijan, and did all I 
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could to Bootfaellis heart, repeatitig to Iiim, Sngs are 
only incUgnant and condliattny with rq;ard to their 
subjects wlien the intem&l evidence of affiursis made 
clear to tharsatiBfacdon. But wehad been there (Hily 
three days when these disasters befel us. Well, said 
King Zoh^r, this buinness is now over, Rclna; and 
tills is not the time for talking about it ; our hearts 
are bent on home. So tell me where arc Malik and 
hissonAmroo? RL'bia swore by every oath (all false), 
that he had seen nothing of him from the time they 
had been set at liberty. I ^v■,1s ]\ lng on the ground 
wounded, he added, and the bidod was still issuing 
from my wounds. I will punish him according to 
his deserts, said King ZoliL'ir, and i ivill shuw him 
whicli of us is to be master. 

Tliey remiuned in that spot till morning, that 
every one might seek reUef from fatigue, and quietly 
repose ; except Antar, for he tasted not of meat tliat 
night, nor of sleep. He laid himself down near the 
Princes Shas and Malik, full of grief and sorrow^ 
Bib &ther aat down near him, and also bis uncle 
Zakfametool Jewad. All tried to consde him, and 
engage him in conversation. By my life in thee, O 
Abo61&wari% sHi Prince Midik, enemies and del 
ugning malicious people shall n(A exult over us? 
particularly that family of Zeead. But, bear up 
like a man, till we learn wliitlier your uncle is gone; 
then tear his soul from between his ribs, and make 
him suffer to the extent of your power. Thus tlie^ 
emtinued to console him till a great part of the 



night was passed. At last, they all fell asleep, 
overcome by fatigue ; and when Antar found him- 
self alone, he wept and mourned ; Ills tears flowed 
copiously. He sighed, and his passion and agony 
were excessive. His tongue loosened into rhyme, 
and as he wept he thus expressed himself : 

" When my teara give evidence against me, how 
" can I deny it ? and the fire of anxious love is bum- 
" iDg iti my entr^ls. In vain I would conceal what 
" I suffer from love, and the garments of sorrow are 
" every day renewed. I meet my pangs with cou- 
" rageous patience, and though ray love is severe, 
" my resignation is eternal. It is to God that I 
" complain of my uncle's ill treatment and perse- 
" cution, and when I find no fi'lcnd to aid me against 
" bis cruelty, O my friends, shall I let my love for 
"him destroy me; my arm being so strong^aud 
" my swonl Indian ? O daughter of Malik; sleep 
" is sacrilege to me ! Who can sleep whose bed- 
" ding is of burning charcoal ? I will mourn till 
" tlie birds shall know ihut I am in grief, and the 
" plaintive dove shall pity me. I will kiss the earth 
" where tbou art,perba])s iiiv passion may be cooled 
" by the moisture of the gi-ound. My mind and 
" my heart, 0 Ihla, are stupefied, and wail over the 
" track of the baggage-camels and the horses: have 
"compassion then on my condition, if thy love is 
" lasting : my vows indeed will survive, and my 
" love is immortal." 

At day-light King Zolicir set out to return borne ; 
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bit Antar^s heart was ]ike a pan upcm a fire, and 
be despabiied Sluboob to piocute intdligence for 
him cx)iiceniiiighia uncle M^ik. As to the famUy of 
Zeead, it was all holiday time for them on account 
of their triumph over Antar. Towards - evening 
King Zolieir permitted them to alight near some 
Tatcrs, that the women and children might repose ; 
and when thej were all dismounted, Amarah went 
up to Antar, and thus addressed him, giving vent 
to his exultation, How are you, black skin? you 
look vastly miserable indeed ! At this Antar's fiery 
agony blazed the more, and he could not refrain 
Irom answering him in these words : Well, son of 
Zeead, althnuf^h you iv oiild sliamt? me for my black- 
ness, yet am I fair in act and mind; and ask all 
the women in yam- tents that are with child, who is 
tlie father of tlieir children : I perceive evident signs 
and proofs of jealousy in you; and every Arab can 
bear me witness, how greatly I honour the ge- 
nerous g^ver; how I abhor tfae base and igno- 
minious ; and thus he cmtinued in vase ; 'i^ 
. " ShsE Aninrnh dmaten nie, and shall he con- 
** nder me s mean iright, unsUe to defend himself? 
" iriiilit I hare a sword more ddadly than deadif 
" and whensrer it moves, sparics flash iioai it, and 
" a spear -of tfae tall spear of Ehata*, whose barb 
" may be taken &tt a flame in the nif^t, and that 
ffdeds nn^t^and lacerating blows; when a man 
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" dares it, it spoils him of life. Soon shall thou know 
" wliicli of us is nearest to death, and who shall he 
" left dead on the waste." 

Shas happened to overhear what Amarah had said, 
and ahused him in the harshest manner, adding, 
Cannot you have pity on yourself, and keep out of 
mischief? How iiiliiuiously you usi; a man who has 
a tliousaiid times sliuwu you the greatest kindness! 
hut you can do him no luii'ui. (j [hju this, Amarah 
slunk away, and sorely he felt his inferiority. In 
the morning they traversed the valleys and tile 
deserts till they came near home, when the high and 
low came out to meet tiiem, and it was a grand day 
for them all. Each party reured to his dwelling ; 
friends greeted friends; and those who remained 
r^iced in the arrival of the absent^^^i^en 
Antar beheld the abaodcaied and luiiwHSpHe of 
IhU, bis grief agmo overpowered liiia||He leant 
on hia spear, and in a vtuce expresuTiB.iH^luB con- 
stwnatioD, he thus spoke: ■ : --/ki'j -■ 

" * Have the poets left ougjit to he iepSmeA in 
" BOQg? Canst thou recollect the abode of thy love 
" after long meditation? 0 dwelling of my ItJa! 
" Speak to me from Jiwa ! Hml to thee, dwellh^ 
" of my Iblal Secure and safe he thou." 

At that moment King Zoheir's son came up to 
hini and exclaimed. By tlie Holy Eaaha I no one 
has surpassed you in poetry, and you are the most 
ekiquoit of all the tribe of Abs and AdnatL Btit 
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one who can speak as you speak, and act as you 
act, how can he abandon liimsclf to the vehemence 
of passion and deare ? Drive away this sorrow from 
your lioart ! 0, my Prince, said Antar, it is not by 
my own will or my indination thatthb pasnon has 
entered into my soul, so that I can dismbs it at 
pleasure. And as his agitation increased, he thus 
continued : 

" To whom do suns appear in the obscurity 
" of night, or shine in coloured robes and velvet, 
" comprising every l)eaut_v like a mtadow fashioned 
" in marble, or a picture of ivory ? They move and 
" wave about in gannents like a ship ssiUng over 
"the billows: round them ai-e entangled swords 
" and i^teara, and horsemen and suitors roam about 
" ^^^.^^^ among them she is a fair form like the 
" bi^HWibt fluttras through a vol of ebony. I 
" beh'el^^^I became enamoured, but I ooncealed 
"^^t i Buffered, so that no one knew of it-— I came 
" — I conquered—but I An^ve ber for the e%- 
" altcd beauties that were perfected in her. What 
"isittomep — What care I for the rulers? Myob- 
" Etinacy and my perrerm^ are increased towardB 
" them ; I shout when tbey persist in thar in- 
" veclires against me, and th^ own' reproaches 
" shall be their own murderers," 

When he had concluded these verses, Antar re- 
tired to the tents of his father; the Princes also 
went away and repeated to King Zoheir what had 
passed between them and Antar, and the verses he 
had reoted. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The next day came Bedcr, son of Amroo, apd two 
ofhisBons, Hadifali and Haml, of the tribe of Faza- 
rah, with some otlier Chiefs, and congratulated King 
Zohai on his safety. In the course of conversation, 
Boid Secies', Think not, O King, thot we shrunk 
Irom Maadi Kereb, when he camo and drove away 
your property, and made your sons prisoners we, 
aa the contmy, mounted our horses as soon as 
the news reitcbecl us, and we pursued them night 
and day; but we found them not. All has ended 
well, said Song Zohdr. And he detwled the won- 
derful events that had happened, and told him how 
Antar had slain Ehalid, son of Mohorib. Afler 
tins, a magnificent feast was prepared, and the vi- 
ators stiud three days ; and whenever Antar was in 
the King's presence, he riuscd his dignity, and seated 
him on liis right liand, thus cxahing his rank among 
the Sheikhs of the family ofBederand his sons, and 
digniiying liim above all his nobles. But when the 
feast was over, Hadifah invited King Zoheir's son 
to vi^t him. Shasbi^ged Antar to be of the party, 
and as he was ashamed to refuse and hang back, he 
departed with them: and as sooa as tb^ reached 
the habitations of the tribe of Fazarah, Hadifah 
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made them alight in a Epadous meadow, a^unding 
in springs and fountains, and trees and flowers. 
And it was now the season of spring. When they 
had reporittl, vurielies of viands were served up ; 
the wine j,'hisst.>s iit^nt rotiiid, and the maidens sung 
with melodious voices. At last the tears burst into 
Antar's eyes, for he was agonized at his misfortunes. 
He arose, and going out of the tent alone, he wan- 
dered over the desert, when lo ! a flight of turtle 
doves came flying from the nght, and perching on 
die dale tteeB, they cMiversed like duldleffi mothers, 
and ctKQplaitied in the tones of women moumiag 
the dead. At this sig^ the tears niahed in torronts 
into his eyes$ sctnxihing a^x and timntermpted 
bunungB burst from him — he was bewildered— and 
bis heart and soul suffoed the most excnunating 
pangs, as he thus addressed them : 

" 0 bird of the tamarisk ! thou hast rendered 
" my sorrows more poignant, thou hast redoubled 
" my griefs, 0 bird of the tamarisk ! if thou in- 
" Tokest an absent friend for whom thou art moum- 
" ing, even then, O bird, ia thy affliction like the 
" distress I also fedP Augment my sonoiva and 
" my lamentations; aid me to weep till ihua ^seesL 
" wonders from the discharge of my eyelids. Weep 
" too from the excesses that I endure. Fear not — 
" only guard the trees from the breath of my bum- 
" ing sighs. Quit me not till I die of love, the 
" victim of pasaon, of absence, and Beparation. 
** My, pea'liaps in the ^az thou majeat see scMhe 
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" one ridiiig from Aalij to Nomani, wandeiiog with 
" a daniEel, she traverung Wilds, .and drowned in 
^' tears, anxioiis for her native land. MayGodiiiBjnre 
^' thee, 0 dorel/'i^lat^thoii ti^y^seest her loaded 
" camelfi, Annau|i(ie:ii^1deat}i; ');Sa^; tlioU -lias^ 
*' Idthim* stretdi^^nilB^f^&i^'t'''^ thathiatearB 
•< ia» ex)uuBted» W^lOilmil^l^^ blMd.:£hca^ 
** the breeze aahfj^j^lR^itQ^lltiHip^iig^, - he. is 
<'de)uiTed of biK!l^tsnd'k^^;.he ia in a 
" strange land, weeping for our departure, for the 
*' God of heaven has struck him witli afilictioa on 
" account of his beloved; he is lying down like a 
" tender bird, tliat vultures and. eagles have bereft 
" of its young, tliat grieves in 'uiiceasng {dauits . 
" whilst its offi>pring are scatt^i^ over the' plua 
" and tlie desert." 

Tlius he continued till the flame in his bosDm 
cooled. Now Prince Malik also arose in order to 
follow him : lie approached unperceived by Antar, 
and heard wliat lie recited ; and his heart was 
wounded. Tlicy remained some days feasting ; but 
on the eighth day by daybreak tbey returned borne. 
Antsr's Borrows and ofllictions burst out anew, and 
agns of illness ^ipeared in him : nothing comforted 
him hut the espectation of SHi}xx)b. After a period 
of fimy days, behold Shiboob came in to him hj 
la^tf and his heart was near breaking. Well, 
-Shiboob, he cried, hast thou any news.'with ihee? 
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Truly I have ncwe, rrplicd Sliibiiob, neivs tliat thou 
mayst depcnd on. Haste ihen am! spcuk, my brave 
brother, exclaimed Antar. Know then, added Shi- 
boob, that your uncle is tlie falsest of men. He is 
gone down to the tribe of Shiban, and has demanded 
pn>tecti<»t their King K^s, son of Masood, com- 
plnining of his fortunes. Eid's has asdsted hioi) and 
your uncle has married his dsughter to -Bostam,the 
King's BOD, and he has established himself among 
them. At hearing these vords, the flame was re- 
Idndled in all its fury in Antar''s heart Ah t he 
cried, and has Bostam indeed recdved the comple- 
tion of his wishes? No, stud Shibooh; when I 
. quitted you I visited all the hordes of Arabs, and 
inquired at every dwelling, tiU at last I heard that 
your uncle was gone down to the tribe of Shiban ; 
tluthCT I proceeded without delay, and entering the 
habitations by night, I reniaincd concealed till the 
dawn of day, when I beheld King Kais, and your 
uncle riding by lus fide ; and, moreover, the King 
kept him near him, gave him a robe, and honoured 
him greatly. I no sooner saw this than I ivandcred 
amcmg the dwellings till 1 diswncred Iblu's tent, 
and watching it till her mulhcr \\as gone out, I en- 
tered, and found her iu tears, longing for her native 
sand hills. The moment she saw me, she jumped 
up, and cried, Shiboob, where byour brother AntarP 
I relied, At home : and what has befallen him for 
the loss of you, never hefel man before. O Shiboob, 
she continued, I am under the greatest apiveiiau 
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son for him, and I am unablu to send any one to liim. 
My fiithcr lias married me to Bostam, and lias de- 
manded as a marriage dower the head of Antar. 
The tribe bos piders. to.be m.readinessi sohastra 
to yiiur btotB^ii^nd'g^vb lum .this igtelligatce-^ 
recomineDd him tobeonlusgUard.; Thus she bade 
me adieu, tmd wept,- adding, .God be with you^ 
Shifooob, repeat these verses to my coUsin : 

" O my couEdn, all my comfort js.dotioyed, and 
" I am msting figoiueB raf ee^tWA^on^ 
"row. Were I ^le^ I ifXHild '^ig^^jflys^tihAt 
" land -with the -winde : but rounct itiy tentrsi^p^ 
" whose hands are brandishing spears. lu the 
" morning I am like a bird, but the hand of fortune 
" has clif^ied my wings, and my fatlier has betrothed 
" me by force to mine enemy ; my death and in- 
" faniy are united In such an act. May Grod send 
" woes uptjn lilm ! that he could unite one so gentle 
" as I am lo a foe, as if it were a friendly contract; 
" and could thus condescend to a foreigner, pgecting 
" tiieo, 0 tiiou lion of the waste ! By thy truth) I 
" will ncvLT bi cak liiy voivs to thee, were I to be 
" hacked in pieci.'3 liy the broad cutlasses ; so con- 
" Irive wliat ffCcmcst bust to thee, for tlioii art most 
" experienced In expedients. Question the gales 
" of Nejd of .my health vhea they blow in the 
I'lnonuDg." 

-,~*A8 Antiur tlisteied to . these yersee^ he groaned 
da^^ooA i^ e^eajWeK, flocked with telWB;; but his 
i^^i^:gi4et«d:1^,tfa^ aBaurance. ; My (^jectj 
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added SJiibool), in llios comiii}; to you by night is, 
tliat you may conceal every tiling about me. By 
the foith of an Arab, cried Antar, I will bring down 
on BoEtam and the tribe of Shibaa a calamity time 
shsll record : and I will requite my uncle aa he de- 
serves. But, Shiboob, where has the party halted ? 
Id the land of Amzateen> my brother, amwered 
Shiboob, and thejr are bat few in Dumb^. 

Now Bostatn had intnnised S^alik to bring An- 
ter^B head as it maniage preerait for his daughter; 
and soon after, m Bostam and Ibb &ther were con- 
sulting about the man^em^t of the expedition. 
My son, smd King Kais, this engagement to which 
you have bound yourselfisveiy difficult, itisaTeiy 
Eerious aSoir, for if wc assemble the tribes of Shiban, 
and march against the tribes of Aba and Adnau, 
dissensions and feuds nill arise among the Arabs. 
Wait patiently, let us deliberate about the execution 
of this project in a proper manner. But Bostam, 
after this conversation, only waited till it was even- 
ing, when ho called his servant, and told him to 
prepare his horse. He ^rthed him, and brought it 
to him as t^oon as it was dark. Bostam mounted, 
and as lie launched into the wilds end ihe wastes, 
he thus spoke : 

" O Ibla, may thy salutations greet me fre- 
" quendy ; keep my vows and preserve my f^th, 
"for thou hast subdued a Chief of the tribe of 
" Shiban, who never felt love or am oralis pa^on 
" befor^ a knight to whom warriors in the battle 
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" bow through fear before he dmws the sword. My 
" heart is sadsfied ; one look Jrom her reconciles 
" me to my departure from my own country, al- 
though my e^dids are andrntmied with sle^ess- 
*^ nsasi vid ng^'f^jres ednader diunbef as a socrikge. 
" O my tribe, I tda- bIiuq by'two large eyes, and I 
" am become a distracted and impaBaoned lorer. 
" My Boul longs for an Ab^an maid, that has 
" launched at me the shaft of death. Surprirang, 
" that her deadly glances have shot th^r arrows at 
" ray heart ! Since the new-bom moon beheld her, 
" it snatched up light from her countenance, and 
" became full-orbed ; and the shadow of night was 
" astonished ; she let her hmr flow down, and there 
" came on a total darkness. She is an idol ; were 
" she to appear before us every day, we should 
" worship no other imago but her. O son of Shc- 
" dad, relinquish thy love; comfort thyself without 
" her, now that she has met Bostam, the knight of 
" the horse, and the horseman whose equal dwells 
" not on earth, and be safe." 
' Bostam continued hb journey over rocks and 
deserts till the obscurity of night was illummed, 
when recovering his smses, he opened his ^es, and 
locked fflvimd to observe what was before him. He 
soon perceived that the Ruler of &e Air bad de- 
prived him <^ his succour, aad that he hod lost Ins 
way ; for he had intended pasang through the val- 
ley of Deecor, but he now found lumself in the land 
oflKmaya; Budi bad beai the imiHKswHi bis love and 
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paBraun had made on his heart. At day-light he 
was ia an open countzy, with roads in various direc- 
tims. He halted, and looked to the right and to 
the left, vhai \o ! a dust arose, and mounted on 
high in front of him, and there appeared serenty 
horsenien, all clad in steel ; and beftire them rode a 
kptght, Uke a strong hastion. On the hack of his 
net^ mm slung a loi^ tpear. Bostam instantlyput 
his steed in motion for battle and cotnhat ; and as 
he came nigh nnto the troop they all halted. Their 
chief alone came forward, who beckoning to Bostam 
with his hand, exclaimed, What Arab art thou ? 
stjitc thy parentage. Tliy parentage may be thy 
protection. Youth, replied ])ostam, and should it 
not be my security, my well-proportioned lance, and 
my well-tempered blade, will be my protection, I 
am Bostam, son of Kais, King of the tribe of Shi- 
ban, and the protector of the lands of Numan*. But 
-who of the Arabs art thou? The youth laughed 
aloud, and waved his spear in joy. Wdcotne I he 
exchdmed, I greei thee, OAboolyaczan -f-,tlioiiknight 
of the age. This is indeed a meeting for which I 
ought to render tlianks to the G^^t Creator, who' 
has shortened my nod, and has thus laroured ine. 
How.so, young matiP said Bostfun. Hast thou any 
debt Bgmpst me, the payment of whidi thou claim- 
est P or is there blood that thou wouldest demand of 
me ? No, ,Bostam ; hy God, no ; exclaimed the 
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stranger. I have no debt, no blood to claim of thee; 
and never in my life did I see thee till this day. I 
am called Tarfa, son of Bafa. I have demanded in 
marriage Saada, the daughter of Shahab the Bai^ 
boc^te^ whom thtia didst slay the day he plundered 
thee. Butt said licTiDpther tQ iQft l vill ikA marry 
my dau^t^^but^to lum.whp.^d^^ 9y^ge her, and 
shiill Ining me the head ttf Bo^tWhr^.ifttber's mur- 
denr. .:Thu U<n(y bu^iiiess^m^^ieE^- that I may 
separate thy head &ttni.,thy Ehpul^Q(^> And by the 
futh of an Arab, ^Iwill.notbett^ldiee, neither will 
I permit one (tf my comrades to approach thee till 
out contest be decided. Be on thy guard, and look 
to thyself. Bostam was amazed at this address, and 
forgetting the purpose of his journey, Tarfa, said 
he, «nce evil designs have driven thee on to this 
wicked contest, thou and thy party shall this day 
witness my exploits and my powers. All I demand 
of thee in this conflict is fair play. What dost thou 
demand as juaticc, a-skcd Tarfa, tliat I may treat 
thee fairly ? All I want of tlioc, added Bostam, is 
to wait whilst I dismount from my horse, and let 
him repose a little ; and when I mount him again, 
come on and appease thy disquietudes. Well, s^d 
Tarfa, as thou wilt. Bostam accordingly dismounted, 
and loosening his horse's girths, rested him and 
walked him about a little. But he had no sooner 
Iflflumed his seat, than advancing towards his an- 
tagonist, be exdaimed — . . 
^^g^l^l«^#4w(> «iljrlii»ihnp>!'^9% decided ; 
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" andt^myHfe, Omy trib^ it has never outraged 
"11s. I set out to demand blood of one who never 
" betrayed me, and it has brought me one who 
" seeks my blood ; a lover vho couiphuns of the 
^ wanntht^his love, and whose disease is like nuoe. 
" It b an adventure to surprise all hearEra ; it will 
" remain a tale among men. 0 tribe <tf ShUun, 
" my heart is lost, so mg of it among the tmt- 
" ropes, for a ikwn has beguiled it with its eyes, 
' " which are the hunters that chase the lions of the 
" forest. She is an Arab damsel, that would dis. 
"grace all the virgins of Peraa; so lovely, that 
" should she come forth from her retreat, having 
" once seen her, we should adore no idols. She rises 
" like the sun at noon-day ; or she is the new-moon 
" among the shades of darkness. O hope of my 
" life, couldest thou see my thrust with the spear, 
" or my blow with the sword among the skulls, no 
*' longer wouldcst tliou sigh for Antar. No; thou 
" wouldest not be hardened agiunst princes for the 
" sake of a slave." 

Bostam rushed upon the troop, and came down 
upon tlicm like a calamity. lie broke througli aD 
tlicir defences, and shed the blood of the chiefs. He 
dispersed their right; he routed tlieir left. He 
sought out his adversary Tarfa, but after an hour's 
combat, consternation fell upon Tarfa ; and Bostam 
perceiving how it was with him, shouted at him and 
terriiied him, and jnercedhim in an instant, and slew 
ima. Agtunbe turned upon his companions, who were 
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of the tribe of Nozr, and as they fled over the wastes 
and the mlds, Bostnm soon quitted them, and con- 
tinued his course over tlie spacious deserts fill he 
came to the land of the tribe of Saasaa. Tlience he 
proceeded till he approached the land of the tribe of 
Merah; and there he encountered on a sudden ablack 
knight, mounted on a short-hdred charger. He was 
immersed in steel and armour. His intrepidity proved 
him one of the bravest of heroes, and the superiority 
that shone in him, testified that he was a kiught of 
the age a&d period. In &ont of him was a man on 
fbot^ scouring the land. This iiorsemanwaa the knight 
offltedesertsandthecities — the chief Antar; and the 
man on £x>t was the dust-coloured dragon, Shiboob. 

' When Shiboob had explained to Antar the pun 
^t Ibla was sufirann^ and that bis unde bad de- 
manded bis bead as a marriage' jpl^lSl fdf fitij 
daughter, he gnashed his teeth 'Vl^'rage: hut 
conccaUng liis brother that night, that no one might 
know liis arrival, and recommending his mother also 
to secresy, and desiring her, should any one of King 
Zoheir's sons inquire for him, to say, that being 
anxious about his brother's long absence, he was 
gone to procure some information respecting him ; 
with these prec3ut!<ms he quitted the habitations 
as soon as all were asleep. Now Shiboob, said he, 
cat by the shortest way to the land of Shiban, that 
I may show you the infamy and disgrace to which I 
will reduce nune enemies. Thus th^ continued 

Qidr expedition (Antar^ pas^on increaang in Ibrce 



and vdiemence), till they met Bostam, whom of all 
people he was searching. Each recognised the othei- 
But bdng deidrous to confirm theirdoubta, OAbool- 
yaczftn, cried Antar first, whither sre you going over 
thia land? Agtunst you, son of ZAeeha, replied 
Boatam ; that I may bring -down evils upon you, 
snd lay low your skull, and return to wed your he- 
k>Ted. Hey, Bostam ! cried Antar, in all the heat 
and anxiety of love, have you beheld her, that you 
can describe lier charms ? Yea, snid BosUun ; and 
I have received her father's hand; and I have 
pledged myself to her. This is the very day she 
will become my wife, and be under my will and au- 
thori^.. Think not, exclaimed Antar, that you will 
ever obtmn my permission to see her again. Be on 
your guard before inevitable duath visit you. Turn- 
mg towards Sliiboob, he enjoined liim not to assist 
him m the cocubat. Bostam prepared for the con- 
flict, and drawing nigh unto Antar, he tlius ad- 
dressed inm : 

- rhe revolutions arrive ever new ; theyrMscup 
a slave, and debase nobles. Hero of night, re- 
" Bnquish the contest; pui-sue justice, abst^n from 
" r^dty. The assault of chargers resembles not 
" the camels of the desert, that thou wast, used to 
" tend at the rising of the dawn. No ; and Ibla is 
*' not a person of whom thou shouldest talkoE love; 
" for IbUi is more precious than the loreliness of 
" the moon's orb when it rises at its full. Ask of 
*' bo-, how that a lion hero has posg^sed her by hm 
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" sword, that, were it to smite a rock, would split it ; 
*' who engages warriors in tlie day of battle with a 

courageous lieart, uumixed with fear. Tribe of 
" Shiban, I have obtained my wish; and the grief 
" of my heart ir illumined and removed. To-mor- 
" row, 1 will tell ye of Antar, that he has drank the 
" draught of death." 

When Antar had heard his -poetry, he Baw that 
Bostam was vain of hisyoutli, and ihat bialove and 
passion liad urged hint to attempt impos^lnlities, 
and had made him swerve from recUtude into error; 
so, charging with him, and shouting at htm, he thus 
exclaimed : 

0 Aboolyaczan, thy vehemence deceives thee; 
" soon thou wilt engage a lion not to be repulsed. 
" Heedlessly art thou come to seek me; but, thou 
" hast nused a lioa that pursues the invading ene- 
" miea. 0 Abooljacz&n, how of^ the game escapes 
*' whfn the himtsmaD falls ! If thou complainest of 
<* thepaiosof loT^I willeoon cure theeof thatpua 
" mth a sword ; whaierer I draw it death ever 
" submits to it, and prostrates itself. ' I am the 
" black, the slave, that assails troops when the dust 
*' rises. My pedigree is my sword and my spear; 
" my cour^ is my companion when fears thicken. 
"All mankind is but as one individual ; soma are 
" exalted, some debased. Tribe of Shiban, my 
" uncle is a tyrant : and on ye, this day, tyranny 
" shall fall. Bostam is driven on to his destruc- 
** tioD) drag^ng ali»g the train of rash courage. 
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" I am setitchliig him out in your dwdfings, and I 
" mil repay Mm frar hb deeds." 

Having thus reated thar verses, they commenced! 
the combat, and they hiunched into the wild and 
the desert. Their shouts were incessant ; the fury 
of their love and passion obscured the forms of pro- 
priety. They continued fighting till evening, and 
even after it was dark. At last Bostam became 
weary and exhausted ; the cord of his resolution was 
slackened, and he repented of his enterprise: and, 
knowing that horsemen behave generously to one 
another, and that Antar was not deficient in that 
point, he rcr|uested of him a truce from the combat, 
and permisMon to repose till mnrning. Antar agreed, 
sure that he could not escape out of the desert. 
Dismount where you please, said Antar. I grant 
you free permission ; you are safe from me till to- 
morrow's dawn. On this, Rostam retired to a high 
sand-hill, and alighted from liis horse, sensible that 
his pasdon. could not be gratified. Antar also dis- 
mounted, for he was tired and wearied. Brother, 
sud Sbiboob, what do you mean by lengthening 
out the contest with this devil ? He came to seek 
your death ftma a t^stance. I was almost tempted 
to kill him myself, but I was afraid of your angat 
and truly, you have not found it on easy task. Let 
him alone this night, Shiboob, said Antar. Let 
him perish in rt^et and anguish. Let him gnaw 
Ins fingers with the fangs of repentance. To-mor- 
row, I will saze him before he caa atf^k me ; for 
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he IS now indeed wiUiin my grasp> This apparent 
remissness is all my own doing ; for had I wished 
to slay him, I hatl done it Iroui llif very (iriit : and 
he would not Iiave lived to see this evening. I want 
to take him witli me to tlie trihe of Shibnn, anil 
make them all taste of infamy and misery. And 
verily, by tlio faith of an Aral), he is a horseman 
few horsemen can equal; and truly, I gave over 
fighting this evening quite fatigued. He ordered 
Sliiboob to look after him fill morning. It was just 
day-break, when Antar was mounted, and ready to 
renew the conflict. Bostam too descended from the 
sand-hill, assured lie must perish. And just as he 
advanced, and was about to commence the attack, 
behold a dust arose in the direction of the land of 
Al)5 and Adnan ; and there appeared a hundred 
horsemen, all like eagles; who perceiving Antar and 
Dostam about to engage, cried out, O by Abs ! O 
by Adnan ! 0 by Zeead ! O by Uamadan ! giving 
the reins to their steeds. Bostam was on an emi- 
nence, when lo ! another dust arose from die quar- 
ter of Shiban. In less than an hour the dust cleared 
away, there came forth three hundred warriors, 
mounted on ftgli-pi-iccd steeds, with long spears, 
and polished scimitars. Now all these horsemen 
were bent on the dfstriiction of jVular; and there 
was not one friend among them. But, when a 
servant of God is fortunate, the Almighty produces 
events that frustrate the wicked designs of his ene- 
mies. In the first dust that came from the land of 
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Abs, iracOorwah and Amarah; and the cause of 
tbls movm^it was Malik, IblaV iktho-, ^bo in con- 
sequence of what had passed between Um and 
Bostam, now gone to fetch Antar's head, sent to 
inform Rcbia of what bad occurred, saying, My 
cwiaiD, so and so has happened in the land of Shi- 
ban, but my heart yearns after my native land. 
Bostam is gone into your country to put Antar to 
death, and I must beg your assistance for liim. 
As soon as this message reached Rcbia, he imparted 
it to Amarah. They all felt much pleased, being 
now sure of Antar^s death and destruction. Ama- 
rah communicated the news to Oorwah, and they 
remained n atcJiing Antar till they found out that he 
was gone away in quest of Ibla. The nest day 
Amarah with Oorn'ah and some troops set out on 
tile way to the tribe of Shiban. Amarah was ia 
ecstacies of delight, until they overtook Antar, who 
was then combating with Bostam. But the second 
dust is thus explained. King Kais was Tery 
anxious about his son's departure in search of Antar, 
and after fanning various phms, he equipped three 
bundred men, and appointed Nijad to conimand 
them, and ^ley set out by die direct road, till tbey 
came up vith Antar and Bostam. When Antar 
saw how matters stood, he was convinced that there 
was not a single friend among them. So he in- 
stantly rushed upon Bostam, and hemming him in 
and pressing upon him, and closing every means of 
escape, he thrust at hun with tbe bu(trad oi bis 
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spear, and threv biin off his horse on the ground. 
Bind him fast, cned he to Shiboob, whilst we mark 
what may happen between these fellows now moving 
towards us. , When Nijad beheld what had hap- 
pened, hea^outtohiscomr&des,HeyI this black 
has taken Bbstata prisoner, but I am persuaded, he 
oodd only faftVieiNduc^ hitb ta thisinTam 
the fear of Ais 'piittf Q^Ji^^»ht -S6i come on^ 
overwhelni them '^ith- the '-bAvbS^df^'iyour spears, 
whilst I turn upon this black knight, and cut his 
body piecemeal ; for I think this demon mnst be 
Antar, wliose head Boatam went to bring away. 
Thus saying, be assailed Antar with fifty men'; the 
rem tun der rushed uponAmarah, and all this was by. 
the will of the Supreme God ! Amarah advanced 
ivith his comrades to alay Antar; but uninten-' 
tioiially lie assisted him, being obliged to defend 
hiraseli", leartiil of death and perdition; and not 
being at that moment able to escape, he fought and 
exerted himself, whilst the dust flew about like an 
extended canopy. The tears coursed down his 
cheeks; and the bodies of theenvious melted through 
excess of jealousy, and the Absians were discomfited' 
on that day. Oorwali felt all was lost, and he re- 
solved in liis own mind, and bound hirasdf by a. 
solemn compact, that if for this once he sbonli' 
escape, never would he return to his odious practic^ 
against Antar, nor have any more to do with hitttli 
Amarah search«l about for hie companions, but per'* 
ceSifa^<4httffl^^tn^ alKKt^sntuUSatedj and the; 
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rfst in die utmost danger, and that the calsmty. 
sppested diaaBtroiiB in the extreme, he cried out to 
Odnnth,£sct^,mycouan,escape,orvedie. And 
he gave the reins to his horse and fled, accompa- 
nied by Oorwah and his companions, and pursued 
by the Shibanians. In the mean time Ancar eu- 
countered Nijad and his warriors. He aimed thrusts 
at him that bhnded the sight, and anticipated fate 
and destiny, as he pranced and charged round them, 
his heart firmer than rock. In a moment he had 
destroyed thirty. He llmist at Nijad, and hm-led 
him off his horse. But, when the others behi;ld his 
slaughter, and the effects of his exploits, they took 
to flight, exclaiming, May God curse your flat-nosed 
fatlier ! how strong are your blows ! how fierce is 
your assault ! Bostam was amazed and bemldered 
at Antor's achievements; but Shiboob stood guard 
over him, till Antar alighting from the hack of his 
horse, and having walked him about a little to re- 
lieve him, again mounted to pursue the Shibanians, 
who were now on thar return with the epculs of the 
Ahsians, whom they had slain, and driving before 
them tbor prisraiere whom they had taken, and 
seekiiig thor leader Nijad, whcmt Antar had de- 
stroyed. As to Amafah, he contrived to escape 
with Mb companions. But Antar thus greeted tibe 
Shibanians ; Foid Arab^ by the ^th of an Arab, 
had I not had a grudge against mine own tribe, 
never would I have permitted yoU to acccanplish 
your dengUB against them. -And he ^icouideKd 
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them Titli the head of ius spear, overthiowing the ' 
horsemen, and shedding the blood of the warriors. 
The Shibanians re«dsted', lill learning that Nijad' 

■was dead, they said to one another, Verily, this de- 
mon has taken Bostam prisonui", and slain Nijad and 
all his brave comrades. He is indeed a nocturnal 
calamity, and a destroying lliunder-bolt ; let us 
sedc our own country, or not one of us will be alive. 
&} they lashed their horses flanks, and escaped at 
full speed, scarcely crediting their security. Now, 
snid Autar to Shiboob, I am resolved on proceeding 
to the land of Shlban, and to fill them with despair 
after all their fond hopes, and exhibit to them the 
evil stars of my cuckold uncle: and I will not re- 
turn till I have rescued Ibla.' Moreover, I am 
aware that these fugitives will soon reach King 
Kais, and will tell him what my swttfd' and -my 
impetuous assaults have effected; d^!^''^' alsb 
inform him, that his son Bostam is' nfy'c^ptive. 
He will immediately assemble hi^ horsenl^ and 
march against our country, and ende^vour'to re- 
lease his sons with bis warriors. His tedte ^11 
therefore remain nntminted, and his prop^:^^' 
protected. I will take away vbat I please, axm iraT 
leave what I please. I will carry off Ihla, my ^iiSF^ 
object; and should I catch hold of her father, I 
will abandon him to disgrace and infamy;' and I 
will now make him knon- who I am. O Ahool- 
faWaris, sfud Bostam, shuddering and trembling at 
SiSS^B liiQi^^r^otf must qerti^y be proponn^ 



to yourself impossibilities, deeds that will expose 
your life to daogcrs and troubles. Be generous 
towards tne, and make me your friend and com- 
panion; and by tbe faith of an Arab, i will realize 
your w ishes : I will go hume witli you, and not let 
your tinclc (niit our tert liory till hf has married his 
dauglitcr to you with us, and thus your projects be 
accomplished. 'Wh^l ! 0 Alxxilyac/an, cried Aniar, 
Am I ^o i'ar unable to exccut:! mini; own business, 
that I must ask assistance of another, whether I 
will or no ? I will be tbe only agent in mine own 
deagns against your country — I will bring down 
calamities upon your horsemen — I irill reqiute erery 
one according to hia deserts and I will suspend 
your head round my unde^s neck, that he may 
repent of Ms conduct, and never think proper to 
emigrate from his own country again. But do you, 
O Shiboob, he added, hasten to tlic habitations of 
the tribe, aud see wliat they are about — mark the 
exact truth. Sliiboob let loose bis feet, and speeded 
away till he disappeared among the wastes. About 
the latter part of tbe day he returned, all aghast 
and out nf breath. What is the matter, cried Antar, 
that you hiivc rt^tiinieii iii ouch haste? Know, my 
brother, replit^d Sliiboub. That as soon as I had 
quitted you, I travei'sed tlio plains and tlie deserts 
till I re^ed the tribe of Shiban, when I perceived 
them all Overwhelmed with the screams of slaves 
and women, on account of theu- horsemen that had 
been shun, and troops were fiying about in eyery 
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direction. " I began to fear that some misfortune 
might befal me, and methought also, should your 
uncle recognise me, I should be a dead man. But 
just as I had dcRTniiru d nn retracing rny way back, 
I overheard a peasant saj to aiiotlicr. This night 
drive away your floclis as speedily as possible, for 
our families are departing for the valley of Jiljil and 
the plains of Jandil, (a spot in Arabia, well known 
and mentioned by the poets). As soon as I heard 
this news of their approaching removal, 1 was over- 
joyed. But what is the drcumstanee, exclumed 
Antar, interrupting him, that has so ftiscomposed 
youP Know, siud Shiboob, that Ibla liiait- ^ 
go away, she and hit moth^, with tfa^ fSni^es oE 
Shibao. So you had better set oiiit at ^ Veiy 
moment' of tbdr remoral with their' canlds,' ii>i^ 
convert dior' pride into despair.' I wih soze Qie 
bridle of Ibla's camel and lead it away'; but nun^ 
you ke^ off from me the troops, whether they be 
few or numerous. By your father, exclaimed Antar, 
delighted and smiling, I will sliow you what will 
joy your heart. Soon after this tliey departed, and 
when they reached tlie vicinity of the tribe of Shiban, 
it being late in the day, they chanced to percave 
some flocks on their way to the dwellings, at- 
tended by a single slave, who was thus crying out 
and lamenting, AJas, for thee ! O Bostam, how 
fortime has betrayed thee, and delivered thee over 
tU^a alavei^iia'n^rth, and of no futh t May God 
li^n^ idew '^IbU Bdi'^^ 1— Hay he Giirse 
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the hour that bfou^it her here I — Mey God whe^ 
tbem in his calamitieB and his misTortuneB ! And he 
thus continued in verse : 

" 0 fuU moon o^ perfections 1 .0 lion of battles, 
" are grieved ibr thee I 0 thou, the protector of 

our women in every land when fled the brave 
" heroea of war ! The tribe of Shiban has lost its 
" sword; a sword that could cieave even the rock- 
" ribbed mountains. Tliou art humbleil, warrior 
" as tliou wert, wliose power made the lions of the 
" den crouch belbre it. A slave of the tribe of 
" Adnan has made tliee a captive — a slave that 
" lately tended the camels : but were not oppression 
" natural to man, the slave would never subdue the 
" Diaster. May no good bolide thee, O Ibla! Majcst 
" tliou never be protected from tbe calamities of 
" night — may the lands of thy father be laid waste 
" and ravaged, deprived of its cherished inhabitants ! 
" In an evil hour came Maiik to us ; his deeds were 
" imquitous; may God curse him for a vile Sheikh ^ 

crushed.be his chin; plucked out be his musta- 

diioes 1 ibr he has spoiled the joy of our lives, 
" and we, are all reduced to misery." 

Antar's rage ' and indignation increased as he 
listened to the words of the peasant ; and he sud 
' to Shiboob, Bring me that, slave, that I may ques< 
-ticin and call liim to account. Shibqpb seized 
h^,..and dragged him before Antar,' fnghted as 
he .was. Who art thou, slave? cried Antar. lam 
pne of King Eais' slaves, he replied. And do 



you all remove to-morrow ? Yes, my lord. For 
what purpose P Know, my lord, continued the 
slave, we sre in great alarm about the tribe of 
Temeem, which our Cliief, Bostam, kc'pt in awo. 
It was he who protected us from every villdn ; but 
he ia now a prisoner in the hands of a holl-boni 
slave ; and therefore must we remove. We iinve 
assembled all our comrades, and are going lo rescue 
our Chief, the son of our King. But who has 
taken Bostam prisoner P is ho the foremost knight 
of the age P asked Antar. Oh ! no, no, said tlie 
slave: he who has taken lilm prisoner is a con- 
temptible, insignificant fellow, and bo isnot reckoned 
a horseman at all : but the times have turned out 
most extraordinai-y, and a total revolution in fortune 
has upset his family. Here the slave related tlie 
whole story of Malik, and how he had demanded 
Antar's head as a marriage present for his dauglitor. 
Antar smiled and drove tbcpeasanton before him till 
he came up to Bostam, Look at this prisoner, said 
he, who is now before you, and ascertain who he 
is ; observe well whether it bo your master, that we 
may be liberal towards him in restoring him to 
liberty. The sla\e recognised Bostam : bis tongue 
quivered in his epcech, and his knees quaked as he 
stood. He felt as if his very soul were on tlio wing, 
and bis limbs trembled as with an ague : for he was 
convinced that the person who was speaking must 
be Antar himself, the lofty column. He gave him- 
self up for lost and a dead man: then turning to- 
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wards Antsr to appeaMe Itiin, be Bud, Pardon, my 
]acd, finr it is the noblest quality of die great; act 
not thus towards' my master, Bostsm ; do Dot cut 
down the very tree of genwonty from mankind, 
^d be wept from bis tortured beart and hia 
agonised ^es. He kissed Bostam^s feet, and gave 
a loud scream. But Shiboob darted upon him and 
stopped bis mouth, and binding him fast, left him 
by the.sida of BoBtam. Antar reposed in tliat spot, 
wliilst Sliiboob stood guard during the night By 
daybreak Shiboob quitted the plain, and sought tbe 
tribe of Shiban, to gain some information: but not 
long after, ns Antar had bis eyes fixed on the road, 
behold ! Shiliuob appeared like a bird when it flies, 
the tears streaming from liis eyes. What is beliind 
thee? cried Antar, what event has called forth this 
lamentation? 0, my liroihur, lie replied, the enemy 
has anticipated us io tbe completion of their desires : 
all our plans and projects have tailed. A subduing 
arm ihss already fallen upon tbe tribe that cannot 
be repulsed— «n irrenstible, unconquerable foe ! 
How b that? tbou black-bom. How has tbis hap- 
pened? asked Antar. Know then, answered Shi- 
boob, I bad no sooner quitted thee, than I cUs- 
corerfd that, they had already set out mtb their 
families and tbor. baggage-camels, and the bowdabs 
.were placed on the camels. The tribe of Sbiban 
were all on horseback, and piepaxd with th^ 
spears and th»r scimitars. They ware marching 
£vward with- thor wives and th^ flocks^ when, lo I 
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die plain was filled willi liorsemcn and warriors, 
rushlDg on from every direction, and slopping up 
all the roads and passes, crying out at the same 
time, 0 by Temeem ! At their head was a 
knight of prodi^ous bulk, who rode towards the 
qiiarter of the women, driving back all opposition, 
and pierdng the horsemen ; and when he had gidned 
possession of the women, he forced them on before 
Imn, eagerly and resolutely. Ibla'was among the 
womcD, shrieldog out in the'luiguage^'iof.anguiEh 
and distress, and letting fall Btreama ottteius, as 
ahe cried out, O by At»! 0 by Adnanl^^O.'men, 
nobly generous towards women, where is the Va- 
liant knight? Where the undaunted hero? How 
I loDg for the Absian horseman ! Oh that I 
could meet him I Your uncle Malik and his son 
Amroo were soon made prisoners. So I deters, 
mined to return to you, when, lo I this warrior 
whom I mentioned before, bellowed out like, a savage 
lion: Attack, attack, my couuns! he. cried, the 
business is a mere trifle, for I have obtiuned my 
beloved Budoor. Having witnessed all these dis- 
asters, I departed ; and here I am in despair. 
Aotar's tears flowed and streamed at the recital. 
0 Malik ! he cried. May God never let thee taste of 
moisture ! or let thee escape from these perils ! for 
Ahou hast drawn these misfortunes on diyself : and 
^u hast dishonoured thy daughter among all man- 
isiad. And as be was resolved on mounting his 
heme to quit ti>e plidii, anxious to raicounter the 
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oKiny alone, he dunced to hear the Chief, Boatam, 
occMmhig, Alaaldiefbe has cUsgracedine; they have 
exulted over me: venly a blow from a sharp sword, 
or a thrust firotn a long spear, is more tolerable than 
the insullsi^ outrage of enemies ! Astar listened to 
faiB vor^ and his complaints, but only thought thev 
proceeded^fiotn Mb pasnon Sot Ibla. Is all this in 
coDseqaence of the noleope of your flame? said 
Antar, or is it on account of the cc^vity of lUa, 
that this afflictian makes such an impres^on on you F 
By thy existence ! he repliedi O Aboolfawaiis, there 
is not even a small or a large portion of my love for 
Ihla surviving in my heart; nsther does my an- 
guish proceed from what diou hiutest at : but my 
tears flow for the gnef of the femaleB of mine own 
family. I have a dster, who is called Budoor, 
and she is my youngest and favourite nster. The 
Chiefs of the tribes of Cahtan have been her suitors, 
and also the nobles of Shiban and Nibhan ; hut she 
has rejected them all: and this is one of her lovers 
who has invaded us on her account, and has seized 
our wives and our families, and has carried off 
my sister Budoor. He is called Keshaab, son of 
Ghayath; he must have heard of my captivity, 
and thus taking advantage of my absence, he has 
assailed my tribe, and violated Qte honour of my 
family, and of the females of my cotmttydien, thuB 
possesfflbg himself of my dearest aBter. Bat now, 
<0 J^aeMi.'irtaiB, I conjure thee, by tbe faiUi of an 
Arab, and by the ImiA who avathrow?) whm he 
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pleases, mther make me fall beneath thy sword, or 
pardon and grant me protectioii, that I may be 
one of thy dependtmts and thy servants. I am 
aware that I have been overbearing and Insulting, 
but I now know my etror ; and thou wilt be cele- 
brated for thy fbrbearattce and generosity. Let me 
go, that we may exert chit whole force and %ht. 
Ferh^ we may still Bucceedi ThiolEnbtjO Abool- 
fawaris, that on aadi a persqn as.iA^B^ a noble 
action or an obligation will be thrown sMy. And 
thus he addressed Antar; ■ 

" Thou hast taken me prisoner, and the-hm^ 
" men are clmrging; sword and spear spare not and 
" stop not. I went against tliee, but now I know 
" that I WTongcd thee; and after such insults, I 
" implore thy forgiveness. Shouldst thou kill me, 
" it is but justice that thou seekest. But, if thou 
" wdt pardon me, thou shalt be my ear and my 
" eye. O thou, from whose sword, when it is drawn 
" in the fury of war, fate and destiny descend, were 
" all the dwellers on earth to engage with thee on 
" the day of terrors, they could not subdue thee. 
" Spare me, forgave m^ powerful as thou art. Con- 
" ader mypraises, and the story I hare ttdd." 
. These yexaea brou^t tears into Antai's eyes; 
for he was ccmpasnonate of heart, and kind, root 
and branch. BdngnowoonnncedofBostam'sdiB- 
trera for his family, he untied the 4a>rds and band- 
ages, luiving first bound him to his word. He also 
restored to hiija his armour, and his weapcms, and 
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his horse. But this bastard slave ! said Shiboob, 
mit thou not put him to death after ali the foul 
words he made us hear ? O Shiboob, replied Antar, 
Ehsll we release illustrious chiefi, and kill slaves f 
pardcularly when betweeo them and us there is the 
tie of blackness ? He has done nothing to merit 
punidimmt.' He only e^iressed his sorrows and 
i^tett for a rtmtac who had honoured him, and 
had treated lum well. Bdease him, for we will be 
kind to him on account of his dark complexion. 
BoBtam burst into a. loud laugh, and smd, May God 
prosper thee for a great hero, and a noble lion ! 
How just are thy words ! When Shiboob had re- 
stored the slave to liberty, Aiitar and Bostam 
mounted, whilst Shiboob and the slave ran on ahead 
of them ; and they hastened on till they came up 
with the tribe of Shiban, where they perceived 
men scattered right and left on the ground; the 
country was destitute of the women and families, 
and appeared an uninhabited ivaste. Bostam «ept 
at the misfortunes and dreadful events that hod be- 
fallen him. Kun to the top of yonder bill, he cried 
to the slave, whose name was Haiimm ; collect the 
fugitives, and tell tliom to be of good cheer, as 
their protector Bostam is arrived: bid tliom come to 
me. The slave cried out as Bostam directed, and 
the troops rallied from the different parts of the 
desert, rejoicing in. the safety of th^ chief, who, 
when he had explained what had passed, exclainied. 
Mow pay . homage to the chief Antar. But Antar 



TMBY OVIRTAKR TKB IMTADBBt. 



comforted iheir hearts, and their respect for him in- 
creased, and thdr griefs diminished. They marched 
on till they approached the enemy about sunset; 
and having explored KeshaaVs position, they occu- 
pied the roads, and attacked hinLwfaen all were quiet 
and repasiDg. As the prisonerft.were stationed be- 
hind the camels, Antar.heard ^dienMace of Ibla,'and 
dislingWBhed it from the othent;^ Qt^jriude country 
seemed too confined fac bim; . H^^oould welt no 
longer, but gave a yell that made every mountain 
tremble. He sought the standards and ensigns, and 
laboured in the slaughter of the chiefs, Shiboobever 
at his side. Bostam also assailed them, and rushed, 
to the combat, his heart encouraged by the examples 
of Antar. His horsemen and nobles also joined in 
the attack. But the tribe of Tenieem seeing them 
advance, despised them, aajicig, 1'hcsc must be some 
stragglers from the tiibu of Shiban ; it is not worth 
our whUe to pursue them. But tliey soon marked 
how they burst through their right, and dispersed 
their left ; and the calamity seeming now to be great, 
they mounted, and began to take a part in the con- 
flict. They beheld Antar^B thrusts tearing out the 
hearts of the heroes, and bis blows making heads 
fly ofi" right and left. He was raiang his mighty 
shouts, and plying his cleaving blows : and be exr. 
hilnted among them all bis powera. The n^ief^ 
Bostam iJso overwhelmed them with hig.dwQy^ 
strcjtes. The battle continued tiU night hadveil^ 
the land in obscurity ; and still the combat and car-: 
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the flanks of lua army routed, and a grtat part 
them hacked and torn to ]neces, and behdd An tar 
hewing his way through them, and Bostam sending 
down upon them infamy and dismay, he was greatly 
alarmed. He shouted, and rushed towards his 
people ; but he found their heads flying about like 
leaves. Carnage was on all sides. The conflict' 
raged. Terrors became more frightful. But Antar 
ceased not slaughtering and destroying till he came 
up fo the cameis and the women, having niready 
slain one hundred and twenty of" ilie hraiest }5os~ 
tam had overthrown thirty : and when diey had 
collected the cattle and the families, said Antar to 
Bostam, dismount, O Aboolyyc/an, and rescue your 
ikther from bondage ; release all your tribe and your 
relations that are with him; but leave alone my 
uncle MaUk, and his son Amroo, and do not re- 
lease them on any account; for I now know that 
my uncle IB full of dec^t% and were I to let htm go, 
he would take away lus dau^ter and his wife, and 
flee awt^ from us: and we shall have to do it all 
over again. 1 will detun lum until the affair is de. 
dded. ^uboab was despatdied to Ibla to comfort 
her heart, and remove her grief. Now, when Ma- 
lik heard AntarVvoice in the attack, he ssid to his 
son Amroo, Omysonl these are the shouts of that 
accursed black. This m^tihe warriors of Temeem 
irill be annihilated by his evil destiny. O that the 
memy bad made me drink of the cup of death ! O 
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that I mi^t nevc^ agEun behold that black hard-ie&- 
tured face .' But I must have him put to death and 
destroyed. Ivrill remove his beloved from him, or in 
truth I win kin her on his account It is to be 
sure a noble return for liis rescue of me from ca- 
lamities, and his protection of my child ; but still I 
must have him murdered. Wliilst jMalik and his 
son were thus conversing, liostam hastened towards 
his father and i.'eleased liini, together with all those 
that liad accom]ianied liim, detjiiling to them all that 
had passed wit'li the magnanimous Antar, from the 
time of liis departure to Ins rc-appearancc. King 
Kais was aniii.zed. and reflecting on Antar's noble 
conduct, II he is a mortal, said he to his son, his 
equal is not (o bo tnund in the universe. No man 
can recomptrnse such deeds. Having thus released 
their people and the trains of camels, the women 
and children alighted; but they still left Malik, 
Ihla's father, and Amroo in captivity, as Antar the 
ferocious lion had directed. Release me toO| O 
Bostam, cried Malik. O thou base-bom wretch, 
rephed he, how could you fly from this noble vai^ 
nor with your daughter, and marry her to me who 
am not worthy to be his servant ? What, nothing 
would suffice you but the head of this iQustrious 
Antar, as her marriage-present ! But know, that I 
am become one of his associates and friends ; for he 
has protected my aster, and the other women and 
wives of the tribe oi' Shihan, and never can I make 
him any suitable recompense ; were be even to order 
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me to make you drink of the cup of ignominy, I 
would doit: for you are not a man; nether can 
kindness or noble conduct have any -virtue vrith.you. 
Thus snying, Bostam lode back to Antar, in CH^er 
to aid him in keeping the mght-lvalxli, and protect- 
ing the people, wMlst Shiboob Bbud with Ibla.' 
Amongst other things, he told her all Ins brother 
had done mth the Sbibaoiens on her account ; and 
afterwards conducted her to the women of King 
Kais, who received her with every mark of atten- 
tion. 

Early next day the tribe nf Temccm sprang up, 
eager to renew the fight and the contest. King Kais 
appeared among his troops and warriors, to whom 
he related the friendly intercourse established be- 
tween his son and Antar. In the mean time Antar 
and Bostam being together, said Antar to liim, Why 
do you keep back from the combat ? Begin with tlie 
foe, before the foe begins with yoa. Attack liiiii, and 
be of good cheer. Antar mounted Abjer, and 
casting bis eves towards the tribe of I'emeem, lie 
observed it was their intention to make a general 
assault; so he attacked their right, and fiingled out 
their heroes and chieftains. 

As soon as KeEhaab had clad himself in armour, 
and hod seated himself on his steed, he pu^ed for- 
ward to the front of the army,; and there too was 
Antar, who had already slain two and twenly war- 
riors. Keshaab assailedjhim in the<fiilRess of his 
rage ; and he cried out, Now wilt I bring down per- 



AKTAR BEHRADS KESIMAB. SS5 

didon on thee, Knowest tliou not who I am ? 
Have none of my deeds, none of mv exploits reached 
thee? Hast thou never heard of me, tliat thou 
darest thus, to follow me P DoBt thou hope to take 
my plunder avay from me, or to reficue my beloved P 
As to thy beloved, cned Anfifrtiny' sword hashbe- 
rated her, and last mgfat she refKtted^ under my j>ro- 
tectkm. But, if thou art indeed^ Id'-bold and so 
skilled in war, come and restiue herj and make good 
thy preten«ons. On the instant each assailed his 
antagonist, aiming alternate thrusts and blows at 
one another, and both bellowing and roanng, the 
blood gushed from then: nostrils. At last they' 
vanished from the ^^t, and^phmged mto the wdds, 
till drops of gory sweat streamed fetm thero, and 
their fury grew intense. 

Kealiaab's uncle being present, turned towards 
the tribe of Temeem, and said, O my cousins, be 
on your guard in this conflict, and beware of that 
black hero ; for much I fear he will prove Kiiperior 
to your Chief. Upon thi^. the tribe of Fcmcem 
rushed forward from ail sides ; but Bostam, who 
observed them advance, met tneir assault wim tne 
Shibanians, when lo ! a yell pierced the dust, and 
one cried out, O by Abs, O by Adnan I and behold 
Antar darted forth from beneath the dust, holding 
in his hand the head of Keshaab, am of Ghayath, 
and thus he spoke : 

" When I steep not my iitrcxd in the Uood 'of 
" fties, and when the gore trickles not from its lusixe, 

vol- II. Q 
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'* msy the lids of my ejres beaereraatiliKHiied'widi 
sleep, and may no barlnnger visit me bom the 
" phantom of Ibla ! I am Death, but I em impa- 
" tient for the lives of warriors ; and Death is pa- 
" tient. Whenever Death sees me, it humbles itself 
" to my awful form, and the arm of the Arab is too 
" short to reach me. I am the grasperof lives with 
" sword and spear. I am the warrior — the hero — 
" the intrepid — the undaunted ! Whenever I meet 
" Death, I turban his head with the sword tempered 
" in draughts of blood. I am the Hon of death, 
" that protects all tliat depend od me, and my ex- 
" ploits shall be recorded to eternity. My swarthy 
" complexion is fair at the moment my deeds stand 
" forth conspicuous. My progenitor is celebrated, 
" and my ancestors boast of their fathers ; for my 
" friends Lve respected, and my foes shrink awny, 
" abject, frightened, and maimed. By tlie iaiser 
" of the seven heavens, who knows every secret, 
" mif^ly and sublime, I swear, that I will never 
i( weary of the battle till I have repaid my Gx, and 
" am die victor. X am the lion of the wost^ and 
" <i£ eternal war, One smled with^deaths and dust. 
" I have repuked Teme^ ; I have felled th^ 
" elders. I am returned, and my sword is reeking 
«i^dieblood of the tribes. 0 tiibeof Abs, be 
" Etiong m glorf, aad boast a slav^ whose 
" mandon ia between the Pisces. Whenever the 
" herald of the tribe pTDdaiins, I'muwcr bim whilst 
*f tbehwieastlitnUe among 1^ dcuUs. My Indian 
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" blade is drawn; and it will fell thcc tliiit I am 
" Aniax in the contest." 

Kesliaab's uncle hnd lioen conversing beneath liis 
slandnrils. siiiTonnili'i! liv liis niihlrs. T am alarmed, 
sadle 1 ] 1 I f 1 1 1 d 1 
in which he was vieionous over the Shibaraans. 
But OS he was returning home in triumph, a 
black in the form of a lion met him. and de- 
pnved him of all his plunder, and finally cut off his 
bead ^d silenced his life. Nov just as be bad 
uttered these words, behold Antai appeared, and 
dius shouted, bearing KeshaaVs bead in his hand. 
Ah ! exdmmed his uncle at this agb^ the dream, 
the dream ! Agtun be shouted to Us surrounding 
ftiends, and the troops followed him to the assault. 
The Shibanians also attacked with their Chief Bos- 
tarn. Dust and black clouds of sand arose. The 
conflict became severe. The brave stood firm; the 
dastardly fled. Antar encountered the whole forc^ 
oiid his assault was the descent of a torrent ; and as 
the foe was superior in numbers, be exerted all his 
vigour, assailing them right and left, and crying 
out, O by Abs, 0 by Adnan ! Thus were matters 
situated, when lo! twenty horsemen appeared among 
the sands, and rushed upon the tribe of Temeem, 
overwhelming them with disgrace. They galloped 
towards Antar, who viewed them a time, and saw 
that tliey were Absians, headed by Ghayadh, son 
of Na^bib. But th^ came not with the intention 
to'asaist Antaf ; on the contrary, tlior object was 
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laa destruction. This was another of the inradlous 
plans of Amsrabi vbo, when oliUged to fly for bis 
tife, continued his retreat till lie reached the land of 
Abs by night. In the morning he repaired to lug 
brother Rcbia, and related to him what had passed. 
Rcbia advised him to wait patiently, and keep on 
the watch for some chance opportunity to kill Antar. 
Amarali quitted bim; but being still sorely ex- 
asperated at his defeat, he sent lor Ghayadb, and 
as he stood crying before him, lie implored liis aid. 
Explaining what he must do in tlie tribi? of Sliiban, 
he assured him of wcullli acid L'a.intla in abuiidaiicu 
as a reward. His avarice induced Gliayadii to 
assent, for hu was one of Antar's enemies. With a 
party of twenty horsemen, he departed for the land 
of Sbiban, wlicrc, on his arrival, he made inquiries 
about the tribe of Tcmccm; and aiWwanls he pur- 
sued his way till be came up with Antar at the head 
of his troops, defending the women and die &milie8; 
and he saw all that immense host opposing him, 
wlnlst he cried ont^ Where is he who ^unders girls 
and women ? At hearing this, all the malice and 
rancour in the heart of Ghayadh « as converted into 
love and affection, and he said to his companions, 
Cousins, we must indeed aid this liero, who exposes 
his life to death, anxious only to preserve the mo- 
desty of women untouched. To hell and disgrace 
be Amarah and bis cattle ! May he never be out of 
affiction and trouble I And he instantly attacked 
with tuB men, all ecclaiming, 0 by Abs, O 1:^ 



Adnaii I and they thrust th^ spears against th^ 
diests, and hacked th^ necks with thrar swords, 
till the tribe c£ Temeem took to Sight, pursued hj 
theAlMBDs. 

6hayai& turned Umaids Antax, and sainted lum, 
giving him a full detail of AmaraK's coodud^ and 
how he had engaged him by the promise of flocks 
and camels. Autar thanked them for what they 
had done for liim, and extolled their brave deeds. 
Thus lliev procceiled togi^ther to the loaded camels 
and the families. Tlie uomen and the men met 
them with tlie young girls, in front of whom was 
Ibia, and she was drowned in tears; but as soon as 
Antar saw her, he thus addressed her r 

" Hail, I greet thee, branch of the tamarisk! 
" Welcome to the new moon of the desert and the 
" city I 0 Ibla ! thy form during my absence was 
" ever in the core of my heart and my eye. Since 
" thou hast been absent, all my joys have been ab- 
" sent ; all my pleasures closed : and my blood-shot 
" ejres have past the mghts in sleeplessness. Never 
" has slumber minted me unce I quitted thy form. 
" .0 thou full moon of obscurity, in truth, thou face 
^* c^ 'OiB moan itself, were I to compltun of what I 
" have endured In sorrow, I should fail to describe 
" by the truth of the shrine and the stone ! what 
" I suffered in the horrors of my journey, and the 
"jealou^cs I have been subject to irom my relations. 
" How many horsemen, whom I have encountered 

in the barren vntste, have' been laid low on the 



" earth and in tlic tomlis ! Keshaab, son of Gha- 
" yath, lies prnMratc, on tlic day of horrors felicd 
" by my Indian blade. These shall ever be my 
" deeds with the foe or long as tlic sun shines, and 
" as long OS the morning- star glitters at the dawn. 
" I am the son of Sliedad, and the lion to whom 
" every one that dwells in the desert or in towns 
" bows in submission." 

After this he went up to Malik and his son. 
Ibla's father wept ; My son, s^d lie to Antar, do 
not rebuke me, do not repmach me for my be- 
haviour, the crime is all lUbia's; it was he alone 
who contrived this stratagem. But now I will not 
quit this land tlU I have married my daughter to 
thee, and have offered her to thee as thy hand- 
maiden ; then we will return home. 

Ghayadh and his comrades having also assured 
Antar that his uiicle was Mot to blame, he ordered 
Malik and liis son to be unbound; and when he 
had mounted his horse Abjer, they all dianked and 
extolled him. Soon after this, King Kais sec out 
for his own country ^th the tribe of Shiban ; and 
when they reached their native land, they pitched 
their tents and Iioisted the standards. King Kais 
slaughtered sheep, and made preparations for a 
feast, of which all his companions and iHends par- 
took ; and when they had done eating, the wine- 
glasses were presented, and the carounng lasted 
three days. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Oif tbe finuQi day, sidd An tar to MaUkj Uncl^ we 
muBt depart No, Antor, lie replied, I cajmotpos- 
fflblj more from hence on acconnt of the language 
of the Zeead family. Let it not be saidag^o, that 
Malik fled from Antar the black, and is now return- 
ing to marry his daughter to him against the consent 
of cyeiy one. Never will I return iiome if some- 
thing be not done to raise my consideration, ,and 
some one of njy friends come to conciliate me. 
Oblige me in this respect, go you home first, and 
send me one of King Zoheir's sons, that he may re- 
pair the evil done to my character. Antar heard 
him, and thought him sincere ; for he could not 
divine the wickedness of his heart. Well then, he 
said, I will send jo.i the Princes Shas and Malik ; 
but I will not slir from you until you make Bostam 
and his father King Kais testify for you, that you 
have betrothed your daughter Ibia to me ; and if 
agtun you have recourse to your vile arts, I w31 
draw my svord across your neck. 

Xbe next day Antar conducted his uncle to EHng 
Kais, and m the ■pteaBue of his children and his 
tribe, related all that had passed between biro and 
MaHk, and made dtem beat witness to what he had- 



tliea Tecommending his uncle and his family 
to Bostam and King Kais, he departotl. He took 
with bim Ghayadli and his companions, and when 
they were near home, he sent on Shiboob to announce 
Ins amTBl. The report was soon spread abroad, 
and reached the sons of Sing Zoh^, who accom- 
pamed th^ father on horseback to meet Antar, 
who dismounted, and prayed for the long life of 
King Zoheir. He went to his sons and saluted 
than and all the horsemen, to whom he related 
what had passed with his uncle among the Shiba- 
nians, and that he would not return home until 
Borne one was sent to conciliate liim, and unless his 
hoiKuir aiKl cli;!i:n;lu II i I 

asliunied uf "liiil lie 1 ! I Z I 

of course make it up II I II 

It was then settled IK 1 111 

depart with Antor for the land ot &lid)an, uud aji- 
pease liis uncle. For rour davs thev continued 
eating and drinking, and just as they were deter- 
mined on their journey, lo i a slave arrived irom 
the land of Shiban : he saluted Antar. and kissing 
his hands, My lord, said he, King Eals and his son 
salute you, and inform you that your uncle only re- 
mained there one night after your departure, and 
on the next day he quitted the country, and since 
then we liave no tidings of him. Afik not the e&cts 
of Bostain's anger ! He de^B you to fae quiet till 
he can inform you where he is. Antar on hearing 
dus shed torrents of teats; but when King Zohcar 



heard what had happened ; Cheer up your heartj 
said he, and be your brow brightened up, for your 
uncle has now no enemy but me, and I aJone iriU 
secure the completion of your wishes. 

When the people had retired to their tents, and 
" nlence rwgned among the family of Cared: How 
long will you extend your arm to what it will uer^ 
reach? stud Oorwah to Antar; the dau^ters of 
Aralna are nunierans, incline towards them, and 
rellnqtush those in whose house you were brought 
up. These words made a deep impression on Antar, 
and he recommended to Shiboob to keep a good look 
out after Oorwah. Now Oorwah had a sister called 
Selma, who was married in the tribe of Ghi(\an, to 
a man whose name was Jahjah ; and he went to 
'nsit his rister for some days. Shiboob watched 
bim, and informed his brother Antar of his move- 
ments. As soon as it was dark, Antar sallied forth 
to lie in ambush for Oorwah on tlie road side, con- 
cealing- himself in a mountain calk'd Tebtcr. But 
Oorwah. wlicn he readied tlic tribu of Ghiflan, 
wcni 10 ins sisier Solma. and toiind her quarrelling 
and wrangling with hor husband. She no sooner 
saw her broilier ilian she nepi and complained after 
the manner of women.' Brother, said she, by that 
womb m winch you and I moved, you must relieve 
me Irom the state m which I am. and take me to 
your home: do not let me die here of rage and 
pasai6idi. So the next day he put her into her how- 
dafa, and went amy with her towards the land of 
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the Abuam; but just as they leadied tbe mountain 
where Aaba yeas concealed, bdidd ! ten btxwmoi 
met tfacni, and in front of them was a knight' {^im- 
mense stature, of the dimensions of an el^hant, 
who, on seeing the ho wdah and the camel, advanced 
towards Oorwah without delay, roaring out. Who 
art thou? what is thy birth and parentage? I am 
the son of Wird, he replied, Oorwah is my name ; 
noble are my father and my grandfather ; so begone. 
The knight listened : he was much surprised at 
this language ; but with a smile, he continued, Wel- 
come, O Ebe-ool-Ebyez, for thou art my objecl, and 
my goal. Knowcst thou who I am ? Who art thou ? 
said Oorwah, thou son of a two- thousand homed 
cuckold ! I am Ghazi, answered he, the son of Kais, 
tlie son of Dibyan ; thy slave Antar slew my father, 
and I must verily put him to death; tlion too 
didst slay my brother, and didst plunder my flocks, 
and drive away my camels when I was absent from 
home; so I have wmted patiently till I mi^t have 
thee in my power, and now that I have come upon 
thee, I 'frill take away thy Ufe from between thy 
sides. As soon as be had qx&en, be rodied upon 
Oorwah, and exbiHdng his strength and sldll ; and 
as Ghazi was superior to Oorwah^ he charged: after 
a furious conflict he thi^ him on the ground, and 
bound him fast. He thrai seized the bridle c£ 
Selma's camel: she screamed, and invoked assst- 
tmcef crying out, 0 by Aba I is there no one to 
^dme? — no one to release me? Antar (ifid marked 



Oorwah, and was ready to ruali out upon him; but 
when Ghazi encountered him, he was better pleased, 
saying to himseJf. He is a lucky man who succeeds 
by the means of another. But he no sootier saw 
that Oonvah was a prisoner, and heard Sehna"s ex- 
clamations, than liis anger subsided in his heart ; 
his enmity gave wav to his nohle pride, and his 
Boul was siii'lened: su lie darteil i'ditli from the 
defile like a liou in bis wrath. IJiiugliter of my 
uncle, he cried, rejoice in your rescue from your 
eneiuie^ .for the God of heaven has requited your 
brother ; he has had compassicm on your Borrows, 
and has sent me to your deliverance. Thus saying, 
he directed bis impetuous courae towards the troop, 
and poured down upon them with the vehemence 
of a torrent; he thus exclaimed : 

*' Ye dastards, have ye captured Selma, and 
" Antar, her guardian, is he liere in ambush? Her 
" brodier, indeed, was my opponent, but now that 
" he is sick, I will be his physician. Had she not 
" cried out, O by Abs ! and had not her tears 
" flowed in sorrow, tlic rancour I harboured would 
" not have been subdued, and I should not have 
" detcndciLl the well-shaped, high-bosoiued dame. 
" But now be at ease; mark my deeds when thou 
" beholdest my antagonist inflicted with my spear. 
" Oorwah shall retui-n after tliis, and be shall an- 
" Bwer wltli suhmiiiaion to my call ; were I to 
" punish him for the famdy of Zecad, ibla would 
'* never be raiue." 
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When Ghazi heard Antar's verses, and obEerved 
his motions, he assailed him. They galloped 
about — ^they dashed aguDst each other— they strug- 
gled — they plunged into the combat — they resisted 
the thrust and the blow. But Antar &tigued Ghazi, 
and having worn him out, struck him with the butt 
^d of lufl spear'; he hurled faim over, and knocked 
him off his horse; when his companions burned to 
his relief, crying out, May God blast the tips of 
thy fingers ! what a noble knight hast thou slam I 
Antar also assailed them, and the inouutains trem- 
bled at his violence ; in loss than an hour he slew 
those who were destined to die, and the rest were 
dispersed nmnnn; tiic ivaslcH. ^clm,^ rojoiccd at her 
rescue, bhc dijsccmlcd tnini licr hoivdali, and came 
forwards to meet Antar, ^Ia\- Crod bless thee for 
a protector, she exclaimed, and in hucIi as thee 
noble dames may exult. And as she tlircw herself 
before him kissing his feet, she dms expressed her 

" May God reward thee with every good from 
*' us — may no evil of fortune afllict thee ! for thou . 
'* hast rescued us from a base tribe, and converted 
"Jears into security: they saw thee, and bade adieu 
"'to life, when thou didst inflict the blows of thy 
** dreadful sword ; thou didst return, and upon thy 
" spear were dots of their blood, and upon thy 
" barb — thou .didst fell down thdr Chief with thy 
"polifihed blade; sturdy in the £eld of battle; for 
" thou art the lion, the diampicai of the race of 
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" Aba, and tivar Chief fea and near. May ever 
" thy foe in every land groan in the angiush of the 
" strangury ! May thy sword be ever drawn agdnst 
" thy enemy in the tumultuous combat ! May thy 
" glories ever increase in sublimit, even to the agn 
" of the Lyra and the two Bears," ' 

When Antar heard these verses, ins rage was 
calmed, and turning tonftrdsOorwab, ag^nstwbom 
he was much provoked, be s^. My heart was in- 
deed wounded at your expressions, and I only came 
forth with a view of making you drink of the cup of 
death, but things hove turned out contrary ; for 
when I heard Selma's lamentations and sij;hs, this 
violation of \u2t moikstv fell lieavy on nic, so I liavc 
hberatcd licrfrom the power of these ivrctchcs. But 
I still turn towards you with an ulcered heart ; see 
then who can rescue you from me ; who will be your 
dehverance. O Aboolfawaris, cried Oorwah, your 
generous nature will rescue mc, the sweetness of 
your milk will protect me; all I beg is, that you 
will pardon me this once, and make me your friend, 
and if you ever see me act foully again by you, 
may I sot be a Intimate son 1 m^ my pedigree 
prove ialse! His mster Selma also intre^ied Antar, 
and threw herself down before bun ; ndther did 
she dedst till Antar had untied Mm : and when 
Oorwah stood up, he thus said : 

" 0 thou whose face lias anuled, mayst tbou ever 
" be the leader in eveiy enterpnsc ! for thou art 
"far above the worid in courage; the nnivene 



" may periahj but thy glory can Bsniac be extin- 
" guiBhed." 

He then adranced and embraced him, aod swore 
he would never betray him agun under any circum- 
stances whatever. After Una ibey set out^ and 
whilst they were inarching on, a WBudering Arab 

met them, roaming wildly over the plmns, and 
driving tlie wild animals before him. As soon as 
Antar marked him, he desired Shiboob to bring the 
fellow to him. Shiboob went and brought him. 
Son of my aunt, s^d Antar, what is the cause of thy 
wandering thus astray ? Jly master Bostara, he 
replied, has sent mc to you; he salutes you, and 
iiil'oniis ydU tliat lii; has news of vour unele from 
the tiibc'of Kciidoh ; and lie vvislit'/to know whetlier 
you desire him lo come to you witli n pnrty of Shi- 
banians, or whether hu shall join you in the land of 
Kendch. 

jVrab, said Antar, salute your lord, and tell him 
I am able to do myself justice, with the aid of the 
Lord of all power ; what I shall do with the tribe of 
Kendeh shall he reported to him, for I wiU en- 
connter them were they even as numerous as the 
sands of the desert ; but let not your master, out of 
his kindness and generosity, trouble himself about' 
such matters T let him not quit his own country and 
&nui^. May God Uess Mm, and his Uberol con- 
duct 1 The Aiab took Us leave, and departed 
home. But Antar felt allthefiercenegaof rage tmd 
iftdignalibn, O Abooliiiwaiis, scud Oorwab, will ybu 
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not consent thnt I become one of your servants? 
let me take my men and attend upon you. O Ortr- 
wah, said Antar, how can I place any dependance 
on you in the day of battle I I have never tried you 
on anysxxuaaat Speek not 90, said Oorwah; by 
the &ith of an Aiab, wete I able this moment to 
make my heart a shield to meet th^ spears of tby 
enemy, I would do it, A>r I can never requite theti. 
March on home, stud Antar, and tell' no one where 
I am going. Oorwah drove on Selma's howdah, 
and went home; but Antar, who regarded not his 
professions, sought the land of Kendeh, and every 
difficulty seemed easy to him, as thus he spoke:. 

" In whatever language the railers shall abuse 
" me, let them know that I watch while they sleep. 
" I rave, and I exhibit notliing novel in my love ; 
" for were they to taste of passion, they too would 
" rave. Can I ever forget my afflictions in my love 
"for Ibla? are there any means of sheltering 
" myself from it They think a moment's meeting 
" with thee too muth, and years and years have 
" been past in grief and troubles. It wduld indeed 
" trouble me, were I not to see the tr£a(d)^|j|!^P 
" ibrtuney — the aght of such is natural atfajoi^ 
" stant," 

Antar proceeded on his journey, and felt exceed- 
in^y pleased that nrather Eing Zobor nor his sons 
kaev where he'was, and could not asnst him in tbe- 
conflict; and as Sfaiboob directed him on the load 
to the tribe of Eendeh, be &^ annons to proceed ' 
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unattoicled and uimided. 0 tbou who seest, and 
art not seen, lie cried, thou Icnowest that an expe<£- 
tion when I am alone is more agreeable to me than 
horsemen and troops, be thou only my succour, 
O God of those who udore thee ! and thus continued 

" 0 bird ! alas ! it grieves me in the groves, and 
" the hand of fate points out to me my abode. 
" I stop, and love has engraved its characters with 
" the pen of my blood in the desolation of my heart, 
" I ques^on it about Ibla, and the raven answers 
" me, What have I to do with distracted Jovors ? 
" It grieves for its mate, lis passionate sorrow tor- 
" turcs me, plaintive is its nnto, but not in nrticulate 
" words. It grieves for the cxcrss of its passion, 
" and I answer it with a heart ever tlirt!l)bliig in 
" regrets ! '\Vhat,'0 raven ! if thou wcrt my com- 
" panion, we would traverse the countries ol'God in 
" our rarcuit, we would wander far away ; perhaps 
" we might see a messenger from the tribe of Abs, 
" through whatever land or country we might pass. 
" In the shades of the night the dove calls out 
" mournfully, complaining of the vidsntudes of 
" fortune. If thou wert as melancholy as I am, 
" I cried, thou wouldst weep for me in ever- 
" streaming tears. 0 Ibla, would thy phantom 
" vmt me, I would be satisfied, and though thou 
" art absent from my eyes, 0 daughter of MaHk, 
thj form ever dwells in my heart. To-morrow 
" the foe shall lie rouod thy tents, gnawing thdr. 
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" fingers in diEinay. Thtnk not annies shall repulse 
" me vhea I cha^ through thutr DBdve lands on 
" my steed. Let Death come in whatever form he 
" {leases, let bim hehold my sirord blows and my 
" spear thrusts." 

Antar pursued his course till he re^hed the 
waters of the tribe of Nagil ; there he turned off, 
and wished to alight, when lo ! a cloud of dust arose 
ht^hind him ; he waited to see it, and when if cleared 
there appeared an hundred horsemen in armour of 
steel, and their chief was a noble of the tribe of Abs 
and Aduai), Oorwab, son of Wird, who was coming 
after Antar to afibrd hini his assistance. For when 
he separated from liim, he conducted his sister to 
the tribe of Abs, and having assembled his people, 
in whom he trusted in ditltculties. Know, said he, 
that Antar was the most odious of men to mc, hut 
now he is dearer than my life. Tlicn lie related all 
that had passed; how he preser\-ed his sister's ho- 
nour, and had rescued him from death. I am now 
resolved to accompany him, and follow him where- 
ever he goes, for he is a forbmate man ; we shall be 
among his abettors, and thus become the prop of 
tfae tribe, and this irill be a great additional honour 
to us. This is my only reason for having quitted 
him, for he is going against the tribe of Eehdeh, 
and is detemuned on attactung them alone. With 
one who is endued with such fortitude and intre- 
|ndity, we cannot but hold a glorious course, for he 
will plunge into the fire of little, and divide with 
VOL. II. n 
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us Uie spml and plundt?. Oorvah continued ex- 
toUing (he exceUendes of Antar's cliaracter to his 
conuades' till they agreed to act as he detired, and 
they all swore c^edieDce to Antar; so diey imme- 
diately prepared for the expedition, and on the next 
day ^ey set out, .Oorwah at thdr head, thus re- 
dting: 

" I go to the noble hero to aid him with my 
" voice, my deeJs, and my arm. I will aid him till 
" he rescue Ibia, and cut down the foe with the In- 
" dian blade. Conic on then, my cousins, let us 
" follow him, for he was indeed my succour in the 
" evil day ; he liberated mc when I was in captivity 
" and disgraced ; and he released my person when 
" I was in chains. He protected my family — he 
" was die intrepid lion — he destroyed my foe, and 
" I succeeded in my project — and by this act I am 
" become, ssitvorct, his ilave. How can one deny 
" a man ndw has acted tbusP By God, with no 
" man on earth trill I assodate but hun ; to please 
" him shall be my object till I am dead and itoi- 
" tared." 

They, ptn^ued thm journey till they all met, 
as we stated, and as th^ neared each odier, O 
Ebenlehyez, stud Antar, my acts towards thee did 
not merit such a. return as this. Aboolfawaris, ex- 
claimed Oorwah, we will not die but for thee. And 
they proceeded and traversed the roads tUl diey 
readied tlie tribe of Ghaylon, when Antar stud to 
Oorwah, Do you tuid your men alight hsxe, vhWat 



I nnd my brotlicr Shibnnb ronm nmnng those sand 
hilla nnd rocks. Aiitnr took Sliilxmli, nnd leaving 
Oorwah and his people there, the two brothers 
wandered about till they at Inst reached a valley 
abounding in trees and murmuring streams; and 
as they came near to the water, they licai-d groans 
issuing from a sorrowful heart, and some one ex- 
claiming, May God curse thee, 0 Malik, how infinite 
have been thy frauds and artifices ! The moment 
that Antar heard these words he dismounted, and 
stood listening, when lo! in a voice stronger than 
at first, came these verses: 

" 0 mother, relieve my woes with water from the 
" misery of thirst ! Weep for me, all that behold 
" me, a wretched lover; my woes have destroj-cd 
" me, and grief has worn out my frame. Tears 
" were my relief, but now they are become blood, 
" I sec no one that feels conijiassion for me, or that 
" can dissipate my son'ows. Sinj; to me, dove of 
" the waste, nnd favour a victim of love ! Watch as 
" thou wort wont in nights of old. Here are we in 
" tlie valley of liimn, all night mourning in absence, 
" sufForing for fidelity to vows that I over preserved. 
" If my darhng Ibia asks thee after me, say I am 
" no more ; tliat every day was passed in passion 
" in this grove. O Ibla ! had the enervating senti- 
" ment of love left any power In my IxJy, I would 
" not thus be grieving in a foreign land, a miserable 
" unhappy lover. But all that is passed is by the 
" win of God." 
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How, son of my mother, exclaimed Antar, dcx 
these ivtods find me awake or dreaming P Or among 
the Arabs is there another Ibia and Malik, her 
lather? or has destiny sent me hither to rescue her 
{torn perils? They advanced, and came to a pool 
- of water, where they found ou its banks a black 
woman exi»eding]y ugly, and before htx was a 
youth, hard-feattu^, strong-limbed, and much like 
her, sometimes clodng his eyes, and sometimes 
opening them ; and the woman was grieving over 
him. Woman ! said Antar, as he stood over her 
head, who art thou ? and who is this youth that is 
lying before tliee, and what has thus distressed him ? 
Arab, slie replied, lliis is not his natural condition, 
for he is a gallant liorsenian ; but the decrees from 
tlie great God liave come upoii him, and a cruel 
uncle has harassed him. And wliat is this youth's 
name? asked Antar. My lord, she replied, his 
name b Antar, son of Shedod, and his mother is 
Zebceba. Our story is curious : his father captured 
mc among the hordes, and I bore him ^lis son, who 
grew up, and God endowed him with force and 
^xength. He mounted the h(H«e8, made much 
plunder, and enriched lus father and uncles. One 
of his uncles had a daughter, mth whom he was 
brou^t up— he loved her. At last his father ac- 
knowledged him as his son, and he continually 
besought her father to marry her to lum, which he 
promised, butdecratfullyand treacherously, because 
his fiienda and companions abused him. Hehadalso 
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an enemy called Hcbisi ; his undo was ever ill-treat> 
ing him, and at Inst lie ran away witli his daughter 
from place -to place till he came hither, where a 
celebrated warrior iiiid reiii)wiied liero eneountorcd 
him, called Mozaliiiii, soc of Jcyash, tliu lord of this 
valley. When lie took up iiii iilrade here, he slew 
lier father, and lusted alter lipr. My son in the 
mean time remainetl wundifriug over the deserts on 
her ax»»unt, and came to tliis valley, I also follow- 
injT him, always crying out to him, till he reached- 
this spot, and threw himself down in this atate as 
you see ; and it is now three days that we have 
been in this condition. 

Whilst the woman wos speaking, AnUr tnedU 
tated, and was quite amazed. Woman I stud he^ 
has he a brother called Sfaiboob ? No, she replied, 
by the truth of the unseen Knower of all things t 
She is hke our mother Zebeeba, eaad he to Sbiboob ; 
and verily, I am quite alarmed at this calamity. 
Well, he continued, and does he who has taken 
Ibia prisoner — Ibla, the daughter of this youth's 
uncle, reside in this valley? Yes, she replied, and 
we are in the greatest danger, for were ho to know 
of our situation, our fates would be at band. 

whom (ire could lutt touch. He was a sliedder of 
blood, a violaler of wouieii, and morning and even- 
ing he practised his iniquities. His sole desire and 
object was caLde, that he might plunder — crimes 
that he might perpetrate — dt^Mudierics that he 
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might commit, and a goblet of wine that he might 
drink. He listened not to tbe vmce'of thenuler, 
and he never yeaa to be -deterred from his villanoiis 
pToceecUngs. It was he who having driven away 
the inhabitants of this valley, caught some young 
lions, and brought them up till they became huge 
onimals ; he tamed them, and whenever he rode out, 
they roamed round bim ; and when be stmd in lus 
den they guarded him also. On this account the 
Arabs called him the Father of Lion-cubs — Abool- 
eshbal: and when that damsel fell into his lianda, 
lie dragged her into this valley, and demanded of 
her what man desires of woman. But she would 
tiot listen to him, but answered hini with abuse ; be 
smil(xl at all she said, and gave himself up entirely 
to her, and sought by every moans lo attach her to 
him. 

Now when Antar rame, his alrode could not he 
(Uacovered on account oi the quantity of bushes. 
Itut Alijer smelt out the himL'sscs, and started 
biick. Antar doublwl liis Icijs to dismount, and 
proceeded on foot, lie drew forth Dhami, and 
rushed in, saying to bhiboob. Hold Abjer wlulst I 
setde diis affair. He soon beheld a spacious dwell- 
ing, and a tent pitched; a horse ready bridled, a 
Jong spear, and a sword suspended. Abooleshbal 
was BCtttedin&ont of his habitation, and before bim 
was a wild ass ; and he was cooking over a i!rc ; and 
by his »de was a goblet of wine as Ing as the belly 
ofa camel ten months gone with young. The dam- 
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Eel was in tears ; How long will you thus persist P 
cHcd she ; never will I betray my cou^n Autar, no, 
not even were you to cast me into this fire. Abool- 
eshbal, enraged, was alwut to kill Iter, when she 
cried out. Where are thine eycB, O Anlar, that thou 
nugfatest lee me thus cruelly, inlkmously used? 

Antar really imaged it was his cou»n Ibla : he 
almost «t^red ; -he gave a boiri that made the 
mountains rock, and the lions roared. Antnr at- 
tacked them with his irresistible scinutar, and his 
brother Shiboob followed him with his arrows. God 
has hastened vengeance and deatli on you, cried tlic 
damsel. He sought his lions, and found seven of 
them dead ; for Sliiboob had killed two with hiB 
arrows, and Antar five with his sword. Amongst 
them all tliere was one brute with a long red mant', 
witli immense talons. It lookeii at its master, and 
sprang ujwii Antar liko llie descent of Fate and 
Destiny. Bill Ant;ir mut the beust witli his Bluimi. 
The bloM-c^iino down jiisL ivlwct-ii tin; vycs, and 
the sword y-sMd thiiiiiiig lutMtva ihc Uiigha. 

Wlien Abooleahba! siiw ilie effi^cU of that stroke, 
he was aghast ; he shouted out to two lions, and let 
tliem loose into the desert. And as he advanced to- 
wards Antar, You know me not, he cried ; and they 
rushed at once at each other, well matched in the 
contest 

Abodcshbal soon said toAntar,W}lt thou wrestle P 
Willingly, stud Antar. So diey threw a^dc ihdr 
sWords, and returned to tlic conflicL He was greatly 
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r^inced, but as Antai was afraid of protracting the 
conteet, he dashed at faim with a vast roar. The 
TOOuntiuQS echoed back the terrifying sound, and 
the lions quaked with fear: be grappled with him, 
he graced him between the tlugfas with his right 
bond, and ruung him up above hia shoulder, till 
the black of his ann-pit appeared, 0 by Abs ! he 
cried, I will not be resisted. I am the lover of Ibla ; 
I will not be controlled ; and dashed liim on the 
ground, and sniashed his length into his breadth ; he 
ag^ took to his sword ; he cut liiin thrimgh liis ju- 
gular vein, and severed his head from his shoulders. 
May your arm be never palsied, exclaimed the girl, 
or your « iii; made captive ; and may never any one 
barm you ! and tlius slie eulogised him: 

" God prosper thee for a noble youth of the thrust 
" in the day of battle, and the strugf^le of equals. 
" 0 knight of knights ! O lion of war ! O asylum of 
" the Adnanian horsemen ! O cleaver of heads ! O 
" crown of ^ory ! Thau hast converted ray fears 
" into security ! May the pillar of thy sword make 
*' thee a horseman to subdue the kings of Cahtan I 
" O thou defender of the age, my limbs and my 
" tongue wiU sing tliy praises. O thou, who 
" hohourest the age with thy existence, and raisest 
" men to high distinction by thy deeds, mayest thou 
" be secure, and live undertheehadowof hap^nness 
" as long as the lightning flashes over Hedjaz 

Antar thanked her for her compliments, and re- 
joiced at this virtuous act. He ordered Sbiboob to 
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collect all tlie cattle in the valley, iind the silk stiifp'!. 
He tlieii went fbrtli, anil lliere Ibniid tile Iwy, anil 
tlie woman, who was soutliing him with her con- 
vereation. Aa sogn as she saw Ibla and Aatar, her 
lioait was near buntings She iDstanfly jumped up, 
and kissed Antat'f hands taid feet ; on which he 
dismounted, &nd seating himself by the head o£the 
youth, he said to ibis counn,- .Conii^ and speak to 
him ; for it is only the diaorder ofslpvers ; nothing 
can di^iditbut the beloved object; thatjfl, the only 
phyndan. The damsel approached,, opdi^Iie to 
him; whilst Antar gently offered him some feod. 
The youth recovered, and returning to himself, he 
exclaimed — 

" Alas ! for ray heart that passion has melted, 
" by glances cast at me from the edge of a sword, 
*' If I say he is a scimitar— he is a drawn scimitar. 
" If I say he is a bow — here are the arrows. Thou 
" hast brought me to life again, 0 knight of the 
" land, through whom the hand of fortune has ad- 
" ministered peace to me. Openly will 1 thank 
" tliee as, long as I am able: O thou, my generous 
" benefactor !" 

Antar, on hearing this commendation, thanked 
him ; but the youtii, now that he felt restored to 
hfe, turned towards Antar, sayidg, My lord, I 
anxiously hope you will be so obliging as to take 
me with you as one of your assostanta, for I cannot 
s^arate myself from you. Take some nourish- 
ment, replied Antar, and.goto your cousn, so that 



your (listrcBSos may be remored, and the flame of 
your licart be cooled ; as long as you live I will 
jirotcct you, but be not called by that name, or you 
will meet your dcatli, for I have numerous enemies 
among the Arab tribes. Then making him a pre- 
sent of a string of camels that belonged to Aboolesh- 
bal, he bade bim farewell, and quitted him, and 
lie continued his course, rapt in meditation. Dut 
tbey had not proceeded, when, lo ! a dust arose, 
and twenty stout horsemen appeared' beneath it ; 
with tbem was considerable plunder, and they were 
on their way home. As soon aa tbey saw Antar, 
they turned towards liim. Dismount, said one of 
the horsemen from your horse, and surrender. Ac- 
cursed be your fatlier, exclaimed AjJtar, go your 
way, and keep what you have already gained. On 
hearing this, they laughed at him. I will soon 
convert your smiles into tears, he added, and ho 
instantly attacked the first, and smote him, and 
severed bis head from his shoulders. As soon as 
Ills companions saw this blow. May God blast your 
right hand! cried they, how vigorous arc your 
blows ! Who arc you, noble knight ? I am Antar, 
son of Sliodad, he replied. When they recognised 
liim, they fled into the wastes, fearing the power of 
his sword, Antar drove on the camels, and as be 
drove them, thiia he recited : 

" Long has my anxiety and my passion endured ; 
" nought but Uiec do I wish for, and without tbee 
" I am not comforted. I am going towards thee, 
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" that I may !iavc one kwit wiili wliidi my licart 
" may revive from sorrow and iiir^uictiKlf. 1 Imve 
*' aecn Abooleshba! in the tuimilts among lions; hi; 
" a lion, rwl-halreil and tough of heart; I charged 
" among them, and I soim felled them to the ground 
" in my vigour, niy resolution, and my impetuoaty. 
" Abooleshbal too turned upon me, but I cut him 
" down instantly, hand over head. Armies opposed; 
" eager to atrip mc — all patient heroes, hardened 
" iii light. But I implore relief from my Creator 
" in thy embraces; O thou the hope of my heart 
" among the world !" 

When Antar had finished, Shiboob ii^;ed on the 
spcnl and plunder, and they traversed the wastes 
and wilds till they rejoined Ocmrah and his com- 
rades, who conBTatiilated him oo his safety, and to 
their mquines. he informed them about Alrooleshbal 
and the damsel Ib!a. and her cousin Antar. Oor- 
wah was amazed at his liberal conduct, and was in 
the greatest consternalion. Antar divided the swil 



,cd with tlie cala- 



by 

d 



senses of every youthful hero I iLv^y day I 
engaged m endless contests, that would cniEdi 
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" the bonps of lions in the hour i>f coricupsion, trials, 
" niet'tings, absences, -.md uvtiy iiitolLTuhle goading 

oppression. O Ibla .' how many terrible tumults 
" -hare I endured for thee among die Arabs and 
"FeraanBl Hownumylioa-hearted, pnncelyhorse- 
" mea have I aUaa whh the spear and sword, 
" intre|Hd heroes in the day of terrors,' andauDted 
" warriors in quest of pre; 1" 

This was Uieir utuadon ; but Abilik, IbWs &ther, 
when be fled from die land of Bostam, sonof Eids, 
went and demanded j^otectioo from the Arab tribe& 
He wandered far over the destata, and whatevet 
tribe he halted at, when thej knew who he was, ex- 
pelled liim, for they were alarmed at the sword of 
Antar. Thus he continued, till he came to the 
tribe of Kendeb, and this wasan exceedingly power- 
ful clan. He introduced hunself to the King 
Amroo, talung his son with htm ; they kissed his 
hands, requesting his protection : he took com- 
passion on them, and luiisfcJ thuin tor three days. 
On the fourth day he sent ioi- ihmn. and asked them 
who they were, and iihy tliey had halted in his 
land. 0 King I they repUed, we are of the noble 
tribe of Abs. The King, on licaring this, said, 
O MaUk, could not your cousins ]irotect you ? 
They are the strongest of the Arab inbes, and their 
power the most universal. U[>Ou lliis he ucquiunted 
him with the slory of his nephew Atilar, and what 
had passed between him and his dau^ter. As 
Amroo listened, he felt assured tliat Malik was a 
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man of great dtgmty and liberality, but he did not 
!mow ^at he bod plotted the destructioii of his 
countiy, and its entire annihilation. King Amroo 
jntched a tent for him by his own dwelling, and as- 
ngned him servants and handmaidens ; and as he 
Btaid with him a long time, he frequently, with his 
son, rode out to pay their coiiiplimetits to the King; 
but one day tliey perceived ull the family in con- 
fusion, and the horsemen all mounted. On asking 
the reason, they told him that the son gf the King's 
sister, famed in war, was on his way, and that all 
the people liud come forth to meet him. Malik 
iheri^iore accompanied the horsemen, and wasamaza! 
at the immense concourse of Arabs. Soon appeared 
Mas-jul, son of Tatak, and before lum marclied 
seven hundred horsemen in coloured dre.sses, and 
with gold maces. He was a lerrihc ob|ect, but 
quite a voutli like a brjiliant moon, broad-shoul- 
dered and strong-Umbed ; and as he approached, 
all the horsemen crowded round him,j ea^ to kiss 
Mb hand. When Malik saw this, he also fdbwed 
the Arab custoni, and went up to Mas-hil, and 
saluting him, expressed his aficction for him. O 
Sheikh ! said Mus-iiil, truly this country is ho- 
noured in your presence, and he continued praising 
him till Malik again kissed his hand. And when the 
multitude had retired, and the glasses were circlmg 
freely round, and the girls and boys were dancing, 
stud King Amroo to Mas-hil, What is it that has 
brought you luther at this moment? I am come. 
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eoA Mas-hil, to demand the daugfot^ of tliis Ab- 
aaa in marriage. She has been often mcDtioned to 
me, so I have presented myeelf here, and 1 wish 
you would amst me. Truly this damsel is wel!- 
iavoured, said he, much Burprised, and the hand of 
God has contributed to her charms; moreover, I 
say nothing to you but what is perfectly true. I 
am anxious, said Mas-hil, to see her before the con- 
tract, if your wife will but aid me ; when tlie women 
come to congratulate her on my arrival, Ibla and 
her mother will be of the party. I will put on tlie 
garments of your daughter Najia, and will seat 
myself by the ade of her motlier. When this con- 
vcr^tiou was over, he went to his aunt, and told 
her all his story, and in the morning she dreseed 
him in her dauglitcr''s clothes, and placed him by 
her side, and invited the women in. They all come, 
and Ibla and her mother too. But Mas-hil was in 
ecstasies ; he was quite enraptured, and his pride 
and glory were humbled; he waa in torture till the 
vomea d^iarted, when he stripped off the clothes, 
and felt like a drunken man ; he put on hia own 
gormcntB, and could not account for this rerdutlon 
in hoB feelingH. In haste ^e repi^^ to hia unde, 
and in the greatest a|^tation. All present stood up. 
Mas-hil went towards his uncle, and related all Uiat 
had passed. King Amroo turned towards Malik ; 
Know, 0 Arab, said lie, that the son of my ^stcr 
entcrtiuns the strongest friendship for you ; he was 
talking to me hut night about it, and he gsoA, O 
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uncle, I much wish this Shdkh and h'ls son wonld 
go home with me, that I may load than vith kind- 
nesses. Now truly he is a horseman of the uni> 
verse, his sword has conquered all from Yemen to 
Irak ; his commands are strictly obeyed : 1 told him 
your adventures, and the circumstance of the slave 
who was educated in your tent. Uncle, said ho to 
me, were lie not .1 man ni noble pride and dignitv, 
he would not have emijrratod into a foreign land. 
In midition. he told me lie was come to demand 
your daughter 111 mnri iiia;e, and would give her all 
he jn)ssessL'd, ami tins is what has passed. When 
Iblas lather heard tins, his joy was great ; 0 Kin{j, 
sbIu lie, tlie LioU ot Heaven Knows my intentions, 
and has now realised all my expectations. Do as 
you please, and make me one of your slaves ; here 
is my hand as a proof of my nncerity, and in con- 
firmation of whiU: I say. -He made the contract 
with Ma&4iil, son of Tarak; feasts were prepared, 
and the good tidings promulgated, and the slave 
ffrla all shouted^in delight About evening, Ibk's 
father returned home, Mas-hil having invested 
him with a splendid robe, and made him presents, 
and given him some richly-caparisoned steeds, and 
instantly told Ibia all that had jrassed ; but when she 
heard this news, she beat herself violently, and 
screamed aloud, weeping and sighing jntcoiisly. As 
to Mas-hil, he set out that very night on his journey 
home, that he might despatch the marriage donation 
and(U>wry, which counted of a ihousand she- camels 
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laden vith llie rarities of Yemen, and a thousand 
dinars, and three thousand sheep, and fifty swift 
steeds, with their armour and rending spears ; and 
robes of satin, and ten strings of jewels, and twenty 
balls of Bcented music. Early it) tlie morning he 
sent it ail aivay with his attendants, and fixed on a 
certain day for tlie wudding. In a few days the 
marriage jirt'sonts a]ri\(^il in the land of Eendch ; 
all the muliilude wtTC amazed at that quantity of 
wealth, saying, No damsel has ever seen the like 
that this Abbiitn lias beheld, but she deserves it and 
as much more. Tliey conliniicd. nialdiig the prepara- 
tions till there only remained three days vf the 
appointed time, and during tliat period arrived 
Antar. Happening to rfach the land by night, he 
dispersed Oorwidi's people among the mountiuns, 
saying, 0 Ebeulebyez, I am anxious to know what 
is going on ivitli Ibla in thb country, ibr certmnly 
they will provide her a new husband. I want much 
to go among the dwellings, and I will soon return 
widi intelBgence. What would you be eboutP 
cried Shiboob. You, just like a huge bull ! I am 
the only person for such a pfoject. I fear, said 
.Antor, that my uuele may recognise you. I will 
not let him discover me, said Shiboob, ivltc I even 
to stand close to him. And he M'ent to his travelhng 
bog and took out some women's clothes, which he 
put on, and having veiled himself, he slung over hia 
shoulders a water bag. Antor and Oorwah were 
afitottiBhed at bis conl^aoce. You are indeed like 
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one of Shedad's slave gnh, fau! he, iim! resemble 
the youiin; Banali. Tlicse are her clotlies, said he ; 
slie is itiy mistress, and I am lior lover. And ht set 
out i'or the tent" of the tribe of KeTuU'li. and re. 
paired to the dwellings ot Kmg Amron, moving and 
swaggering his shoulders hke a woman. He per- 
ceived the tents destitute of boFsraieii, for the; 
verc gone out to the fitauir ati^tfae &mihes vere 
occu|ned in festivitiCH. The umuU^tiEd gu^ls were 
plajing about and beating thti'^iiliEllB'^nd muFocal 
instruments, and the slaves veie l^i^&j^Eihing tbeir 
Bwords'and shields, and their colmt^nabe^ i^ipei^ed 
glistening with joy. " ■ ~y 

When Shiboob sav Una, he advants^ towards 
them, and mixmg with them, looked towards a tent, 
on the outi-ide of which wfls a brilliant illumination 
of lamps and candles. Being convinced that this 
must be the nuptial pavilion, he made a great noise, 
and began to play, and mingled with the women 
and slave girls, and danced till he attracted the at- 
tention of all present ; and they all crowded round 
him, stiiring at him whilst he sang, for he knew his 
voice would reach Ibia : 

" Fawn of the huntsman, thy captor is come ; say 
" not he is not come ; lo ! here be is^ — certain are 
" all thy hiipos. Rejoice in tlie nit] of the sword of 
" thy hero. Understand the tale ! tell thee : how 
" long wilt thou delay P Joy is now descending on 
"thy home, and will ever endure summer and 
" winter." 

vol. II. . B 



Now Ibla at that moment Ustemil^ to tlie 
mufflc from the tent She signified her wish to sing 
asdplayTvithliu; other damselsjaiid thu& addceBsed 
Sluboob: 

" O wBuderer oC the desert, dancer of tl)e tenb-— 
*' the lion is the tuible taamal that, afibidft cefiige 
"after excess ofp«n — thisisind^edaperipdof njj 
" jQ^ in thee. AH my sprr&ifB. and Im^ 
" vanished. My joy depends on thee, O Chief! 
" Appnmcli, for 1 am here as one dead !" 

When Shiboob heard these words, he pretended 
being timJ, and sat down near the tent. Just at 
that time Ilila also appeared and looked at him, and 
as he was dressed in ivomaii's clothes, This damsel 
cannot 1>c a Kendcyan maid, slie said ; she must be 
a damsel of Siieilad's. Then ivciil j)it-.i-pat fthibooV^ 
heart ; but he turned towards Iilt ; and calmed hei; 
mind, and uncovered his face. She recognised him, 
O Shiboob ! said she, where is my cousin Aiitar.^ 
Here he is, replied Shiboob, hard by, and uitli him 
his friend Onrw.ih, and a hundred borsciTicn. Wc 
arrived here hist night, and I am come to procure 
intelligence of you : I shall return and inform \iwi, 
Shiboob) said she, there ore still three d^ys.for the 
marriage with Afos-hil, sqn of Tantk ; but let that 
rather be the means of separ^tic^i. Beturfi.iiifme* 
^tely and , tejl him. my. situation ; t{ut let h^m. not 
think of assaulting the. tnhe, h^.mu^t lie. ip.i^ut 
fbr me till I.eet out ; th^ 1^ hi^ij.niB}}^ ibrth, apd 
■lay all ^t are with me. Do you soze t ^.^y j^d ^ft 



All, all, mUM taste df'd^tUh ; tnil Antariid^tospkre 
eVen liiy -fatfier^ 

■ SHiboob having hoard tliii, rL'tiinicd to Aiitai*, 
and' i^lated to liiin all that Ihla had told him. 
AltttUfWaS in agony for three days; his disquietudes 
add ftn^ish were uncoasing. 

Now Malik, itta's father, from the moment he 
had' betrothed his daughter to Maa-liil, never saw 
hei* but ovenrfiehned in teatB and sorrow ; yet he 
rievef rebuked her. But'-^^iett she learnt this ac- 
count of her coudn, her dieire^ ^mihed, and she 
l>eg&ti' to eM and 'drink, and dothe herself in the 
ri^tobea'wMdiMttsJiilbaaBetit'h&.- Heriathei' 
dbfietved tlua, and itiade a tknisabd' useless conjee- 
tines about it. A{ last, he' nietjli<nii<d the subject 
ti» Ms son, Baying, My 900, Ibk app^us bappy aiiil 
{leased ; and her sortow is tiimed'into'jOy. I am 
persuaded she has intelHg^ce of Antat'; and I ifeai' 
he wilt encounter us oft the road, and'snai: our Gjf-^ 
tunes : this Antar is my horror. So he degpotehedf 
a letter to Mas-hil — 

" Know, mighty King, that I have been harassed 
sfeveral times by my nephew, and I fear he will 
meet us on the road ; and his attack is replete with 
death. It would be better that you should come' 
and receive j our bride, and return home with her." 

When Malik's letter reached Mas-hil, he' smiled 
in astoni^metA. I'wiD go for her, s^' he; icxf- 
taxaia if'tbis blai^^ shcM^conte iittai the '(iodnbf, 
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that I may Rlay him, and darken his existence and. 
Malik enjoy all that can ffve him pl^ure. So lie 
gave directions instantly to his horsemeD and bis 
troops to make preparations for ajoumey, , lie him- 
self mounted with B hundred black horsemen, hanh- 
featured fellows; and they pursued thdr.cotn^ 
eagerly and rapidly till they reai^ed the tribe of 
EendelL Miujiil went to bis.tincl^s, and tdd bim 
oFMslik^s letter. Wbat's all this? said Amroo to 
Malik. Who is this Antar, that he should venture 
into this country and annoy this Knight, who is the 
destroyer of horsemen ? 

Malik returned homo, and ordered the slaves and 
handmaidens to make tlie camels kneel down, and 
fasten on the baggage. Ibla was elegantly dressod; 
he raised her into the howdah. The Kcndehan 
women came out with her, and before them went 
the richly-harncssed horses, and the slaves, bran- 
dishing thoir swords; all headed by Mas-liil, son 
of Tarak, and Malik, Ibla's lather. The people 
rejoiced at this event, and Ibla preteiitled to be 
overjoyed ; whilst every moment she lifted up the 
curtain of the howdah, and looked about to the right 
and left. Ibla, sud her motha:, who was by her 
ade, I could, bave been persuaded on such a 
day as this you would be drowned id tears ; hut I 
see you all briOiaiit with joy : what is tbe meamng 
6f diis? My motha*, I . was in a distant land, and 
despaired -of ever -retaming home, smd Ibla; but 
now I bare beheld this beautiful Knight, all my wita 
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are ca[)tivatcd by liis loveliness aad grucc, and hy 
die life of my father's head, this Knight is dearer to 
me'tJian any human being; and had 1 the power 
avex Antar, I would gnaw his flesh, and drink his 
blood, fin: I am indeed vexed at what I have suf- 
f^3;ed> and' at hai^g irritated my family. And her 
moUm w(i3,wdl pleased at the change. 
' Thus they condnned till th^reachal die defiles 
where Antar was concealed. SHiboob was reccm- 
ncdtring on some of the sand-hills like a cunning 
fox ; and he cried out to liis brother, O tliou biack- 
bom, the howdahs and camels arc approaching. The 
instant Antar heard this, he sprang on Abjer^s bock, 
and girded on his irresistible Shomi, and his long 
spear. Oorwah and his people did the same. Antar 
wished to explain to Oorwah his plan for the battle. 
0 F,Iic-ool Ehyc^, said he, this is Ibla that is coming, 
and the trpepa proleet her. Mas-hil her lover is 
behind. Wliich do you prefer? Will you meet the 
enemy with your men ? and shall I take the bridle 
of Ibla's camel ? Or, will you conduct her camel, 
and guard her whilst I drive away the troops F O 
Aboolfawaris, said Oorwah, let me protect Ibla, 
and do yon, drive away the enemy Setaa us. Antar 
siniled, and said Yes; and I am the man to drink 
of tli^ cups, I am their slayer, and th^ destroyer. 
When thus I rush out against the party, doyonand 
yoiir comrades jirotect Ibla, and awaynith her to the 
valley. Let none of your men attack theoi till they 
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nee fke horE^mea dqte^ 91^ frndAffits^a^^TD^; 
let thmi make the aqssji^ta a^d ^ ^ ' 
ib^ be is^^ued fixmi the mouth of the va^ 
ley like a gust pf wind, till coming up to the bow- 
dah of Ibia, he shouted at ilie slaves, &ud fell into 
the nudet of them, plundering their souls; bis uncle 
was stupefied with fear and terror. The slaves 
shrunk from the carnage, whilst he sung from his 
saddle, and thus recited : 

" This day shalt thou sec a day wlien the hattle 
" will hlaze, and lives shall be cut off by the sword ; 
*' a day that shall frighten all that witness it. In it 
" sh^i be blood, and the sharp-edged swords shall 
" clash. Brave men sliall drink of the cup of fat^, 
55 and heroes he hurled from tlieir saddles. Away 
" with laught^ apd jest, and mirth. They shall 
" be m battle, and in the turbulent conflict. Here. 
^' sbalt thpu Bee jne in the fidd of war, hewing off 
" h^ds with the sword, whose edge is pun. I wiU 
" ^bandop waxnoife on the pliuti of contest, laid low 
" and Btr^tdied ouf ghastly willi anguish. Heroe^, 
^ shall be struck down ; armour deft in twdn, and 
" cofifuuoa rdgn in the dust of the conflict." 

As soon Antar had finished these verses, he 
shouted to his uncle, Son of an adulteress, whither- 
soever thou goesi, behind thee comes erasing fate, 
and tl^e turbulent lion. Mahk was stupefied ; he 
Speedily Retired towards Mas-hilj to inform him of 
di^s, atw((ei^^, w^lst Anlar took th? bridle of Ibla> 
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dlffl^ andnidt Hi»mitiotfie^bdofed df toy hearth 
.^idartd>ouA]iv^ and ui health f OABoolfitwam^ 
f^ti^d she. O oraatneht of every circle ! lord of 
the bold heart and intrepid soul ! hero of the tall 
spear ! Thus he addressed lier : 

" O Ibia ! daughter of Malik, son of Carad, 
" love of thee has sunk into my heart. Soon will 
" I meet them with the tearing thrust of the spear, 
" till my heart is appeased. I will smite their heads 
" with the polished scimitar — I will bew olF their 
" skulls, and cut their throats — I will ravage their 
" cultivations and lands, and will glut the wild 
" beasts with their carcases. I am Antar, noble 
" and zealous. He who is nobly barn t yes; he 
" that is strong in battle, shall be called on the day' 
" of carnage a Shedadeari !" ' ■ 

Foul wretch > eiclahned her moQier, didst thoii 
not ine thy couan was noUung to thte, but 
truly I suspected fliee nt'hen I saw thee iurning 
Aaat to tilie li^t and left; Now the slaves all fled 
tcmardi Mas-fail, and told him of the sad event. 
His eyeballs turned fiery-i:ed; then galloping to- 
vards lu« troopv: X am tiie kmght of Yemen, and 
Iralt, he roared. He fttipped not till he came up 
*ith Antar at the opeiung of the valley, and thus' 
tauhted him : 

" Has a tender of cainels taken my bride cap- 
" tSve ? And has he wounded me with the arrow of 

sepata^oD ? Has be mx6d the fawn that enslaved 

My IMxt wiA th« toitgic of her e^^Mes and' 
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" piilril of her eyes? Hopeless were his attempts, 
" were he even to bear her away on the steeds of 
" Ootak. I will make lier slave drink of the cup 
" of death with a spear ! and I will annihilate 
" the Absian Chiefs with finely-edged aworils. I 
" will leave their lands whelmed in affliction. \\"o- 
*' men shall ever remember the catastrophe ! I am 
*' a lion, whose name is known from llic land of 
" Room even to Irak." 

Whilst Mas-hil spoke, Anlar listened; and in- 
stantly he replied : 

" O Mas-hil, instead of embraces and kisses, be- 
" hold the thrusts with the well-shapen spear, and 
" lutal blows from the hand of the nobly-descended 
« lion, hig^ raised above Us fellows. Instead of 
" Ibia are the cleaving atrdces, of stunutars and 
*f thrusts of spears, tearing out the eyeballs. I am 

the well-known warrior, whose fame is spread 
" over every re^on. Behold ! how horsemen smite 
" the breasts of their antagonists, but my thrust is 
" through the throat and the cje-ball ! Cowards 
" pride themselves on the extent of their wealth, 
" but ray pride is in the steeds of Otaki See ! 
" death is on my javelin's point — See I at one 
" thrust life is extinct— See ! how glory belongs to 
" me alone, and after me, no higher honour can 
*' wwt the most ambitious — Sec ! how I have sur- 
" passed every warrior, and truly my attack has 
" checked every foe. Now lelL the Kendeyans what 
" thou hast seen, for the hour of thy deiUh and thy 



" wane is come ! Recommend to them all thy 
" wishes, for if once thou meetest me, thou ndlt 
" never return !" 

No sooner had he concluded, than he rushed 
upon Mas-hiL They thrust with fliar spears— 
th^ smote with \hw swords, and the Inrd of fate 
was flying over them. The dust, arose in black' 
douds, and Mas-hil petmved in Antar what con- 
founded his senses ; but he concealed his anguish, 
braved "every thing with patience and perseverance. 
Agun the thick dust roiled up, ivben, lo ! a troop 
overtook Antar from the sides of the plain : he 
rushed upon his antagonist Uke a lion, and thrust 
at him the spear of rage and fury; he rent open 
his corslet and coat of mail ; he tore out his entrails 
and his heart, and he hurled him at his full length 
upon the ground. Then he assaulted the troop, 
and soon brought down disgrace and misery upon 
them. Terrified they were as they perceived the 
destruction of :^Ias-lill, the knight of the ivorld ; 
but thov engaged Antar, till licspiiiring of success, 
and seeing death was at his command, they dis- 
persed away from himy and jmne$l tbor rear. Ibla's 
father and brother continued thdr fli^t, till they 
reached the tribe of -KendcJi, and in the iiilness of 
thdir: a^ny and distress they exclmmed, O Een- 
deyuiB ! misfortune has come upon you ; war has 
suddenly overwhelmed you t death is nigb at hand. 
At this the horsemen advanced tlubfc as a shower of 
rain ^en it pours; King Ainroo mounted and 



ad:^ Heirs, llle^ tdS turn IrtHtt AbtM- hscT 
done. Overtake Mid ib^i ymlt Aepblew, btsStrfe' 
death descend upon huD, and this 'ttxracloiu lioif 
destroy hitn. ^paik not tbaa,- 0 Moliki said Sing 
AmioD, for I *m Undoruo abnaBfor^Bdtiof my 
aster; let your black <xMs, be will HeVer tetitfn. 
'Tis thy feati that dictate diese eitpresdons. He 
then hastened to the foC, and tlie troops behind 
closed upon him like the waves of the stormy sea, 
when, lo I the troops that had actnmpatiied Mas-hil 
hurried towards him, screaming and Bhouting'. Some 
of them advanced, and told him what had happened ; 
his heart was near bursting — he halted : How evil 
and inauspicious, he exclalmecl, has been Llie f:Lce 
of Malik and his daughter to us ! To hia liorscnien 
he called out, and they slackened their bridles, 
fixed their spears, and sought the summits of the 
mounds and sand-liills. Antar, when all had fied, 
stood over tlie carcase of Ma^hil, stretched out 
like the mountmn adej he Onote it with Dhirtut 
and as he cut it in two, he tiiusexolailned: 

" Favourite of the songstiess! I ham left Uiu 
" dead, a |denteous prey fi» HiA spotted aerpMK'g 
" maw. My hands with a speedy ^miit i^ichtid 
" him, and the bkiod gudied out, and he wettend 
*' in Ms gore. I rent with the sturdy epeax Yog 
" heart; however noble may be the hero, the speat 
" is not to be reasted. I hftre left him a prey to 
" wild beasts, diat they may feed on iAm — -that 
*' they may gnaw hit head utd anas. } am oae 



* ffbvw hsnda, inflaiaad vitb wioe, would tear l3ie 
^ negil stHndanl &om a king. I will urge my steed 

^to the dust, Bad he will plunge into it, champ- 
^ ingthe bit aod amnting; but ii^en he sees that 
" I mind not hu cUMnes, 1^ diowa hii grinders,' 
" but nnghs no more. I have |»eEced bim widi &e 
" spear, and have raiasd him oa tugfa on die pmiit 
f of my dia^^gad Indian •otmbu-.?' ' 

Kathor did he cease till he saw die desert all 
tdaclc, and dust extending along the plain, troops 
pFesnng on him, and warriors shouUng at him. 
Heroes advanced iu haste towards him. Horsemen 
a^Ksred on aU four sides, each escl^ming, By the 
£^th of an . Arab, I will not permit thee to return 
home, thou foulest of blacks, for thou hast slain s 
warrior whose equal the world cannot boast; and 
must destroy tliee to avenge him. As soon as 
Antar perceived tlie sparkling of scimitars and tha 
glittering of spcar-barbs, and the din of shouts and 
cries, he shook witli rage and fury, so that all 
his armour nearly flew off from his l>ody : he was 
scarcely sensible to whom he was speaking, or with 
vhoxa be was £gfating. . But as pride and ardour 
arized T'i'") he thus excbumed : 

" When I behold the steeds pouring down in 
" numbers, and snorting, I meet them withoot »' 
" mac. Th^ call on Antar, and thdr Bpeata are 
" like a deseent of looosts on a towieiing sand iaiU 
" Xhey call on Antar, and thor studded brcHst- 
" fboaa are Uke the eyet frogs in a pool of vatef 
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" but I dash them down with the bri^t forehead 
" star anddiest of my.steedj'tiUbeis all besmeared 
" mth blood. But should be bolt away from the 
" Ml of the spear, I still uige faun aa ; then be 
" complams to m^ and gently nmghn. But the 
" horses are stem and sour-looking, as if their riders 
" had drunk of the cup of colocniiiitida.'" 

Anon he rushed ujmn the advancing troops, liis 
heart harder than stoiip, and liis mind iike tlie waves 
of the sea when it roars. He smote off heads with 
his sword, he dealt severing blows, and drove pene- 
trating thrusts ; and when the troops closed upon 
him, he shouted in their faccsi and they were driven 
back upon tlitir rear, tossing tlie riders from their 
backs, till liis iirma skckcued of their vigour, and 
he beheld the day like nighf. Upon this King 
Amroo called out to his men, and threw himself on 
Antar, steady as the noblest of heroes. Matters 
were in this state, when lo ! a dust appeared among 
the mountains, and there started forth some swarthy- 
compl^icued btmemeh, crying out, O by Ahs I O 
by Adoan ! ' And when they approached the plain, 
th^ uncovered their beads and cast node th^ gar> 
ment8,and exposed tharlives to death; th^poured 
down hke eagles, and thrust at the foremost of the 
troops. 

Now Oorwah, aa soon as Shiboob came up to him 
brining Ibla, stationed ten men to protect her, and 
with the remainder he made the attack, when he saw 
the . Kendehans surround Antar, and attadc him 



vith thrar Bpeare and falchbns. Let us sow, my 
coimns, sttacic truly and mncerdy, sud he to Us 
comntdes, for this is the first time we have ever 
fou^t irith Antar. us .remove from bim tlus 
affliction, that be niay:»^niowle<lge.it as long as he 
lives. It was the intentioii of.Oorwah by this dis- 
course to make them behold Antar's exploits, arid 
teach them firmness for future occasions. When 
Oorwah's comrades perceived Aniar's unshaken re- 
solution in assaulting the warriors, their hearts were 
like moimtains, and they did as Oorwah commanded; 
they endured patiently aD the horrors of the con- 
flict, they Hssaiilted with the utmost impetuositv, 
and exliibiied ilie firniuil courage and determination. 
Again Antar's ])owL'rs expanded : where he thrust, 
he slew ; ^yha■c he itrntk, he cleit ; ivliei-e he at- 
tacked a «linle iiDily, lie made it retreat, 'i'lie dust 
arose and thickened — llie horses feet played with 
the skulls as if with balls — and all that were present 
on that day wislied they had never been bom, had 
never stirred, and had never moved on the earth. 

Antar heard his uncle's shouts, and his vmce dy- 
ing out to tlie ICendelians, Assault this Uadb^);):^ 
infernal black, who has slain Mas-hil; desbtcfy^filnf 
whilst he is engaged in slaughter. Fear not those' 
who have aided him, for they are . only common 
fellowg. When Antar heaid diese words, he at- 
tadced him, urged.on.by lus feeliDgs,'Bnd overtook 
him. Mdik endeavoured to fiy, but Antar gtasped 
bold of him, and smed him by his nng% and dung 
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to his tbroat, and threw hin A&tm behihcf hSUi.' 

Shiboob soon bound him Ast f'imaan mod^ lUS 
attempt to defend his lather, but lO'I androvEifruck 
his hotse's sBHotum, and ovetthreip biin. SiUboob 
was oa him' before be- coiUd noma faimsdf^- and 
boiBid him tiko, and away he ^nt into tfab vsfie^ 
irith them botb. The intel&gaMe was Boori spittad' 
among the EenddiatiB, B» the hf»seinenandiktambrs 
come out one after tbe other. The nUmbM id- 
ocoKdagainstthe Absians, andthe succoilpbroiighf 
Sgaiost them augmented. Oorwah's men'ejthlbited 
all their courage and their zeal, whilst AntaF assist^ 
them as a fnthfic assists his son. They were covered 
with wounds, and took refuge in the valley arid the 
defiles, for they were exhausted with striking and 
thrusting; and as soon as niglit clothed the world 
in darkness, they were surrounded by infantry and 
cavalry. 

King Amroo also came down to the entrance of 
tbe passage, and in his heart there was a blazing- 
fire' f^DBt Antar. In the evening no less than' 
seven thousand horsemen crowded round himi and 
all were talking of Antar's cxplmts. My cononii^ 
evot the Bestbwer of life on the world conld ' illat 
ham done, mdh deeds, cried ' King Amroo ; but if 
be ^t&.u*-a]iTe after audi achievements, &e Arabs 
mil be qsbamed of ua, as Inig bm tbe seated at, aai 
the riastk ris»;. and- -we shall be conndered hy ^wed 
a»tmeiEe.beiat8ai)dEBTBges.. Oorw^snKOiiepoSlMl 
tbwHdiMB..- Same«m-eqimied-tihdrduBp|miUia 
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WHO ARB. ATTACKED BY BOtTAH. STl 

li-oOt ef^nigi ISovr pin wc^ fewer erea than a- bun- 
died, in this bottle pretend to vithBtaod aU the 
peculation of Y^nen ? but as to Antar, ha is in 
Ipre. Thar ntuation was no secret to Antari bo 
hq went up to Oorwah and and, O Ebe ool Ebjes, 
J am awB^ your campmiiatiB repent of what Uiey- 
have undertaken; it would be better for you to 
take them away, and seek safety among these hills^ 
and leave ine alone in these difficulties, for I well- 
know death never advances or retards. What is 
this? said Oorwah. We will never separate from 
you, till the enemies' horses trample upon our heads, 
and if any one of ray companions repents of the en- 
terprise, let him take the consequences. They ate 
a hearty dinner, and laid themselves down to sleep ; 
but Antar arose and went to Ibla, and saluUng her^ 
kissed her between the eyes, ajid soothed bis-psftuow 
with her. And the tribe of KencMi ifipqEnd iffi 
Bprrows and distress. 

They were.ia this atuB^on wlumt a ntmeng^ ad- 
vanced towards them in fiiU speed over the saoda: 
IJfoble. kadersi be esdainted, know tbat.^ Clue£ 
Bostqn) has jJundered your wives and ftm'llM) an^ 
hasravagedyourcoiintiy and nadve land. So-tbe 
Eendehans returned to demand the reUituti<Hi oC 
th^ wives and families. Antar, hearing theii;' 
shouts, wished to attack them, but Shiboob prei 
vented him, fearful of some stratagem on the parft 
of the E^dahans- Shibopb, b(>wever, in tbe coivsft 
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of the night M\owed them, and on His return was 
commuDica^ng to his brother what he had heard of 
BoEtam, how he had plundered 'the dvdlings and 
tents, when s dust speared, and black coIumDS 
arose^ beneath which stood fcorth some swarthy' 
horsemen, all shouting out, 0 by Ahs! ObyAdnan! 
This was an army of noble Absians, headed by King 
Zoheir's sons, Shas, Malik, NooHl, and Harith, and 
uith them was the Ciiief Shedad, and his brother 
Zakhmetuljewad, and a thousand illustrious horse- 
mcti : and Ooni'ah's sister was tlie oausi; oi' tiielr 
flj'rival, for when lie had condtictod liei- to the 
divellinfis, qeiiI i.Tili)inod her not to mcnti<m ihi; sul)- 
jeft ti. any mic, she iTli;;ious]_y ki-])! thu smot, till 
she perceived the j;reat imxiety of the ciieii and 
women on acwjiint of the iibscnce of Anlar and her 
brother; upon which, exceedingly alarmed, she told 
Shedad that Antar and her brother were gone to 
the tribe of Eendeh to rescue Ibla, and she related 
aJl that Antar had done in his liberality and ge- 
nerofflt^ on th^ return from the bibe of Gbiftan, 
and ako the drcumetance of the messenger from 
Bcetam. On heatii^ this, Shedad went to King 
Ztib&T and_ his sons, and in great distress related 
the sttoy to them. This narrative brought tekra 
into the' eyes of all present. 31arch! said King 
ZfAim, haste away j Take with you one thousand 
borsemoij and asust him ; and if you \rieh, I also 
will setout. Shas and Malik were gready pleased; 



they selected a thousand men, and marched out 
with Sliedad and his brother, a flame burning in 
their hearts, till they reached the tribe of Eendeh. 

As soon as Antar saw King Ziiheir's sons, he 
made his obeisance, and raised his voice in prayers 
for them and tlieir father. 0 Ahoolfawaris, said 
Shas, we have indeed to reproach you , lor you went 
away without telling us, so had any evil happened 
to you, all tlie men and women would have been in 
the greatest aiflicUon on your account. O great 
prince, exclaimed Antar, I do not wish the Arabs 
should say of me, that the cbief^i of tlie tribe of Abs 
marched out with their slave, and assisted him in 
the violence of his love. My son, said his father, 
under the influence of your passion, you daily ex- 
pose your life to death ; and, moreover, the Arabs 
are all your enemies. Then Antar told them all 
that had befallen his uncle Malik in the laud of 
Kendeh, and how he had betrothed Ibla to Mas-hil, 
whom he had slain, and made to drink of the cup 
of extinction ; and how Malik had excited the horse- 
men against him. Antar's account filled them with 
astonishment; they inquired about Malik and his 
son Amroo, and Ihla, and the tribe of Kendeh. As 
to Malik and his son, said Antar, they are in my 
possession, well secured ; the Kcndchans have re- 
turned home. And, acqumnting them with Bos- 
tam's story, he continued, I was now setting out to 
his assistance, had you not arrived. 

Amazed at his great success, they departed in 

VOL. It. T 
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oompany with him till they jeached the field of 
battle, where they saw Malik and his san in a de- 
plorable Gondidon, almost dead under the pressure 
of ropes and cords, so light were th^ hound down. 
Ah ! smd Shas, his heart pitying him in the presoice 
of the multitude, in what an unlucky hour c&lst 
thou come into the wco'ld ! Art thou not ashamed? 
Thou art become a ^le among the tribes. Otiohles 
and chiefs, hy the faith of an Arab, exclumed Malik, 
I will never deliver my daughter to this block slave 
whilst I have a tongue to spealc, or a limb to move. 
Either then malte me drink of the cup of death, or 
seize her for him with the hand of power, so that 
my justification may be clear to the world, and my 
honour unpolluted with ignominy. What induced 
you to take my son's property, said Sliedad, and 
then refuse any return ? ami many jour daughter 
to another man? But now as to tliis girl, we will 
send her back to her country, and she shall not quit 
our dwellings till she herself requests of her own 
accord to be married ; then we will marry her to 
whom die pleases, and we shall be free from annoy- 
ance and affliction. Witness for me, cried Antar, 
all here, if he tettimB home and conceals his daugh- 
ter, I will make no demand upon him vhatever ; I 
■wili not even temun near him, but I will do what 
he fdeases, and live with my nster Merwa in the 
tribe Ghiftan ; and on hii account I mil abandoa 
family and home, and will wmt for time to fff&A my 
purpose. But should he many her to any hmnan 



being, I -will requite Him aa he deserves, and I will 
hasten his departure from this world. O Abool- 
fawftris, said Slias, no blame can now attaeli to you, 
and it is impossible for any one to object to such 
conditions. Well! said Malik, I shall demand of you 
this concession and acknowledgment when we have 
returned home. But I, said Antar, will not return 
to reside with the tribe of Aba, whilst you remain 
there, unless you grant me permission to do so. 
Upon this Shedad got upon bis legs, and releaang 
Malik, kissed him between the eyes. King Zoheir's 
sons were much astonished at all this, and at his 
excessive liberality, and his alfettioa for his family 
and tribe; whilst Anlar endeavoured to win his 
uncle with these verses: 

" I liave had patience, but in my love patience 
" is extinct. Tears have flowed till they liave be- 
" come blood. 0 ye that depart, in my heart you 
" dwell — my heart thirsts after ye. What burdena 
" of anguish have 1 borne ! Were Mount Bedwa • 
" to endeavour to support them, Redwa''s self would 
" be crushed by their weight. O thou, daily in- 
" flicting me with grief, the horsemen of olden time 
" would sink under such burdens. Fear not, that 
" in my wrath, I will raise thee up on the point of 
" my cleaving sword ; but that thou hvest, and that 
" 1 have not destroyed all thou hast built up, to me 
" no thanks are due. But I cannot forbear when 
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" filthy Arabs oppose me, for' I will not be dis- 
" graced — my object is high in heaven. I apeak 
" the words of truth in advice — he that exposes 
" himself mmecessarily to danger is never praised, 
*• even should he escape." 

Antar now resolved on going to the ossastance of 
Bostam ; and leaving thirty horsemen with Gbeyadh 
in the defile, he departed with the thousand newly 
arrived warriors; Shiboob preceding, and showing 
them the roads over the sand-hills, whilst his brother 
Antar rode by the side of Shaa, 

Now when the messenger whom Bostam had sent 
to Antar returned with the news that Antar had set 
out against the K:^iiddians, ami that he excused him 
from the expedition, 1 cannot he aitiafied, exclaimed 
Bostam, with that reason, for it was from me Ibla's 
fatlicr ran away. So he stlcctcc! a thousand Sliiha- 
nian horse, and having procured his father's per- 
misMon, lie departed for tlic land of Kendeh; and 
be happened to anivc just at the time when the 
marriage ofMas-bil was approaching; soheseCteted 
himself in the mountains, and despatched a slave to 
giun some int^igence of MaliL The slave on his 
return stated, that Ibla was actually married, and 
that the Eendehans w^ employed ii^ the marriage 
feast, and on the next day were to conduct her to 
her husband. Alas I cried Bostam, much distressed^ 
Ibla has nt length slipped through Anttkr^s hands— 
his anguish will be v^, and his enemies and rivals 
will exult But by the ^th of an Arab, X will not/ 
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be the haibinger of good sews to the Kendebans in 
thk marriage, I naust exert myself to liberate her, 
and show that Z am the real inend of Antar. Re- 
turn to the Kendehans, contmued be to the slave ; 
and do not leave thetn till yon see Ibla set oat. 
Then hasten bBoh, ' and I 'mQ sbov you what I irill 
do. The slave sccordin^ly returned, and reposed 
among the shepherds, pretending to he fatigued and 
ill. Iq the morning, when the howdahs were raised 
upon the camels, and the men and women departed 
with Ibla, Bostam's slave went back and told him 
the news; and his heart was near bursting that 
Antar siiould be thus disappointed. He instantly 
mounted with his men, and invaded the dwellings 
and tents about evening : tiicrc lie heard the sounds 
of grief and lamentation on all sides, and the shrieks 
of the girls and women. Cousin?, cried Hostam, 
what has happened to these people ? I could almost 
be persuaded my precaution had had some ofFect, 
and that Antar had seized his bride, and had made 
the tribe pass an evening of defeat in die dcadi of 
Ma&-Iul, and the dispersion of the Kendehans. So 
come on, my cousins, plunder their Socks, a^ture 
th^r well-sliupcn maidens, and congratulate your- 
sdves on this spoil and gain. 

At the word they galloped away, and brought 
down the descent of Fate and Destiny ; dealing 
blows among them irreusdble and unsparing. ' All 
the men that' had been behind they slew, and 
they drove away the cattle and the iamilies, and 
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diey set out on th^ y/ay home, saying, Now m& 
the Kendehans leave Antar alone when they hear 
this event; and thus it was that the news reached 
them about morning as we mentioned. 

So they quitted Antar, and sought Bostam, for 
their terrors were great They overtook him at a 
spot called Jilgil, and they surrounded him on all 
udes. 

As King Amroo was the chief of the Kendehan 
tribe, he despatched to the habitations a thousand 
lion-warriors, fearful for the calamities that might 
befal them. As soon as they reached Bostam, they 
attacked Ifini and lus companions witli all their 
force. But he rushed into the fight, and aided hia 
men ; and doing the deeds of a nobly-bom Arab, 
he repulsed the troops away from his people. He 
tore thdr chests with his barbed spear, .and fou^t 
like a terrifying lion. . But the Kendehans were 
greatly superior in numbers to the Shibanians, and 
Antar did not come up with them until they wexe 
in extrane penl. 

Bostam ^t certain of death, so great was the rush 
of the horsemen; and he was about to receive on his 
chest the force of united spears, when lo ! Antar 
joined him with all his horsemen, saying, I was in- 
deed afrmd of this, for Aboolyaczan; and he made 
the assault with the troops of Abs and Adnan. 
The Kendehans were struck with horror; the in- 
stant they saw his terrible form, their bodies ^ook 
with afinght, and thfdr comf^exions changed as they 
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heard than vodrerating, O hy Abs I 0 by Adnan 1 
Antar at thor head, thus exdaitning^ 

" God protect thee, O Aboolyaczan I I am the 
« lion— the Tanquislier of a]l antagonists. The lion 
" of war is come to tliee; its lion is at hand, and its 
" exciter on the pimn of opposition ; the rapid bran- 
*' disher of swords in the achievements of Kings is 
" come to thee ; the destroyer of heroes is at hand. 
" OKendeh, a Knight is come ag^nst you, nho will 
" uproot all tlie delights of Cahtan ; one who never 
" waves his sparkling scimitar in the contest, but the 
" universe begs for quarter. How oflen have I 
" forliom ! but fortune betrays me, and my enemies 
" would invoh e ine in disgrace and infamy : but 
" now dost thou not st'e thitt kings fear me, and all 
" the host of heroes Ircmblc before me? I am the 
" severer of heads in quest of glory ; I am the dis- 
" comfiter of warriors and horsemen; Glory is my 
" glory; the age is my age; the time is my time, 
*' and the station my . station." 

No sooner bad Aiitar fittished his Toses, iban Qie 
irise men of Kendeh assembled in the presence of 
the King. Enow, 0 monarch, said they, this de- 
mon is not alone, but tha pride of Abs and Adnan 
have come after him, and I fear some of them may 
invade our homes, and ravage our possessions, and 
capture our women ; and should this conjecture be 
well-founded, the destruction will be eternal. 

You have taken a right view of the budness, »ud 
King Amroo ; and I ^or, if wc protect what b of 
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inferior worth, the more valuable will be plundered 
from us ; but my idea is, that you should fight and 
retreat, but beware! should they put you all to con- 
fusion, Anlar will utterly destroy you, and every 
trace of ye will be extirpated. 

In a short time the report was publislied abroad 
Dinong ll)e Kendchans, and they fought as they re- 
treated; butasthdrheartswareaiiziousaboutthor 
wives and children, they could exert Uieiiiselves but 
feebly in the battle. 

When Antar perceived their situation, he directed 
the spears against thtai chests, and urged the Ab- 
saus on to the contest The same did Bos tarn with 
hu followers. Mot the ffight of the Kendehans 
becaiue genenJ} and they cUqiersed to the cut and 
to the west, and none arrived at the dwdlings but 
those whose deaths were postponed. 

As Boon as Sing Amroo reached the tents, he 
shouted out to his people that were there, and again 
ordered them to the field of battle ; and th^ has- 
tened eagerly to the asdstance of their companions, 
and the engagement continued on both sides till the 
armies of darkness advanced, and concealed the 
print of their footsteps. * The Kendehans hang 
completely routcd,rctired to thdr tents, whilstAntar, 
being aware tliat there was not one even to tighten 
their ^rths, ordered his people to plunder their 
flocks, but to Sparc the married women and famdies. 

After this, Antar turned towards Bostam and 
Mud, Truly, thou hast ever shown the excess of 
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benevolence towards ua ; andnev^caowe poaaibly 
make you a suitable compensatioi). He ooutiuued 
thus eulogiung Bostam in theM verses : 

" O Aboolyaczaa 1 O full moon 1 O subduer of 
« the desert wad towns t Were tbe ears of all other 

men deafened, may tMne alone be opened ! O 
" Bostam 1 O tliou distributer of ikyours out of 
" ixillungi Eorpasnng all that can be imagined ! 
" Generous men we had of old, we shall never for- 

get them or their history ; endued thou art with 
" modesty and goodness ; a compound of all that 
" beneficence and nature ever formed ! And all that 
" thou ^vest will be stored up for thee in eternity ! 
" Thou art the sword of resolution t Were I to 
" heckoD to it, it would rest sheathed in the finn- 
" rooted mountain !" 

Bostam answered him thus : 

" Hail ! May greetings ever welcome thee, mom- 
*' ing and evening ; for thou art the death of the 
" horseman of the wastes, and the most deserving 
" of praises and eulogies ; for God only created 

thee to be a wonder in the battle and hour of 
" troubles ; no lioa can cope with thee in the fight ; 

Ho cloud can equal thee in bounty ; thou hast at- 
" tamed all that is knowledge, and wit, and modes^, 
" and patience, in difficuldes aoA. relaxations ; lima 
" exceUest all in geoeronty and munificence ; and 
" bast perfected the nobteness of thy ancestors! 
" Let every one that sees thee adnure all ^lat. he 
*' beholds (^magnanimity and grandeur! OAbool- 
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" fawan^ thou art mj micGour, noble must he be 
"vboieacquunted with fate 1 The boun^ of thj 
*' hand when it bestows pRa, heals and relieves a 
" man from the virulence of misfortunes. Thy age 
" is like thy resolution in action, and thy resolution 
" is like thy sword in fate. Wlien fire descends on 
" thee, it is sweet, even as the dew that refreshes 
" the meads ! Live for ever in wealth and eternal 
" glory, uncliangenlile and unperishable !" 

Bostam imparted to Antar ali tlie anguish he had 
endured on the subject of Ilila's innrriage lo Mas- 
hil, Antar also relalifd all that, had liapjiciicd to 
him ; how enraged his uncle was against him ; and 
that he himself had sworn to reside no longer in his 
native land. You must (hen, said Bostam, make 
your residence amongst us in Shiban, for I was the 
first that gave myself up to your service. No, esad 
Prince Malik, we cannot possibly permit our cou^n 
to abandon us, therefore do not make any irre- 
vocable engagement with him, so Uiat we may ar. 
range his buanessj tenninate Ids afiaiis in his 
&Tour. 

O Fnnce, smd Shedad, rerily my san''s rendmce 
■vUh Bostam is partaculsrly advisable ; let no more 
dissenoons disperse tlie tribe, and our lands be no 
more devastated. Thus was the matter concluded: 
Bostambad determined on dividing the spoil amongst 
the Ahuans, but they all swore they would not take 
a halter of it. Let our couan Antar have it all, 
and let bun live on i( during his atsy irith you. - 



Bostam was all astonish tnent at their liberality and 
perfect love. Shedud advanced, and thus took leave 
ofhlsBon: 

" You have formed a favoraltle opinion of for- 
tune, when all goes well, and you do not fear the 
evil that fate may bring with it. You liave escaped 
also in night adventures, and you boast of it; but 
in the brightness of the night, often misfortunes 



CHAPTER XV. 

Bo3T AM ordered his men to drive on the flocks, and 
they separated in joy and hapjuoess ; iuid as he m- 
gaged Antar in conversation and soraal interconfae, 
on the subject of Ibla, Let no man imaffae, swd 
Antar, that he has ever endured an equal share of 
anguish with me. Then he wept, and oghed, and 
Gompliuned, and thus spoke : 

'* My patience and my transports exist when I am 
« moving, and when I am at rest; but my love for 

Ibla is the companion of my hearL Inherface,and 
" in the roses of her clieeks is my full moon, bril- 
" liant, sparkling, andluminous. Her figure is grace- 
" ful as the i (alef), and her light limbs are round 
" as the (noon), and her seat of smiles is bud- 
" ding as the _ (meem) ; musk is her smell, and from 
"her juices 'and her breath are sweet liquora 
« Mid perfumes. How is it that my heart ever pur- 
" sues its love, as we wish for the hot water in the 
" bath ? But patience ! perhaps the breezes Aat 
« pass over her residence may blow a breath from 
« her embraces. They are resolved to betray me ; 
« thrar treachery is ihar ftiitli, for perfidy is a dis- 
" ease inherent in thdr bowels. They are wicked, 
" but I have to ask thor pardon-^nd they still 
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" increase llifir insultn. I slill act justly towards 
" lliem ; but tlicy ever deal in invectives, as if I 
" could not endure to be absent from them, and as 
" if I should die for love of them, and as if I could 
" not to endiiro say, ye have outraged me; for God 
" well knows I am inrieed wronged." 

Th^ continued their journey till mid-day, when 
Antar suddenly checked his progress, and said to 
Boatam, 0 my brother, my heart is very uneasy 
about the tribe of Kendeb, for ehould they learn 
our ntualion, and that we all bare taken difTemit 
routes, they may pursue my cournn^ and may 
chance to slay some c£ Sng Zobcar's sons. So 
order your horaemeu to drive awvy these Sacks, 
and you and I irith ten horsemen vill return to- 
wards my cousins, that we may be assured of tJirar 
security. As you please, said Bostam ; and he or- 
dered his people to drive away the camels and 
flocks; and after he had selected ten horsemen, 
they set out traversing the deserts, Shiboob going 
before them, pointing out the roads till they reached 
the valley, where, on their tirst arrival, they had 
been concealed. Here they attentively contem- 
plated the roads and tracks, lint they could perceive 
nothing but the print of the horses feet turned to- 
wards home. Thus were Bostam and Antar ; but 
as to the Abnans, as soon as they were at a distance 
wandering over the deserts, thdr bosoms felt dis- 
tressed coi account of the loss of Antar. Well, 
Kod. Shas, to Malifc, Ibla*8 fiiUier, this hasnese ha> 
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tntned out just as you wished, and Antar must 
lemun alone in a fi>ragii land. And soon their 
cfHiversation and animooty increased in in<^ence^ 
trben Prince Malik came up and separated tbeni, 
saying. My coumns, do not quarrel in tluB land, for 
ve are still amongst our enemies, and he about 
whom you are quarrelling has preferred quitting us 
to living with you. Thus they continued till tliey 
left the land of £endeh, but Shas''s rage and in- 
dignation were intense. He marched on ahead 
with half of the army, and also Shedad, Antar's 
father, whilst Malik, King Zoheir''9 son, remained 
behind with five hundred men, and Ibla went quietly 
on with him, for his mind was superior to Shas's, 
and he sliowed courtesy to all. At length they 
came into a country tailed lliyab, abounding in 
lakes, and tile wild animals were ranging far and 
wide. It happened tiiat the pnrty were in want of 
provisions on account of their distant journey, and 
many of them were hungry. Being much distressed, 
they stiried their compkinta to Malik ; so he told 
them to mount thar steeds: Come on to the faunt^ 
said h^ and let not one return, but sufficiCTt ptx>- 
TiaiiRu for lumael^ and Ms comradet^ and assodotes. 
Malik mounted a swift mare, and employed himself 
in spearing the beasts and stretching them on the 
sands, galloping among them right and left, until he 
separated from his party and his troops, and as he 
was much engaged with the immense quantity of 
gdme, he roamed (u among the wilds, watdiing his 
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opportuni^. At last he halted, and cast his eyes 
round the desert nght and left, and whilst lie was 
contemplating the wastes and sand-hills, behold, 
one of the desert standing in the plain, and before 
him a camel lying down, and behind htm a damsel, 
and she held the Bedowcen's horse. As soon as the 
damsel mw Malik standing on the top of a sand- 
hill, she made signs to him with her hand, that she 
demanded liis aid. Mahk understood her 'wishes, 
but he would not assent to her demand, for, said he 
to himself, haply she may be his wife or sister, and 
something may have occurred, that may render it 
improper to assist her, so he resolved on returning 
to his party, fearful of the accidents of fortune. 
But the damsel let go the horse from her hand, 
and struck it on the face, and it fled over tlje wilds. 
O Arab, catch your horse, cried she to the Bedoween. 
UpcHi that he quitted the camel, and pursued the 
horse till he overtook it; he caught it by the halter 
and returned. But no sooner bad thje Bedoween 
departed in quest of his horse, than die dnmiel zsd 
to Malik and demanded lus asnstancek. ^ . Wha^ 
fore, sud Malik, do you demand my pcote^ba 
against bim ? Is be your husband or your relation? 
No, s^d she, I and my countrymen were retuniii^ 
b(Hne, when this demon met us; he slew my cou- 
nss; and she wept. When Malik heard this, his 
heart pitied her, for lie was a'prince, and the son of 
a prince, and a noble Absian^ Well, s^ he, ohw 
" graUdate yourself aa the end of yoor trouUes and 



misetj. But lo I die Bedoween returned mounted 
on bis horse, and perceiving Malik in conversation 
with his damsel, his ejebaUs started into the top of 
las head; he grasped his spear, and rusfaed upcm 
him : Foul Arab 1 stud h^ what horsema& art thou 
that dost venture to converee with the damsels of 
the bfsveP t am sumamed the crashing thunder 
and the deluding cloud, and called Feyaz the de- 
predator! Instantly each attacked his adversary, 
and they commenced the fight and contest. Malik 
met him with a spear, and cried out in a loud voice. 
The Bedoween parried his thrust, and twisting the 
spear out of his hand, he attacked him like a lion, 
and seizing Malik by the rings of his cunilet, he 
cried out, O by Cahtan ! and dragged him off his 
horse's back ; he took him captive and bound him, 
degt^ed and in misery : but when he remarked 
the beauty of his person, and his garments, and his 
armour, he was convinced he was some great per- 
sonage : Youth, said lie, of what tribe art thou? 
Speak the truth, or I will make thee drink of the 
cup of death and perdition. Truth becomes the 
noble, and falsehood is repugnant to the generous 
Arab chief, rej^icd Malik, I am of do de^ucable 
Inrth, jux is my wealth mean. I am Malik, son of 
Zohar, King the tribes of Abs^and Adnan, and 
Fazarah and GhiAan, and Marah and Dibyan. 
Bravo, bravo ! cried the other, thou, by heaven, 
wert one of my chief objects ; through thee will I 
take my revenge, and will liberate my cattle. Upon 
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this ho bound tighter the cords, and fastened down 
his firms and shoulders, and tied liini on the back of 
his horse, nnd marclied towards his own country, 
saying. Never shalt thou be released from my power, 
till thou dcliverest up to me tby father and thy slave 
Antar, that I may sacrifice tiiei^ ta I would a ram, 
otherwise I will execute every crriel^ upon thee.' 
What is the reason of tlliB ^inquiIed- Malik. E^now, 
said he, that I am the lover of one of our damsel^ 
nnd I demanded her in marriage of her father, to 
whom I offered all my property, sheep, he and she 
camels : but he refused me, saying, I will not marrj' 
you to my daughter, unless you bring me the head 
of him who murdered my eon, aud avenge his fate. 
On whom, said I, is your vengeance to be taken ? 
On a black of the tribe of Abs, he answered, he is 
their herdsman, and their horseman, and tJieir pro- 
tector, for he plundered our flocks and captured our 
wives and families, and he slew my son, and he is 
but a camei-drivcr, and now I have sworn not -to 
marry my daughter, but to him who shall bring toe 
Hb head. Upon this I engaged to slay this soaiot 
£Ith, your black Antar, and I quitted not my teabt 
611 1 bad made a contract upontliis point with hnn;- 
So I set out on my way to your country, and fdl 
hy chance on this girl ; I slew her countrymen, and 
carried her a£ Affon I setout, and fell hy chance 
oa you, Prince IM^lik, and through you vdll I suc- 
ceed in my projects. When MaUk beard tlus^ be 
rested all his hopes <m a stratagem, -and son^t his 
VOL. n. o 
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deUverance by art and cunmng. Arab, ^aid he, 
tte road ia lugh, for last night only I quitted Antar 
in the land of Biyab, and vi& him were but ten 
Norsemen. Away against your enemy, if you are, 
as you prodmm yourselT, a noble horseman ! O by 
the Arabs! was all the Bedoween's reply, he 
was highly delighted and rejmced. If you have 
spoken the truth, said he, I will release you from 
this bondage. Could but my eyes light upon Antar, 
I would take him prisoner were there even a thou- 
sand brave liorsemen with him ; but I shall now 
rest till morning, and your black will then appear, 
for as soon as he is aware of your disappearance, he 
will not proceed onhis journey, but wUt undoubtedly 
come and seek you, and he must pass by this road, 
for his good luck and Ibrtune have abandoned him. 
Upon this he disinountcd and reposed till the day 
dawned, ivhcn lie laslicd the damsel and Prince 
Malik to the backs of two of hia horses, and pro- 
ceeded without further dday, ■ About three hours 
after, b^ld a man on foot speeding over the desert, 
and befi>re him fled the deer, whom he overtook 
and grasped by the horns, and when the Bedoween 
saw him, he stared at him in amazanent,. surprised 
at the force of )iis muscles and the strength of his 
knees; and whilst he was looking at bim, behold 
ten horsemen advanced towairds him, all ismaersed 
in gted, and enveloped in breastplates of bright 
metAi^ .said in front of them was a knight like an 
%yaw.". When .the Bedoween remarked the mag- 
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nificence of their accoutrements, and the excellence 
of their steeds, and tlie smallncss of tlicir numbers, 
he made towards them, eager to seize them. They 
also observed with surprise the camel and the man 
bound with corda to the back of a horae. The 
ixoap halted, and the Bedoween moved towards 
them to demand th^ object What horsemen are 
ye P he excLumed, and to what Arabs are you con- 
nected ? Upon tim didr leader shouted out, and 
he was the conquering hero, Antar, son of Shedad. 
I am one, be cried, that viU wither your soul I 
Icnown amongst hanourable men, as the chosen 
knight; the far-famed slayer — the knight of tu- 
mults and uproars — the chief Antar, son of Shcdad, 
and what coward art tliou P And who is this pri- 
soner bound on that horse? Who is tJiis damsel 
that is crying out, and demands assistance? O by 
the Arabs ! cried the Bedoween, shaking himself with 
joy upon his horse. I groL't thee — I welcome thee, 
black in complexion, fair in JtLd^, iiniglit of the 
tribes, I am called Fcya/ tin; dejncdator ! I am 
the tempestuous blast ! 1 am come to assault tiieo. 
And he related his story ; liuw ho demanded the 
damsel, and was sent by her lather lor lier marriage 
donation: he would not admit, he added, of any 
thing but thy death, and the an nih ilation of thy 
life. And who, sud Antar, is this prisoner? Your 
lord, Prince MaHk, sod of King Zoh^. As soon 
as Antar heard this, the li^t became dark in his 
eyes. Bostsm soon jmned lum, and demanded of 



Ilim the caiisf ul' iliis Icnif; p^irley. Hl> informed him 
of all the Ik.ao»er,i lui.l smd. Gi>d is with you, O 
Aboolfawaris ! said Bustum, how he lias inspired 
you with forethought, and how he has intimated to 
you the rerolutioiiB of fate ! 

Now.Antar^ as he was returning irom the- land 
of Eendeh, in his fears for Ibla, had Ud Shiboob 
early in the monuiig to cut off throu^ the defiles 
into the land of Riyab ; and Astar, foUowed by Bos- 
tam and liis people, was proceeding to the vicinity of 
the land of Abs, eager to catch some news of Ibla, 
for lovers and the devotees of passion sigh fondly 
for news of their love, and Antar's love in the excess 
of his anxiety enchained him with the bonds of 
desire and solicitntle, as lie thus expressed himself : 

" When ihe zephyr gently blows, its lireatb re- 
" lieves the sitkeiicd heart, ant! hririgs me news of 
" the damsel and of those I love, who are travelling 
"on their jonrncy: regardless are they of whom 
" they have left behind, cast doivn and dead in the 
" land of love: one who has qulttei! their country 
" and roams anxious about them, wheresoever they 
" drive thdr ba^age camels. Indeed, O Ibla, 
" they hoTO bebray^' my vows. It is thy &ther 
" that is ung^ratefulibr &vours. Ihave Ixwne sor- 
" rows and^.jt&^oe patiently, even ia my weak 
" state, ^an4TX:^Jiave' defied the raOers. I. am ac- 

custQl»ed'ito'5|rief, so that my body, were it to 

lose its ^ns, would ugh after its emaciated state. 
" Tlie . ravens taunt it, as if it had heen one that 
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"had deslroyed its plundered young; it weeps, 
" and the torrents of my tears syiiipathiso witii it — 
" it sighs, and my woes cruelly increase — it passes 
" the ni^t in anguish for the loss of its mate, for 
" whose absence it moans the livg-Itlng nighL I 
" sud to it, thou hast wounded the inmost recesses 
" of my heart Ever is thy grief a m^tal disease.' 
" I have shed tears from my eyes, and my native 
" home and ^nntry excite all my interest. Ab- 
" sence has Idl me no soul, no body, in vluch, 
" miserable as I am, I can live. Wert thou to 
" take off the armour from it, thou wouldst see 
'< heneadi it only a ruined vestige ; and on those 
" worn-out remdns is a coffin-sword, whose edge 
" would notch Ae bright polished sdmitar. I am 
" so accustomed to the calamities of fortune, that 
'.' all their vastness appear but trifling to me, (nu- 
" merous as they are, they appear few)." 

Thus they continued traversing the deserts till 
they approached the land of Rijab, and met the 
knight Feyan, and heard his adventures, and saw 
Prince Malik in his power. And Antar was oc- 
cupied with FeyaK in the conflict, till the brightness 
of the day darkened over their heads. But Shiboob 
quitted lus deer, and moved towards Prince Malik, 
who was groaning from the pain of his woynds. 
Alas! alas! cried Shiboob, and came up to Mm, 
and untied the cords, and placed him agtun on 
lnahors6, sa;^g: Seek the field of battle, that you 
may console yoor heart As-aoon as Antar saw 
Frince MnUk, he exerted himself in the contest 
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vtth Feyax, and exhausted hun, and smote bim 
thrgiigli the neck, and drew out his sword glittering 
through his jmnts. He then issued out of the dust, 
and congratulating Malik, thus spoke : 

" I say to my enemy when he contends with me, 
" and advances like a towering well-built bastion, 
" much good may it do to tbec, the glass thou Iiaat 
" drank. Thou hast laid down thy cheek where 
" there is no pillow. As soon as I liave unsheathed 
" my sword, its edge draws forth blood, and every 
" chief becomes its victim. I am Antar tlie un- 
" raveller of every diflicultj, tlic llastl■o^■cl■ oi toes 
" with my Indian blade. HorsL'mcn pndc tliL'ifi- 
" selves in me in every contest, and tlic l)ra\'e witli 
** their chiej^ains are humbled before mc. If the 
" most virtuous of my associates regard my actions, 
" tlicy will see the uniltitudc prostrate before my 
" glory. I am raised far above all mankind by 
" my scimitar, my spear, by my blows in battle, 
" and by my father." 

Approaching the prince, he lussed him, laid ex- 
alted his honour and reputation : What has hap- 
pened to you, my lord, s^ he, has been the means 
of augmenting my glory ; never may the day be that 
can bring evil on you, and I be still grasping the 
bridle. O Aboolfawaris, sfud Malik, thanking him, 
thou art indeed our greatest iriend and Queerest 
ally. May God destroy him who would estrange 
your lucky stars irom us, and deprive us of your 
coundls t Then be related all that had passed with 
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Malik, Ibla'fl fiitbe^ and how be bad Eepaiated front 
them entirdy, that his brother had advanced with 
his party, and that he bad been occujned in hunting, 
and all that occurred with Feyaz. It is my ojunion, 
said Antar, you should return to the Abdans im- 
mediately, and say nothing about what has happened 
to you ; only tell thorn that you were occupied in 
hunting until evening, ivlicn you chanced to meet 
some Arabs, who entertained jou, and treated you 
liindiy, so that no one may blame you. Prince 
Malik having approved of these hints, Antar turned 
towards the damsel who had been with Feyaz, and 
giving her all Feyaz's plunder and camels, he said 
to her, Go home under my protection, secure from 
everyone,man ordemon; and should evenPerMa's 
mcmarcb oppose you, his balcony shall totter. An- 
tar^s eKpresnons made Bos tarn seriou^y reSect, and 
he felt aware that he could actually execute all he 
Vtid. 

Prince Malik retraced lusway^ and Antarmaiched 
with him, fearfrd of any unlucky erait, till th^ 
reached the lai^ of Kyab. Here Antar cast his 
eyes around, and he saw Inrds fighting, and wild 
beasts combating in the plma over the carcases of 
the slun. This, said Antar, is a bad omen ; it is a 
drcumstance that gives evidence of death and de- 
struction. And when they hod advanced into the 
middle of the meadow, diey perceived the dead 
scattered about on all ades, and blood that had 
<dianged the hue of y^etation, broken spears, and 



eMveted somitars. Woe! woel Antar exdiumed: 
Truly this intelUgence is aalhendc, and the revolu- 
tions of fate and destiny have happened to our com- 
rades. Alas ! I con scarcely expect to overtake my 
Ibla. As they turned over the carcases, they said 
one to another, This is such an one — this is such an 
one, till the groans issuing from a tortured heart 
readied their cars — tlicy advanced and looked about, 
and lo ! it was Ibla'a father, Malik ! He was almost 
dead ; his blood was clotted with the sand, and the 
birds and tlic flies were liovennr; over him. Whither 
are you go'ngt niy brother ? cried Sliiboob ; here is 
your uncle weltering in his blood, and his iniquities 
have reduced him to what he himself projected. 
Antar and his followers came up, and bclioldlng 
Ibla's futlier in that state, they bound up his wounds 
and poured briny water upon his face. He opened 
hiB eyes, and se^g his countrymen around him, Ms 
life crept into his body, and his senses returned. 
Of this, said Antar, I was afraid ; but you still con- 
tinue to pursue the road of outrage agunst me, 
0 nephew, said Malik, in a feeble vtnc^ what is 
past is past; but I mil never quit you ag^; my 
heart will study your , pleasure, and I ^rill ever be 
your slave. Congratulate yourself on this good 
luck, my uncle, smd Antar ; but who was it that 
did these deeds? where is Ibla, and your son, and 
the others? All, said Malik, are in the hands of 
Anis, son of Madraka the Khitaamite, for he came 
upon us with a thousand horse. We were in a state 



of excessive fatigue and distress; md, moreoTer, 
I'rince Malik and many othero were (fispersed in. 
pursuit of game, when, behold ! Anis suirouiided 
us with his horse, and attacked ua in all directioos: 
he levelled his blovs agwnst die chiefs, and took the 
rest prisoners. 

Now tliis knight was a man no man could en- 
counter, and a warrior of warriors: and wlien he 
resolved on an expedition firora place to place, the 
horsemen followed hiiu, and his companions exposed 
their lives for him on account of liis extraordinary 
intrepidity. At this time he Iiad departed with a 
thousand horse; and ho roamed witli tlieni, ravaging 
the A.-ab lril>cs, till lie n-auh-id llie knd of Ealka 
and the niouulaius of Nik^, llv on hi^ leturi., 
and beliire liiiii iveul ihu sliivos, llie boys and camels, 
and llie youn;,^ fEUueli;, till they readied the land of 
Riyab, wfiore he saiv the Abslaiis scattered about 
the meadows and the l-jkes. Anis was marching at 
the head of fais party, for he treated horsemen with 
contempt As soon as he spied the Absians lie re- 
alized them by thor clothes, and their horses, 
and thor standards, for the Arabs could always 
disUngiush esch odier by th^ liorses and banners. 
Now, sud he to his countrymen, now you will be 
talked of by botih men and women on account of the 
quantity you will gma in flocks, and he and she 
cameb, if you vanquish tliis party of Absians, whose 
name b so great among the Arabs ; and for every 
one you capture you will recdve an immense ran- 



som. Come tm — Come ou .' And separating the 
thousand into four divisions, be attacked them, 
loudly vociferating, and tlieir liorses pressed on in 
crowds. When the Abaians saw this, th^ exerted 
all th^ powers. Anis exbilnted his'whole strength : 
he encouraged die horsemen by his ovn deeds, imd 
by liis impetiioaty he overwhelmed the Absians. 
He took fifty prisoners, after having ehan a, vast 
number. Amongst the captives were Oorwah and 
Amroo, Ibla's brother. He seized the property and 
the men, and departed, ordering his slaves to drive 
on the horses and camels. Ibla too was made cap- 
tive with her camel : she was, indeed, accustomed 
to captivity, and had experienced the reverses of 
fortune ; and as she saw her fallier covered with 
■wounds and torn with spears, she proceeded at the 
liead nf tlie slaves ami women, amongst the other 
prisoners. Oft she bewailed her native land in the 
.obscurity of tlie night, and thus eased her heart : 

" O God of Zemzem and Illina, my heart is worn 
" with grief, captivity, and anguish ; my frame is 
" exhausted, and I have no powers of body to bear 
*' ihe garments of affliction. X have lost my father, 
" who jcas once kind and generous. He continued 
" his obatinat^ till he drank the cup of perdition. 
" For^gn hands have overpow^^ h'^n with swords 
" and spears. Here am I in a strange land in cap^ 
*' tivity, bewailing my distresses ; and cruel Fortune 
" has thwarted me, and the world has abandoned 
" me, as if there was no raich beautiRil person as 
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" myself in the worid. O protector of Absl couldst 
" thou see me, thou wouldst know what I endure; 
" The da.y on which we separated from you, I W8s 
" separated from all iny hopes. Our warriors are 
" now plundered of their lives by the spear, and I 
" am in a strange land, suffering anguish as a cap- 
" tive. II' tliou hearest in the night the complaint 
" of the drooping dove, be assured it is weeping 
" for us." 

Ibla continued her tears and lamcntabonE till the 
dawn of day. Anis dismounted to repose, and or- 
dering his slaves to prepare dinner, they slaughtered 
the camels and the slieep, and prepared a repast; 
and they supplied also tiie pvisoni-Ts and women 
with food of camul's desli. But iis to Ilila, she re- 
nounccd all nourishment, and would not sleep. 

The greatest part of the day had now passed, 
and but little remiuned of it ; and as tlie companions 
of Anis were descrilnng Ibla's beauty, and charms, 
and shape, and form— Countrymen, be <»ied, have 
I Dot often desired you a thousand times never to 
talk of women before me, — not s &ee-bom or a 
skvE^-— «nd never to convorse with me but of feats 
of arms and battles? And can any thing d^rade 
man like the humiliation of love and pas^on ? 

When they had satisfied their hunger, about 
nightfall lliey fravt'lk'd on till the sun rose, when 
they aUghled at the waters of ilie tribu of Helal. 
And Ibla's grief and lamentations increased upon 
her, and she desptured of her cousin ; and when 



Anis heard her loud cries during the night, he de- 
manded of his attendants about lier : My cou^ns, 
asked he, who ia this damsel that was groaning in 
the nanquiBity of the night? O Chief, they said, 
tluB is the Ab^an damsel, whose beauty and charms 
we described to yaa. Never did we see a more 
agonized heart Night or day she desires no nou- 
rishment: she renounces sleep : her grief and sorrows 
are not to be pacified. Bring her Iieforo me, said 
Anis, that I may learn her story. Upon tliat, the 
female slaves brought Ibla into his presence; he 
raised (ip her veil, and looked at her face ; lie saw 
the tears streaming from lier black cyc-lashcs; he 
was smitten, and his heart fluttered « i(h the violence 
of his passion — at the instant t)io state of lii^i mind 
was changed. AA'hat is your name, damsel ? said 
lie. She answered, Ibla. Who was slain that be- 
longed to you ? he asked. My father, she replied ; 
and again she hid her face witli her hands, and 
threw herself upon the ground. Bring hither her 
family, cried Anis, that I may demand her t£ thm 
in marriage, and be married to her; and instead of 
a dower or settlement, I will release hex countty- 
mo) and herself; ibr as soon as X saw her, I became 
enamoured of her. And the mind and senses of 
Anis were from this moment all occupied with Ibla ; 
and he suddenly tasted of love. Tlicy now veiled 
her face, and introduced her relations, towards 
whom Anis turned, and telling them wliat had 
passed, was dvil to them, and demanded lUa in 
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marriage. Seeing them hentate in giving an an- 
swer, Why are you ^lent P he asked. MagnammouB 
Chief, they repUed, we cannot speak for her, there 
IB only her brother here ; her &ther is absent. Oor- 
wah at that moment was close to Amroo, Ibla's 
brother, and he aiud to him, Amroo, if you wish 
that Anis should be put to death, and his neck be 
cut off, marry him instantly to your sister; perhaps 
God will send Antar to darken his life and silence 
his name, and he may still release us from captivity. 
I have often experienced the effects of promising 
her in marriage, and I well know what her misfor- 
tunes have produced. But where is Antar? amd 
Amroo. Hy this time he is in the land of Shiban, 
and far from us; wc ha%'e heliaved so ill to hira, 
that he has quitted us for ever, and I am afraid 
of the consequences; for if I marry her to Anis, T 
fear that Antar may come hither and join mc to my 
i'atlier, i\ ere I even concealed in the apartments of 
NiLslurvaii ; and if I do not many ber, this devil 
will put to death. ' Listen to said Oorwah; 
marry her, and do not talk nonsense. Bargain wilh 
him that he shall not enter unto her faere,tmtil he 
leadi lu3 native land and home : tell him that ahe 
has been wedded to her cousin some time ago, and 
lengthen out the buMness ; perhaps Antar will come 
and make hia wedding so inauspicious, that it may 
perhaps only be fallowed with tlie dawn of ill-luck 
to him ; and his stars may set in the mansions of 



Now Ania, smng them falter in thor reply* be- 
came troubled. He percaved tLey were consuldng 
with Amroo, and that be was much disturbed. Do 

you consent that I become your sister's husband? 
he asked. My lord, replied Amroo, you are the 
consent, and you ore alwve consent; but know 
that this damsers father has already married her to 
her cousin, and has taken the marriage donation ; 
but her father has taken advantage of him, and the 
devil has coloured his stratagems with the appear- 
ance of kindness and hbcrahfy, so he fled with her 
from place to place ; and should I marry her to you, 
I dread the consequences. If I go home, I fear he 
will come upon me and kill me, and make me drink 
of the cup of death, wore even the Kings of Abs^ 
and Adpan to protect me, and Fazarah and Dibyan; 
for be is one of the calamilieE of the world — ^no 
kiught can oppose Mm in the field, and he feaiE 
nddier man nor demon.. 

AiUB became furious at dua description. What 1 
saidfae, is thenamec^lhisknight, fordost thou not 
know all the horsemen of Arabia ? O mighty Prince, 
replied Amroo, this is he who slew Khalid, son of 
Moharib, and brought down misfortunes on him 
and his clan ; who dispersed his warriors and his 
armies. To whom do you allude by this discourse ? 
demanded Aois. To him of whom you questioned 
me, said Amroo. But what hero is he? asked 
Anis. I mean, said Amroo, the Knight of the world; 
myrrh to the taste ; the insufierable coloquintida. 
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His name is known throughout Hedjaz antl Irsli, 
he who killed Mas-hil, son of Tarak, and exter- 
minated )us tribe. But what iahis name? repeated 
Ams. He is the lord of the black steed, and the 
broad scimitar and long spear, said Amroo; the 
furious lion who has disgraced the necks of the Arab 
itnd the Persian, Verily, you amaze me, criedAnis, 
with this horseman and this trampling hero; but 
explain to me his name among the knights of the 
age. He is, continued Amroo, the noble warrior 
who has vanquislied the stoutest heroes witii liis 
sword.. He is tlio serpent of the bowels of the de- 
sert, the Chief Antar, son of Sljeilad. I have only 
told you the truth. 

Upon this Anis raised up his head to those that 
were seated by him, and said. Is tliere any one of 
ye that is acquainted with this man, whose desci^ 
tion fH^tesH meP 0 Anis, said a nohle Shdkh, I 
have heard of Una terrible knight ; and it was in- 
deed a man honest in his speech that informed me 
<^ lum, and told me he was a black knight, but that 
he had crushed the necks of the Arab diiels with 
his sword, and had made the kings of power bow 
down to him ; the Peiwan and the Arab fear his 
might, and his unde has only m allied his daughter 
to him through fear of his impetuous strength: and 
as soon as lie inveigles him by his artifices, he wan- 
ders with her from place to place. Her father has 
espoused her to a thousand horsemen, but the mar- 
riage has never succeeded ; and the last person to 



wliom he wedded lier was Mas-liil, son of Tarafc. 
But Aiitar went a^iiist him wilh one hundred 
irieiitls, and Wiiylald liim, and LXticiguished his 
glory and jirosperilj : and lie has di'ivon away from 
her every lover and every suitor, and to venture to 
speak of espousing her is a aiiUiuieni cause of death. 
And he who flies from him, flies eruelly wounded ; 
and by tlic faith of an Arab, O Anis ! should you 
make any attempt on this damsel, I shall tremble 
for you. Be not then exeited by the charms and 
loveliness you have beheld in her. 

And would you, O Siirlkli, (■xd.niiiod Anis, make 
me forget my love ibr her hy the description you 
have given me of her cousin ? I consent, however, 
to abstain from her, until hei- cousin and his party 
come in quest of her ; then will I try myself agdnst 
him. Accordingly, he ordered Ibla to be treated 
with all honoun, and said vithia lumsdf, If this 
girl even in misery and captivity is so beautiful, 
yebaX. will she be when her heart is at case, and when 
plumped up with good feeding ? 

They journeyed on till mid-day, when lo ! a dust 
sprang up behind them very ranidlv. Mv cousins, 
said he to Nis Di'oim;, iinri^r uii' iieivs oi hum tiiiflt, 
and let me know wiiai mere is ueneatn ii, Tjpon 
this a bun 

Now beneai.u mj;-- imiii. ww- i.iu; ;nriniii. iii iif- 

sert, the CI ta p 

for as soon as Amur neard Ams ucscnpea ov nis 

uncle Malik, he and Bostam immediately gal* 
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loped on till they came up mth the Khitaamiteg, 
and prepared for the contest; and when. BoBtam 
peK^T«l the hone that bad separated from the 
troops, 0 Lion of the Forest, by the Hffe of Ibla's 
two eyes, said be to Antar* let me- engage diese ad- 
vaadng horsemen. There are an hundred of them,' 
but when you in your strength are in my rear, I 
would even meet a thousand horsemen in &ODt>' 
Antar smiled ; Do as you please, wud he, for you 
have adjured me by the most sacred of oaths. 

Upon that, he ^ackened the bridle ef his steed, 
and encountered hundred horsed Among them 
was an obstinate warrior and a valiant lion, called 
Mubadir, son of Ghaylem, and he was Ania's cousin. 
He headed the troops till they came dose up to 
Bostam, when he cried out. Tell me who thou art, 
and whence iliou coniest, before I silence thy life, 
and make thy licad fly alar off. Bostam returned 
him no answer, but plunged down upon him like an 
ea^e, and pierced him through the chest with the 
barb of,luB spear, and it issued out through his 
back. As soon as his couans saw this thrust, they all 
rushed agiunst Bostam Uke ravenous lions, saying, 
O Mul»dir, now thou art no more, the tribe of 
Khitaam is disgraced. They came down upon Bos- 
tam like a doud, crying out to each other, Come on, 
to this demon; take bim pisoner^ And they 
para^ into two diviaons. 

Antat saw tins, and attacked in.ud of Bostam. 
Seventy assaulted him, and thirty rushed agtunst 

yot. 11, . X , 



BcMtam. Antar recdved them with the chest of 
Atjo', and whore he struck he cleav^ asunder ; 
and where he pioced, he anmhilated ; and when he 

shouted at the horses, their feet shook with horror ; 
and when the warriors crowded upon him, he severed 
their skulls. 

Anis heard of the de^th of Mubadir; he ad- 
vanced towards the dust, anxiously expecting the 
return of his people with the prisoners, that he might 
console his heart by slaughtering tlietn, and avenge 
bia cousin, when lo ! out of the seventy horsemen 
that attacked Antar, there appeared only eleven; 
the rest having drank of the cup of perdition. What 
is the matter ? cried Anis, may the curse nf God he 
on the father of your beai-ds ! 

Do not reproach us, O Anis, said they, for our 
actions; had we resisted, our necks also had been 
smote o£F. 'And has all this happened to you at the 
hands of ten horsemen? asked he. Hy the liie of 
your head, they replied, all these calamities are 
owing only to one hero; but be not roused in thy 
anger, be not indignant, for the hke of this knight 
can never be found. His blows would burst moun^ 
t^ns ; his thrusts are death, and truly have we ex- 
perienced horroTB at lus hands; for he snatches up 
a horseman from the field of battle, and strikes an- 
other with him, and on the instant the two are dead. 

Whilst they were thus converang, behold five out 
of the thirty that assailed Bostam came up, and two 
were wounded, crying out " 0- misery I O ruinP 
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Now Auis roared, and his heart was rent, anil his 
alarms and terrors increased ; And what is the eata- 
strophe? he cried. Talk no more, said tliey, for liis 
like we have never- seea- among the Arabs ; and liod 
we followed our own wishes, we had lell him alone. 
Then sud one of the ^e?eii that had engaged Antar, 
Wretches I had you gone with us, jou would have 
. been wdl provided for; not one of ye had returned, 
natber great norsmaU. Anis,in the rage and phrensy 
of his heart, burst into a laiigh : ^o.on^ he cried, 
can credit such nonsense. I tluok, h^'thiabe^n An- 
tar, whom the Sh^kh described, whd mtbf a butjchied 
horse encountered the whole tribe of Eent^^ agd 
slew Mas'liil, son of Tarak, not one of ye had re< 
turned to mention the fact, or tell the tale. Be 
not enraged, be not indignant, 0 Anls, they ex- 
claimed, the equal of this Knight cannot be pos- 
sibly found. We heard him crying out, Unwortliy 
cowards ! I am Antar, son of Shedad, He would 
tear up a horseman from the back of his horse, and 
raise him like a tent-pole, and dasliing liim on the 
earth, confound bis breadth with his length. ; 

Thb then is the slave, cried Anis, whom we were 
mentioning this day ; and should I not slay him and 
extinguish his life, I shall not gain possesnon of his 
bride. But now he is come in quest her, ex- 
claimed they. Anis returned to the spotwhere tht^ 
had alighted, and his heart bcnled like a cauldron ; 
Mid they reposed tiH mormng. 

Now when the piiaoneiB knew of Anlu^s deeds 
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in the conflict, joyftndgladn^'viated them. Well, 
wbat thiDk you efmy advice now? said Oorwah to 
lUp's brother Atnroo. IMd I not tell you to marry 
your rirtcr to Anis, if you wished his neck to be 
hewn ofi^, and you and your comrades to be released? 
Not see That has liappened to his party; and never 
will the knot of his marriage be tied, for An tar will 
render his morrow unlucky, and had you given her 
to him and betrothed her to him as a woman is be- 
trothed, this would hare been no evening to him. - 

And now when Bostam returned to Antar, he found 
thedeadstrewedbeforehim. Had we arrived, AbooU 
fawaris, he cried, a little sooner in the day, not an 
eye of our companione had slept in captivity and in 
bondage. What is, is; replied Antar. Let us repose 
and consult till to-morrow; and they thus continued 
conversing till the mantle of darkness was dispersed. 

And as the day shone at the return of dawn, 
Anis shunted to liis horsemen, and Immersed him- 
self in steel and a bright cuirass: he mounted liis 
horse, and advanced towards his troops. Antar and 
Bostam were both mounted with their nine horse- 
men. Anis poured down, anxious to engage Antar. 
Antar also anatilted Am^ fais- eyes burning. in the 
(Town of his head like firebrands. He marked him 
admiiii^his limbs and eurveying his own riiape and 
form, and aa he was dragging his qie&r bdiind him 
he thus recited: 

" My morning draught is the clearing of heads 
" and breasts ; my sdmitar is my cup — no cup -of 



" wine. My wine is of the blood of warriors, quaffed 
" to Uie music of sword-blades and spears. When 
" I arise in spirits and in joy, I feci a ilame of burn- 
" ing coals in my entrails. I am Anis, son of 
" Madraka, styled the destroyer of men in armour ! 
" In me is a heart bold in battle witli heroes. My 
" custom is to chase the hungry lion from his den. 
" Beware, beware! my garments, my Ibia, are of 
" steel ; my sword is sharp, and my spear pcne- 
" trating. I ahall be raised in ^lory anionc men by 
" your death ; and by it tbey will learn my valour." 
Antar listened to his discourse, and ivas Burprised 
at the insanity of hia passion. Son of a two-thou- 
sand-horned cuckold, he cried, bast thou not heard 
what has happened to others before thee on account 
of Ibla, and in the pursuit of her, that tliou too art 
inflamed with love and distraction for her? — Yes, 
thou son of a coward, I have heaixl of thee before 
this day, cried Anis; after tending camels, thou 
hast been fortunate and prosperous, and tbou hast 
slain a number of vagabond Arabs, and hast de- 
manded thy cousin in marriage by frauds and de- 
ceits. But fate has driven thee lo me, that I may 
hasten thy destruction, and lower' thy honours with 
my Bword, for I have vowed within myself not to 
enter unto thy cousin, till I have made tliee drink 
of the cup of death, and joined thee to those who are 
gone and are dead. And now may God favour my 
rcvenge,and prosper my enterprise ! Having ceased, 
he assailed Antar, and conceived he was to attain 
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his wishes and conquer. Antar was much astonished 
at his ocdona, and launching out into the plain, as 
ho galloped with him ond charged, he thus rephed: 

" Behold the sport of passion in every noble per- 
" son ! hut I have thanked my forbeaj^mc^ ap- 
" plauded my rcBolulion, and the slave has been' 
" elevated above his master : for I have concealed 

toy pasnon, and kept my secret I will not leave 
" a vrotd for the railers; and I will not ease the 
" hearts of my enemies by the violation of my 
" honour. I have borne the evils of fortune, till I 
" have discovered its secret meaning, before even it 
" was concealed. Fortune has been my guide where- 
" ever I am. I have met every peril in my bosom, 
" and' the world can cast no reproach on me for my 
" complexion : my blackness has not diminished my 
" glory. Were this not the colour of my skin, the 
" morning's dawn would not how before me at hear- 
" ing my name. Tribes talk of genealogy as an 
" honour, but the blmv of tJiu sword in the batde is 
" my glory. Others liavs; luiiourcd, but have re- 
" turned confounded as soon they beheld the traces 
" of my form." 

No sooner had he finished his verses than he 
rushed upon Ania like an impregnable mountain ; 
they commenced striking and {nerdng, they en- 
gaged with the cleaving sword for an honr, and 
thai vanidied from the ught, the dust liang over 
them like Bcu^e. Thenecksof the faorsemai were 
extended out towards them, and tibe Urda of death 
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boveredover their heads. VaiiouBdumte bunt &rtb 
among them, and the Khitaamites voaBaateA to 
tfaoF lord, and opposed his disBstroilB fiite. 

Upon this, Boatam and the'Shibaniank'piepai^ed 
fOT the fight TluBis>^a$d^j^t^^tt|e^^]]^tt>uabe, 
cried he. Ibk B'Q%anKd^i£iiS&^ik<l&i^d vt^ififf 
her soul had rerived. '^!^Bte^m^'tipaSaa^^aiB^ 
to the destnicdon of thy &|itag(nuBt^aiid rescu^tfay 
mud from captivity, for- truly be^^atnation u de- 
plorable, and her friends have been slain. Antar's 
heart was sorely grieved at her complaints, so he 
shouted at liis adversary, and attacked him furiously. 
He exhausted him; he terrified him ; he drei7 his 
foot out of his stirrup: he seized hold of him byhs 
girdle; threw down his horse under him, and held 
him suspended in his IkiikI hki- :i sjiiimnv. 

AVIieii the Jvhll Mil, 111 1 ( i,ul . 1 iisoiier, 

they matli.- an atsaull ]■■!■. :,m' lo liiif.-.i:^; h.iu:. but the 
eight harsemen I'liam-.u r. i] ili.^i:. lioaded by Bos- 
tam, all roaring out i.n.!,. ;iiid drivmg th^ 
spears through tlie lu r -l.^i ■! - i ;il=is. Guard yoUr 
prisoner, Aboolfawaris, i-nul l.instam; and'I-imS 
satisfy you in the carnage of the Khitaamites, and ' 
vill make their chiefs dnnk of the cup of reroDge. 

Antar having captured Anis, wished to bind him 
fiist, but he was prevented by bis viident exertiatis, 
and be tried to escape out of lus hands, so Antar 
smote bim on the shoulder, and almost killed him ; 
and having thus wounded bim, he left him stretibed 
on the ground, and jcHoed Bostam in the conflict, 
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and plied his awoid among the £oe. The dnst and 
the sand arose over them skulls under thdr 
feet; and unexpected calnmides overpowered the 
tnbe of Ehit&'am. 

In tfiose days ihae veie kiugbts who could en- 
counter a thousand, and even two thousand of the 
most obstinate horsemen ; having always the ad- 
vantage, and ever unhurt. Now Antar was one of 
those warriors at tha.t period ; for the adored God 
had thus endowed him, and given him a lutky star 
at his Inrth. Moreover, the Iiistorians state in tlieir 
Chronicles, that the King of Heroes had created 
Antar the instrument of his vengeance over all the 
giants of Arabia. 

When the tribe of Khilaam saw that his blows 
were more impetuous than thunderbolts, and tliat 
his thrusts rent open coats of mail, their resolution 
failed : they abandoned their property and their 
flocks, and they dispersed .over the desert hke wjld 
beasts, dastards and cowards as they w^; whilst 
Antarandhiscomradespuraued them ^ they drove 
them out of that countij and desert. Three hun- 
dred of them were slun, and only three of the Shi- 
banians.' Ibla and her maidens bad released Oor- 
wah and her brother from bondage, and as they re- . 
turned to their friends, Antar saluted Ibla, saying. 
Think not, my cousin, that I forget thee, although 
thy father is oppressive and hostile to me. Ibla 
wept at tlie menUon of her father : O my cousin, 
ahe said, thea truly his treachery has destroyed him. 
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No, answered Antar, liiy father is well : I left THa- 
Uk, son of EHng Zohnr, widi him. And he related 
to her all had happened to him ; how he had 
fomid him lying among the dead severely wounded ; 
what be had done to reUeve his auctions v and that 
he had left with Urn his brother SMboob. At this 
detail lUa's sorrows were calmed, and her distresses 
were h^tened. Antar ordered Anis into his pre- 
sence. 

Oorwah and Amroo hastened to the field of car- 
nage,, but could not find him ; for Ank having re- 
covered from the shock that liad stunned him, and 
seong on immense number of his comrades lying 
dead, instantly mounted one of the scattered horses, 
and fled from' the scene. Having in vmn searched 
for faim, they returned to Antar and told him. I 
was too indulgent to him, said Antar; and I. was 
wrong in sparing him. Oli that instead of merely 
wounding Mm, I had put him to death. 

Aboolfawaris, cried Oorwah, repent not of havuig 
spared him. Consider yourself as having liberated 
Idm, and taken his property as his ransom. For 
he wUl be the poorest of all the Arabs: every 
. gnevance and every evil have befallen him. God 
has' driven this booty towards you without trouble. 
And all this is on account of your cousin, the gnu^g 
fawn : for ceitiunly you y/i& never effect y6ur niar- 
riagewilli her till there shallnotbeanchBedoweea 
throughout the desert. 

Antar snuled at tins address. Drive on these 
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flocks, aaid he, and let us return to the land of 
lUyab, tar my heart la with my unde and Frince 
MaHk. 

So the J^lraaiiB drove the fiocks and the cattle, 
Antar at their head, ,and Bostam by liis ade ; and 
the fiame in his heart vas appeased. They con- 
tinned on till ^ey came i^h unto Prince Mafik, 
and Ibla's &ther, and Shiboob. As som as they 
Baw them, they congratulated each other, and Ma> 
Ilk, Ibla's father, thus recited: 

" Alas ! the sea of thy generosity haa flowed to- 
" wards us; the mountain of thy mercy is rwsed 
" sublime on high. Thou art truly Antar the vic- 
" torious warrior in the day of battle, where foes 
" are destroyed. Thine are labours that equal the 
" stars, ever fixed but incorporeal. God is with 
" thee. Behold the cloud of battle is spread out, 
" and the plain flows with the blood of thy foes. 
" Horses trample down their riders through the 
" dust, like tlie hons in the forests. There are the 
" heroes disgraced by thy spear ; there thou meetest 
" them firm and staunch. 0 Aboolfaivaris, eon of 
~ " my l»other, in the lorelinesB of a smihng flice, 
" thou hast proved thy kindness unto roe. Thou 
"hast renved me after extinction. Tfaou hast 
exerted thyself, and die ttibe has been annihilated. 
" Thou bast resusdtated me, aft^ I had tasted of 
" death from wounds, from nusery, and sorrow. 
"Oil vill applaud tiiee in retirement and in pub- 
" lie to tbe world, to my iamily, and to die tribes. 
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" Mayst thou, persevering hero, never fail; let us 
" shadow ourselves beneath tliy shade — let us swear 
" by thy generosity, the best of oaths." 

Far this once Malik spoke with micerity: for 
Prince Malik had softened his heart viA regfoi 
to An tar, during the time he was left with Hm. 
They reposed that night, joying in eadi other ; 
at d&wn they proceeded homewards. But Antar 
took off a large proportion of the camels, male 
and female, and presented them to Bostam, say- 
ing, Aboolyaczan, you have indeed overwhdmed 
me with kindnesses, so take this share and seek your 
own country and your family. And they bade each 
other adieu, Antar proceeding home with his com- 
rades. It will be proper, said Printe Malik to 
Antar, to send forward your brother Shiboob to in- 
form our clan of our arrival, so that niy faliier and 
all tlie tribe of Abs and Adnan may come out to 
meet us, and our friends rejoice, and our enemies 
grieve. 

Antar gave tliis commission to his brother, 
who shot forth like an eagle, till he came into the 
presoice of King Zohdr, and informed him of the 
news. All the tribe of Abs mounted, and in an 
hour they met Prince Malik and Antar. Shouts 
arose &na the tribe of Abs, and joy came upon 
dionall. King Zoh^ embraced his eon, and turn- 
ing to Antar, already on foot: 0 AboolfawarisI 
said h^ you abandcoied' your ^ends and native 
land; you have passed your dme in wandering 
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about, and shall we never see an Kid of your ad- 
ventures? My lord, cried Antar, by the as^Htance 
of God, my circumstances are improved, and my 
affairs arc more tolerable : and he infcHined him of 
all that had passed between turn and Ins unde in 
his passion and rage, and what he bad done in a 
strange land, till he had rescued his unde from 
deadi. King Zobeir tqiplauded Iria Uberality,' and * 
bis exertions, and bis forbearance, and bis modesty ; 
and when they saw the incalculable quantity of 
(aittle he brought with liim, they knew he was bom 
under a lucky star: and they all went down to their 
tents, and friends assembled with friends: the wo- 
men and men rejoiced in the arrival of Antar, but 
lie did not go home till ]ie had made a division of 
the property, and g^ven the largest share to Oorwah 
and his men, and the rest he gave to iiis fatlicr and 
to lus micles, that they might further his wishes. 

Ibla returned home, to the great delight of lior 
fnends and slaves. Iblu had conceived a great af- 
fection for a slave girl that Antar had broug^it away 
as a captive from Kendeh ; her name was Babiat, 
and she was more beautiful than the risbg sun. 
Ibla used to eedc cmisolation in her socie^, and 
used to complain of all her coomn bad GuSb^d^ and 
for hours togetbor .she waxM at and talk with her. 
But Amftiafa, Sam the day of Antar's arrival, toc4 
to hia bed and couch of affliction, it was the con- 
snmmatioa of his grieft; he renounced food and 
sle^; Ins mother nursed him, but all her cares 



Digilized by Coi 



BBBIA mHSABH TO DBITROT IBLA. 



817 



onlj added to his pmns. 0 mj son, she sud, vhat 
calamity oppressca thee? perhapa I may discora 
tbe means of effadng thy afflictions. Mother, the 
origin of this my feeble state aad uy weakness 
springs from a flame in my heart, and the prime 
cause of all is the safety of that Antar, son of She- 
dad. Had Ibia even been slain in any one of those 
affrays, then would the business have been settled 
for ever. Brother, said Relria,if thy purpose is the 
death of Ibia, I will contrive a scheme for her de- 
struction, and prevent Antar from ever seeing her 
ogMn. Execute, my brother, exclaimed Amarah, 
this dreadful deed, and put her to death by some 
stralagein on Antar. Rebia entered his tents and 
began to meditate his plot (we have before stated, 
Kebia was fiill of deceit and fraud), and Iiaving as- 
sembled all his slaves, male and female, he called 
them into his tents: Who of ye has any connexion, 
said he to them, with the slaves and girls of the 
fomily of Carad, let Um inform me, and I will 
fiiiiil all his wishes. My lord, scud one of &em, 
Khemisab, Iblt^B btmdmaiden, lores me aidently. 
Bring ber here^ sud R^ia, and conceal her in my 
tents, till I tell you what she must do. The dave 
«icpreE6ed obedi^ic^ and added^ If I ffve her that 
order, she will nerer, I am sure, on any occanon, 
qiBtouT dwdUngs. Betna filled the sUve^s wallet 
with kabab * and sugar-plums, and having in- 
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stnicted him in the atlfiil tak be sbcnJd tdl Kbe- 
nusah, he sent bim to the pastures with the camels, 
sayiogt Be alone with her, and if yoa like her, 
I will demand her of her master in marriage for 
you, and if any tiling particular should be required, 
it shall be done out of kindness for you, and I will 
marry you to her. As soon as the slave heard this, 
he was oveijoyed, and ran till he reached the pas- 
tures, where he soon made up to Khemisah, and 
told her ull. She was mudi delighted. He brought 
her home ivith htm, and when the day was spent, 
Khemisah prepared to return; but Rebia entered: 
Have you forgotten nie ? Khemisah, said he. In- 
deed I have been very remiss in my attentions to 
you, but we shall be many a day together, and I 
am resolved to purchase you to-morrow morning, 
and will wed you to my slave, this MifWh. Now 
BelHa had a much-loved friend in Shiban; tbcy 
bad been long mutually attached, and he was called 
Moofe-ridj, son of Helal. AAer he had taken hia 
mcasores mth KbemisBh, be sent to Ids fiiend, 
Moufetridj, to request he would send ten h(N:semcn 
to him, that he might return by them a most va- 
lutd>le depont. Mooferridj immediately complied 
mth the demand, and despatched his coudn, Sman,' 
with nine horsemen, under the guidance of Rcbia''G 
slave, saying. Whatever he may order you, oppose 
hi PI not The men travelled on with the slave, 
and when they arrived, he showed them into a 
tent in his naghbouriwod, and pas^g on to bis 
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master, infbrmed him they were come. So he let 
them all into Hs tents, and rec^viug them with the 
greatest attention, he entertained them for three 

days. On tlio fourth day the men stdd, Relna, 
wliat is tlic urgent business for wliich you aent for 
usf He then ordered Khemisah into his presence: 
My purpose, said he to her, entirely rests with you, 
and 1 intend it should be all settled by your means. 
My lord, what is your buaness with me? s^d she- 
Know, Khemisah, continued Rebia, that my brother, 
Amarah, is desperately in love with your kdy Ibla, 
and is near his death. I vi^t him every day, and 
ask him what it is he wants. I wish only, he says, 
to cast my eyes once more on Ibla before tlie de- 
parture of my soul from this world. Now you are 
the only person that can possibly aid liim on this 
prant. As to me I am quite puzzled, and cannot 
get rid of him. As soon as Klicmis^di heard Ilebia''s 
discourse: Let your brother, she cried, walk out 
this ni^t to the lake, whilst -I arrange matters for 
my mistress also to go forth. Bebia snuled, and 
felt assured his plan had succeeded. So be f^gned 
great fondness for her, and presented her an arm- 
letof gold, saying. Take this, it is a free gift to you. 
But she refused it, and returned home. Rebia then 
went to the Sbibanians and told tliem, how the 
business was settled ; Go with them to the lake, 
said he to his slave, and when Ibla comes forth in 
the night, let the troop seize tier and carry her off, 
and return to their own country mth her. And 
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what is this midden's cnme P s^d the Shibanians. 
She is an adulteress, he replied, and has clothed her 
lord in shame, and he is anxious she should be put to 
death in another land. Upon this, Sinan and his 
people went away and concealed themselves in the 
vicinity till niglit, and they had not been stationed 
an hour there, when Ibla approached. For when 
Khemisah returned to Ibla, she saici. Enow tlicn, 
my mistress, that your cousin Antar met me just 
now, and de^res you iviU walk out to tlie lake 
to-night by way of exercise and recreation, for he is 
very anxious to communicate something to yoic. 
When he told me this, he went home to my lord 
Malik's, and I really cannot say whether he was m 
earnest, or whether it was intoxication that set han 
on this plan. Ibla waited till it was dark, and took 
-with her the two maids, Babiat and Khemisah, who 
walked be&re her tUl they came to the lake, when, 
behold 1 Swan ran towards her, drawing bis sword 
upon her, and snatching her off the ground, placed 
her bdund hint. The horsemen dismounted, and 
bound the maids fast, and lefb then lying tm the 
eartli; then returning to the horses, and having 
mounted, they traversed the wilds and wastes, till 
they reached the land of Shiban. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



Bpt Antar, and his brother Shiboob, were in the 
tents of Prince Malik, where they remained uncon- 
sdouB of what hod happenixl till about sunrise, 
when Ibla's mother repairing to the tent in which 
her daughter, and her maid, Rabiat, slept, saw no 
vestige-of them. In an hour the intelligence spread 
throughout the tribe, and Antar also heard it, Alas ! 
he excliutned, wliat can have happened to Ilila ? 
His father Sliedad, and iiis uncle Zakhiiictaljeuad, 
mounted, and also Oorwah, and the sons of Carad, 
find having scoured the desert and the hills, they 
tetumcd late in the day ; and on their way home, 
as they passed by tlie lake of Zatulirsod, they be- 
held Eheiqisah and Babiat fast bound with cords. 
They niqiured for Ibhu Early in the lu^t, they 
replied, same horsemen sezed her; And who, siud 
they, m^e you quit 4ie house? Makers,. stdd 
Balnot, know that Khemisah told my nustress, Ibla, 
that her cousn Antar wished to speak with ber, and 
besought her to go out by night to the lake that he 
might communicate his wishes to her. When she 
heard this, she was much distressed; but we cam^ 
as de«red, when, lo ! some horsemen fell upon us, 
«Bd earned ber off, and bound us. And you, s^d 
TOL. II. r 
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Shedadto Kheniisah^whootderedjroutotdlalltlna 
tolbla? 0 1 my master, she tefdied, take me back 
to the tents and aeeure my inotecfuxt &om Antar, 
and I will relate to you who tos the cause of dus 
sad calamity. Shedad took faer away, and returning 
to the tents, procuredforher protection from Antar, 
when she stated all the story of Rebia, how he had 
pven her an armlet, and engaged to marry her to 
bis stave: but I know not, tthe added, wlielher the 
troop that sazed my mistress was a contrivance of 
Betna''B, or the effect of chance. The liglit became 
darkness in the eyes of Antar. Thou wretch, he 
cried, and hast thou, urged by thy lust, delivered 
thy mistress over to her enemies, witli all the wealth 
and strings of pearls, and jewels, and rubies slie had 
on? Had not my protection been previously in- 
sured for thee, I would destroy thee with tliis sword. 
I am convinced this last plot originates in Rebia, 
and did not I stand in awe of Sing Zoheir, I would 
ply my sword amongst that family Of Zeead, and 
fijst of all would I slay that ruffian Amarah, and 
hiB brother ReUa. 

Just at that mtnoent Emg Zobeu's meSsenga 
demanded their attendance, and when they were in 
iia presence, Malik, Ibla's father, advanced, and 
laluting him, said, It is Rebia alone who is the 
author of Ibla's disappearance ; it is he who has lud 
this plot; he stationed tiiese horsemen by his com. 
numd. My daughter also had on pearls and jewels 
Cbosroe^ conmet mi tiara. Andirficii he had re- 



peated all that Khemisah had stated of Rebia's dis- 
course with her, Bring me Rebia, said King Zoheir. 
He came. Rebia, said the king, have you any 
knovledge of the circumstaiice of Ibla'a miBfortuneP 
Tea, said he, I have beard e£.itt st> I and my bro- 
ther imme^ately nuimted, ttSd. immed over the 
irildBaiid.wastes,biitmcoBldh<l^:i)Otlung of b^r; 
and, indeed, tbis is nd ttiffit^emitj^^ muet n(A 
submit to it, or ve shall iocilr '^eat blame. No 
more of your tricks, excldmedlbla's father; restore 
to me my daughter and all the property she had on 
her, otherwise must I proceed from words to blows 
with you : Khemisah has revealed all your doings 
and your plots against Ibia, 

Cou^n, said Rebia, I excuse you, for indeed you 
have lost a precious Jcncl. Listen not to the words 
of a contemptible slave-girl. She has certmnly been 
aware of the grudge and spite existing between ua ; 
but we must be patient tilt some news of Ibla be re- 
ceived, that if she be still .-jive w c may search out 
the mystery. My father, said Shas, Hebia must 
certainly leave us, and go to the tribe of Fazarah 
till we learn Ibla's fate, and how she disappeared. 

So King Zohor conunanded bim to depart Re- 
bia exptesaeA his submisnon. I will go with the 
&nuly of Zeesd, said he, and I will abandon my 
countiy to AntaTj that he may dear up the faunness 
and teatise his sdiones; but one of^ us will have 
cause to repent. So Bdna departed mth bis men, 
tlinr wives and fiuniUes. 



But Antar remained drooping liis Ijp.kI, and in 
tile greatt'st grief and affliction returned to the 
tents; and thougti tlie sons of King Zolieir endea- 
voured to console hiin, yet his anguish onjy in- 
creased, his eyelids tasted not of the nourishincnt of 
sleep, neiUier would he sdr out of the tents; and 
when he was in the severest agony he sent for his 
Inother Stuboob, and thus addressed hun : 

" I have tisen vith a tortured heart ; weep, then, 
*< shed torroits of tears, O Shiboob, my brother I 
« Hast diou' not ielt the loss of Ibla? Dostdiou 
" not ]uty me ? I have abandoned sleep during ber 
" absence; my anguish and ag<niy are muldpUed. 
" Oq her account I mount my steed no more for 
" my pleasure or for battle. Canst thou behold 

tlie camel returning laden witli her, the object of 
'* all my liopes ? O Ibla ! after this separation shall 
" we over meet, or must I only be excited by the 
" phantoms of my imagination ? This is the work 
" of the family of Zcead, for tliey are men full of 
" dec^t and filthy scum. But shortly will I attain 
" my objects in spite of them, and I wilt hack tbcir 
" limbs with my sword. I have no one but you to 
" relieve my sorrows — but you in the path of trou- 
" bles and calamities. Go, ^en, to the dwellings 
"<^the tribes; obtiun intelUgence of Ibla, and ease 
" my heart." 

Ab soon as Shiboob heard diese rerses, he iiw 
■stantly departed, in order to obtiun intelligence; 
and Adtsr teniained eagerly expecting him, cherilh- 



in^ aSiction night and (i!w^> aocl pasniig lus time in 
tears and medltatioii. 

But ReVia reached the tribe of Fazamh ; and 
when the Sheikh Beder knew of his arrival, he met 
him with his chiefs, and rejmced ; he nused his dig- 
nity, and congratulated him. Nobje chiefs, said 
Hehio, verily we are greatly troubled by the oppres- 
sion of this infernal slave, but we forbear on ac- 
count of King Zohetr, and are fearful of disturbances. 
I thought it better, therefore, to quit them, and 
take up my residence uniler your shadow. He in- 
formed them of the loss of Uila, and tlie (lisgraces 
he liad incurred on licr account. Bedcr received 
him with great attention and kindness, and said to 
his son Hadifah, You must be parficuiarly allentive 
to this man, for he is one of the Sheikhs of Abs and 
Adnan; let him he conducted to one of the best 
halMtations, Hadifah acted accordingly, and con- 
ducted the tribe of Zeead to the priudpal station, 
and as soon as they were reconciled to thar abode, 
and Rcbia feit secure on the subject of Ibla, he was 
quite overjoyed, particularly when he heard of the 
predous jewels she had with her. He formed a 
thousand conjectures in his mind, and would say, 
If any news of her should come to liglit, and that 
black go in quest of her, he will rescue her, and all 
that property will be lost to nie, and I shall not 
succeed in my expectations. I must certainly go 
after her myself, and bring about her death. He 
Goasulted vdth Bed^ on the pcdnt : Itisforyouto 
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comtDand, taid he, iTyou wish I will attend you. 
But Rebia bxdc lesve of him, and travclkd on till 
be reached the tribe of Shibai], and presenting him- 
lelf to Mooferridj, son of Halal, O chief, said he, 
what hare you done mth that maiden that I sent 
you with your coueoq ^nan P She is here, he re- 
plied, in my tent, but she is nearly dead. And the 
garments, and pearls, and clothes, and jewels? de- 
manded Rebia. I have seen nothing of them. Bald 
Mooferridj : but 0 Rebia, who is this damsel ? She 
is Ibla, he replied, the daughter of Malik, and 
Antar's betrothed wife; end then he related all the 
preceding circumstances. Mooferridj shuddered as 
he listened. O Rebia, siud he, I have been your 
friend for years and years, but how could you have 
the heart to smite me by these sour grapes ? By the 
protection of an Arab, had I known she was the 
wife of Antar, I would not have admitted her within 
my tent had she been mistress even of my life and 
death. Take her away, Rebia, get me clear of this 
business, and bring not upon me trouble and vexa- 
tion from Antar. Mooferridj sent for Sinan; he 
came, and loolung at Rebia, quickly understood the 
ognal. Rebia inquired about tlie property; he 
produced the whole, and nothing was misang but 
what Sinm had g^vcn as a bribe to the horsemen. 
When' Mooferridj saw all this wealth, he trembled. 
Vfhat do you intend, Bebia, he cried, to do with 
this property? Do you, eaid Rebia, take half, and 
I will.t^e half. Let ub murder the ffrl, and there 
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will be an end of it Agreed, said McM^Oii^ ; and 
he then raised his head to s slave whom be had 
brought up : he imparted the secret to him. He 
was called Baslutrab, whi of Meneea. O Baaharah, 
Bud Z wi^ you would, take away tluB damsel, 
and carry her out to the desert, and murder ber. 
Bury her in the sandhills, and should any cxie 
question you about her, say, her family came and 
took, her away. They remained quiet till niglit, 
when Baaharah attended to ask his master's permis- 
non to murder Ibla, which being granted, HeluB 
gave him a poniard, saying, Sacrifice her with this, 
and take it as a present for yourself, that you may 
remember me by it for ever. 

Basbarah mounted his horse, and speeded to the 
tent where Ibla resided, lie placed lier behind 
faim, and whilst they were pnaceeding, Whither, she 
ciied, are you going to carry me in this obscurity? 
To drink the cup of death, he replied, for my master 
has commanded me to lull you. On bearing tlua, 
she impt and screamed aloud, aod called <»i the 
name of Antar through the wUds. When the slave 
saw what abe was about, he turned aade out of .the 
rood, and descended into a deep valley, trad made 
her alight from the horse ; he bound both her hands ; 
he drew out the poniard, and was about to deal a 
Ipeedy blow, when, lo! a man pounced upon him 
Hkeamalc ostrich, and struck him with a dagger be- 
tween the shoulders, and, lo ! he was swimming in 
htsbbrnd. Fear not, cried her r^ouer, I nmtliy slave 



.ShibooV Ab soon as' she lecc^ised him all ber 
fesre vanished. And vhere U the Uon-wanior, thy 
luutherF she demanded. '. With the tribe of Abs, 

Killed Shiboob, suffering in jour absence every 
agony and anguish. I sot out to search for yon; I 
have been wandering about from tribe to tribe these 
fifty days, dll I clianced to meet you here, and the 
Lord of life and death brought me to jou, and this 
happy event just happened as I was despairing of 
you, and had resolved on returning home. But I 
heard that Rchi.T was in this quarter with Moofer- 
ridj. So I said within mjseif, I must certainly 
learn something of him, and I concealed myself in 
the country till I came thus toyim, aud rf'rued you 
from annihilation. And ivhat aiv ymi dt tiTiiiiiicd 
to do ? said Ihla. I will first finish this fellow, said 
Shiboob ; I will then take you anay, and go home 
\ritli you. Alas! said she, I .nevei expect to see 
hixne unless my brave Antar is with me. Ah 1 whece 
art thou, and tbou, my Baln^t, my comfort in 
my Buccesuve calanutiesP O Ibla, said Shiboobj 
BaluBt is nearly dead with excessive grief, and the'^ 
tears she bos shed for your misfortunes. Thus 
saying, he ran towards the slave to finish him. He 
found him seated on the ground, Ustening to all 
that passed, bis woinids jireveiitiiig hiisi from speak- 
ing; but when he saw Shiboob rise to put an end 
to him, O yoimg man, he faltered out, by the faith 
of an Arab, spare me, whilst I put one question to 
you, ajid I wilt ^ve you ^orae hints that may prove 
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(^'benefit to you. Do not expose yourself to. 
sudi perils, for by whatever road you go there will 
be also friends and foes. Ask what you please 
md relieve your heart, cried Shiboob. Bjiow, said 
the slave, son of my aunt, I was the lover of a dam- 
tel called Batnat; she was like theiisiag sun. She 
and I were both brought np under the favour of 
our master, Mooferridj, son of Helal, md love for 
her took pcAsesnon of my souL The troubles of 
the times tore her from me, uid I have' never heard 
her name mentioned by any mortal but you, noble 
bom; and as soon as I heard you meotion her, life 
returned unto me on her account I now request 
you to inform me truly whether this maid has been 
with you a long time, or only lately. This maiden, 
said Shiboob, formed part of my brotlicr Antor's 
plunder amoiifr the prisonera lie reseued from Anis, 
son of Madraka. He tlien told Iiim how Ibia bad 
been made captive in the land of Klyab, and how 
she had taken an affection for Kabiat when they 
were prisoners, perceiving her varied cheerfuhiess 
and melancholy. He also gave him such distinct 
^escriptiooB of Eabiat, that the. slave's grirf arid 
snguish greatly increased. - It is, it'is my beloved 1 
he exclumed ; but it is now near day, I fear some 
unlucky accident. Tell me first what you intend to 
dawithlblaP Ifyouti^herawayanddq>art,the 
horse will pursue us, and bring nusery and destruc- 
tion upon us, and restore us to BeUa,- and he will 
speedily put ui all to death, and thus our puns and 
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trouble wiU be thrown sway. The most sdnsable 
plan ia, that you return to joar brother Antar and 
scqumnt him: let hiu act as in his vrisdom he may 
think prudent, and come luther; thus -will our 
hopes be realized. I will return irith Ibla in the 
mean time. I will conceal her mth my mother, and 
present myself to my master, Mooferridj, andRebia, 
and tell tht^in I have ^l^iin the Abuan damsel, and 
that this is her blood streaming over my clothes, 
this blood now flowing from my own wound, and 
1 will w^t patiently expecting your return to this 
country. How con I depend on you ? stud Shiboob. 
How can I trust your word after the deed you un- 
dertook ? Let this wound which yon gave me, he 
cried, be my security. But you were to be excused 
for that, for you knew not the secret of the story. 
, Being thus conyinced of liis sincerity, Sliiboob 
al») felt aware he ould iml travel with Ibk over 
the desert unless his brother Antar were with him. 
Basbarah is nght, sud Ihla: return and tell your 
farDthatocomeiritfaa.partyof Abmans; tJiusmll 
my afflictions cease: then we .viU all go off and 
Basharah with us. Shiboob approved the advice, 
and having stipulated mth Badiaiah, and made 
bim swear by the Great Creator tint be woiild not 
decdve or betray him, be set out. But Baslnrafa 
took away Ibla, and returned home with her. He 
placed her in the best apartmmL He cherished 
her on account of Rabiat, ins beloved, and she waB 
dearer to him than any of his family or tribe. 
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So behtdd, ye wise, the mercy of God! hb power 
is nunifestl How beautiM m his worksl See 
how Bashotah went out to murder Ibla in hb de- 
temunatioD, Init^dMnietiinuti^^ind be would with 
joy hmre eodosedidliB^itlli^l^iile-je^^ 
Aarah did not enter the' flvelliijgs till the lights' 
were all out, and all voices alenced ; then he woik 
unto his mother, and infanncil her of all that had 
happened to him, and having desired her to conceal 
Ibla, and recoinnii'mlod her to attend on her, he re- 
puted to his :u}d congratulated him, and 
Bebia, who, 0:1 soLiiii; liiin and the hlood on his 
clothes, poured forili iluuks and blessings, saying, 
O Basharah, liast thou indeed done uh,it iv« or- 
dered thee to ilo ? Yes, my lord, ailid he, 1 have 
fulfilled all your hopes, and this blood is the proof 
of my sincerity. 

Rebia ivas exceedingly pleased and happy. He 
instantly rose up, and put on Ba^arah his own vest 
and turban. But, said Moofenidj, Relua, we must 
remain here no longer: to-morrow I will go with 
you to King Numan. They reposed that night, 
and Mooferridj having recommended his wife and 
&mily to the care of Basharah, and having also d^ 
livered over to him the chai^ of his treasures end 
wealth, tliey departed. 

In the meantime Shiboob travelled night and day 
till ho came near home. In his heart was a burning 
fiame on account of Ibla and his brother, for he had 
left him in a state of the deepest misery and afflic- 



tion. Antar, indeed, indulged in sorrow beyond 
bounds; his melancholy increased upon htm; he 
was miserable and restless. Kng Zohm's sihis 
renounced thnr rides for his sake, and every one 
comforted him as they tould, either with thdr sym- 
pathy or their raillery. "When Aiitar perceived how 
they railed at him, he resolved on fixing his residence 
on Mount Soadi, but lie stayed quiet that night, 
and dcterminnl to remove the next day. About 
midnight, when he was contemplating the stare, oc- 
cupied with his love for his mistress, Lchold Shi- 
boob entered, Antar could scarcely recognise him, 
so much altered was lie by fatigue and grief, by 
watching at night, by want of sleep, by fear, and 
thirst, and hunger. At the sight his heart was 
nearly bursting, and he cxclaimeil, O my bi'other, 
your long absence has almost destroyed me, and I 
dreaded also your death. Here I am anxiously ex- 
pecting you; and he sighed from his sorrowing 
heart, and thus spoke in verse : 

" O, my brother Shibool^ tell me qiiitJtly, per- 
" hsps sorrow will be effaced from my heart 
*' Haste, haste, inform me, my heart is melted with 
**affiictioQBaiKlgrie&; if indeed my hopes of Jbla 
" will be fulfilled to-day before I die, let. her come 
" with speed. Son of my mother, what a wretch I 
*' am, alienated, separated, and in affliction ! Daugh- 
" ter of my uncle, O how I am oppressed I Grief 
" has fixed its reddence in my heart They tliink 
" I can be consided ogmnst thy love. NoIbyHim 



who spoke from the Mountj my eyes have re- 
nounced all enjoyment in tliy absence ; for thee I 
have endured reproaches and riiillerv. I niournud 
tliee in tears and blood — 1 w ept I'or thee on the 
plains and the mountains. For ihee my frame 
is exhausted and worn. 1 am become a tale and 
a proverb by my tears — I will traverse the rug- 
ged hills — I will follow tlie track of lovers over 
every desert. Whilst I hve ivill I pm^\ie their 
tracks over the whole earth, or let deatli Ire 
at hand. I will raise the dust and tlie storm, and 
the sword of India shall draw blood from theheads. 
I will empty the world of its iiibubltants, and will 
darken the deserts and the mounliiins. In thy 
absence I have not raised myself on a horse — 
never has my hand grasped the spear — never, 
never have I drawn the cieaviiifi; sword — never, 
never have I succeeded in my liopes. I have 
abandoned the cup with my companions, and 
sweet sleep has fletl from me. I have renounced 
wine and sleep til! tlie moment I shall see her. O 
' that death would overtake me I I have renounced 

■ the goblets and the cups with iill my comrades of 
the tribe. Son of my mother, explain and speak, 
for my heart is on fire ; my boily is in torture ; 

■ my strength fails, powerful and strong as I was. 
O Ibia, couldst thou but see me, and all the sor- 
rows of the anguish and misery that have beset 

' me, and the constant never-ceasing grief — the 
' tears— the lamentations and sighs ; — couJdst thou 



" but see then mnldit tliou -mep in jxty fat 
" the woes that have descended into my heart. 
" Alas I how oft have I home the burdens of love 
" for thee, 0 Ibla I no one could have borne such. 
" Hadst thou loaded me even with a mountmn, the 
" son of Shedod had endured it, and it would hove 
" been no weight; but when, 0 Ibla, after this ab- 
^ sence shall we two agun meet in the same home ? 
" Forbearance is extinct, so great are the calamities I 
" have suffered by separation, absence, and sorrow, 
" The family of Zecad are my grieviirce ; they 
" have reduced me to shame, and I am a tale 
" among them. They seem secure from the vitas- 
" situdes of night and enmity, but there are changes 
" of day and fortune, when I will destroy them all 
" in the day of battle 1 The blade of India sliall 
*' free me Scorn troubles ; do they not know that I 
" am the hero that has withstood every hero in the 
" coatnt P My deeds, 0 Ibla, are fair ; my seat is 
" on lugfa above the planet Saturn. If I dday any 
" longer in tabii^ Tratgeance aa those nunions fi» 
" what they have done to me, let them abuse Antar 
" on all occasions ; let him be branded with the 
" name of coward. But have you seen the land to 
" which Ibla is gone, or the quarter, or the simd- 
" hill ? My patience is at on end, O Shiboob, and 
" my sleep has pointed at what will happen. There 
" is none but you, my happy brother, to clear it up 
" irathout delay. So haste, ex^lun what you have 
" encountend; conceal notluiig, you lord of Btm- 
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" tagcms — relate it now. Speak to me, that my 
" heart may be eased of its anxieties — ^you are my 
" treasure, my hope amongst mankind — haste then 
" to speak — be speedy in thy narrative !" 

Despair not, 0 my brother, said Shiboob, and 
thus replied in Terse : 

" O Aboolfawaris ! passed is all sorrow and 
" anxiety — happiness is at hand and triumph, son 
" of my mother, be consoled about Ibla, she is 
" safe; no affliction or harm has ever touched her. 
" Hear my story and what I have encountered in 
" my expedition, for in it is what might astonish 
" the most experienced of mankind. I roamed 
" over tbe tribea and every n^on, the vall^s, and 
" tbe mountainB; behind them I Idt my track; - 
" how many countries have I traversed that ate 
" barren wastes, wh^ nought is to be seen but 
" weeds and sand; I crwaed the deserts like a 
" skulking wolf, and moved without tamible or pam 
" to myself : into the deserts I launched, the stones 
" struck fire, and the parched sands Morched me, 
" till I reached Sanaa, and Aden, and Zebad, but 
" heard no news of her. I traversed every country, 
" every mountain, and left no one in the wilds 
" untried— but I saw her not, neither did I hear of 
" her ; tliere were no signs, no tears. Then I went 
" to the land of Irak, and how many mountains did 
" I traverse on my journey, but I persisted in 
" scouring the land, and I became like a dry fjnnnlj 
" or a mt^hedgdiqg, and die desert ww on flames^ 
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" and the rajs blazed on the piouhtiuns, and Bparks 
" of fire burnt from my eyes, till I reached the 
" huid of Irak, and thai in sadness I went towards 
" the tribe of Shiban : I went to them by night in 
" fear, and there I heard some news, I was walk- 
" ing out, my heart fuU of vexation, when two per- 
" sons appeared before me in the middle of tlie 
valley. I drew my trusty dagger from my side; 
" one of them was like a mountain, and was about 
" to kill the other, lying in tears on the ground, 
" I hastened on and struck liini a speedy blow, ir- 
" resistible and never failing, I wouiidetl hirci, and 
" then approached liis enemy, fearful of the eflects 
" of my blow* and the blood that gushed fixim him. 
" I a]^roB(^ed the pnacm, that J mi^t diBthiguish 
" the one I had stabbed, and who was the other; 
" when the last saw me coming fonrard, he cried, 
" Art thou a demon tx a man F Who art thou, tell 
'.' me, for I see thou artfull of sonow and grief. I 
(< bebng to the noble Abaana, said I, a tribe en- 
" nobled amongst the Arabs. Hasten, O Shiboob, 
" one exclaimed, my hope, my joy I And at the 
" voice my breath was almost exhausted; I recog- 
" nised llie speech at once; I knew it was Ibla, and 
*' her tears were flowing. She repeated her words like 
" one demanding reliel'fruui calamities and troubles. 
" My lite is tliine, son of my uncle, rescue iiie, ehe 
" cried. Be composed, said I; fear and doubt are 
" removed from thee. Then the slave too addressed 
^*me, saying) .1 am. Basbarah, and. my fitoiy.I 
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will relate quickly. I have a country woman 
" whose name is Rabiat; she is my beloved, and 
" she was taken prisoner. I lost her, and my soul 
"adored lier; on her act()unt grief and sorrow 
" overwhelmed me. I have hoard she is gone to 
" the tribe you have mentioned. O, niiister, have 
" you any news of her ? I have intelligence of lla- 
" hiat, I replied ; she lives with us, and passes a 
" happy life ; and when he heard me he rejoiced. 
" He threw himself before me, and the tears hurst 
" from his eyes; he stood up wliilst my arm sup- 
" ported him, and he made peace with me ; he said, 
" Ibla has escaped tlie perils that surrounded her. 
" Do you also escape under tlic night to your bro- 
"ther; let him come with a troop of friends. 
" Speed, speed away, before Mooferridj discovers 
" me; he expects me in llio morning. So I have 
" come in my fears, like a blast of irind, even like 
" the lightning when it dn/zlcs the sight. So come 
" to us ; let us traverse tlie desert in the dust with 
" some trusty Absian chiefs. Rescue your cousin, 
'' and liberate her from tlie vicissitudes of fate and 
" fortune. I am come with this intelligence, and 
" you have heard it, and all is true." 

When Shiboob had finished, Antar was all amaze- 
ment, and his heart was filled wltli delight and jov, 
and his rage agfunst Rebia increased. He imme- 
diately sent for Rabiat, and gave her information of 
Basharoh: You may trust to him, said she, for I 

am sure he feets as much affliction in my absence, 
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as you do in the ceparatioa from my iDHtFess, Ibla. 
But may God destroy that Helia for liis con- 
trivances ! it is evident the plot is hh. Antar thus 
consoling hinuelf in conversatioa with Shibcxib and 
Rabiat till the morning white appeared, sent for 
Oorwab, and told htm the news. 0 AboolGt- 
vana, atad he, whpt do you intend to do? I wiidi, 
said Antat, to make a dreadful impression on that 
family of Zeead. This resolution, said Oorvah, is 
hy no means wise. The best plan is to conceal tbe' 
circumslance of Ibla's discovery, so that my inter- 
ference may not appear in the business ; for tt would 
go to Sliiban ; Rebia and Mooferridj would gMn 
the information, and would soon manage to take 
Ibla awaj from the slave ivith whom she now is ; 
all the world would know it; and all your trouble 
would fail, and you would not succeed in your 
object. Antar felt convinced Oorwah's advice was 
just. Well, my brother, said he, you and I will then 
proceed with ten horsemen to the presence t£ ^Sing 
Zoh^, mi will salute him and hte sons, and wilt 
secure his faHi and friendship ; and when lie asks 
how I am, I will eonceal from him «4uit haa passed, 
but say to him. Sons <^ my undes, s long time has 
now passed, and I despair of my counn Ibltt. I am 
convinced she is now entirely lost to me ; I feel as- 
suredthathe who took, her away with all that wealth 
must have put her to death. I am now under great 
alarms for my brother Shiboob, for should he have 
fallen among some enemies, they may have slain 
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him or made bim eaptiT& I am anxinu^&erefbi:^ 
to learn fats &te. I iriU wandec about for thne 
days, and then return. This is just the tinng, said 
Oorwah. So he sent for his particular comrades, 
and they all moimted and came to him ; Antar and 
Oorwah also mounted, leaving Shiboob at home. 
They proceeded to King Zohdr, and saluted him. 
Antar related what we have stated above. O Abool- 
&wans, he said, this is highly becoming of you, and 
rery proper. Fate and destiny canitot be avoided, 
and what is passed is irrevocable. No one in the 
vorld has been able to perform what you have im- 
posed upon yourself, but do not destroy yourself for 
such trifling con^derations. King Zoheir and his 
sons were highly pleased at Antar's expedition, 
and all their sorrows and vexations disappeared. 
Late in the day Antar returned hcone, and he 
groaned alaud : be wished to aieep, hat ibs excess 
of his agony jxeveated lum. He sent for 0(xwab, 
and told hka he was iCGoIved oa Hhe expeffition, to 
wluch Oorwah instandy assented, nod ctaommucated' 
the same to his companions. About midnight An- 
tar set out, joined by Oorwah and his assotnate^' 
who were waiting for him, and took the road to the 
land of Irak and ihe land of the tribe of Shiban. 
By Antar's side were Oorwah and his horsemen, 
and before him went Shiboob, who showed them 
the way by the springs and the lakes. 

Now Belna and Mooferiidj departed for the ter- 
r^MUBctf King Nimum, and intnxlaced themselves 
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to him. He jsc&tved them hos^tably. They re- 
lated what they had done to Ibla, and tliatthey had 
di'rided her property. Bebia recited some couplets 
of verses. So Uie king gave him & robe of Iwnour, 
and pud him all manner of attenti<m, giving lum 
presents and donadans, and feasted him three days. 
Soon after Rebia asked permis^on to return, which 
was accordingly granted, with many presents, and 
many valuable proofs of kindness and liberality. 
He set out for liia native land, and pursued liis 
journey in alt haste till there only remained one 
night between him and the tribe of Abs, wlien In; 
alighted, and was exceedingly pleased at aJl tlic fine 
tljings King Numan had jriven liini. That spot was 
called Rikaya Beni-M^lik, He sent on a. slave to 
announce himself to his brothers tliat they might 
come out to meet him. 

. Nov Antar went on traversing the wilds and 
deserts till he also came to the place called llikaya 
Beni Malik. Let us halt ho:^ sud he to Sbiboob; 
but when he percdved some horses and horsemen 
already there, he stad again [o Shiboob, Look out 
and see who these are. So Sliihoob immediately 
went on and returned, saying, Know then, my bro- 
ther, this is your friend Rcbia. Antar was over- 
joyed at this. My opinion, said iie to Oorwah, is, 
that lie sliould assault tliem this very night without 
delay, and make them taste of sorrow and misery. 
Do as you please, was Oorwah's reply. Cou^s, 
said Antar, let not one of you cry out, 0 by Ab&, 



O by Adiiaii ! but let thu cry bo, 0 by Culitati ! 
They all agreed, and mounted ihoir horsvh, and set 
up one general shout tliat made the earth tremble 
after it had been silent. He that was seated rose 
up, and the sleepers woke, and the cry was, O by 
Adnaii ! O by Cahtan ! They poured down their 
swords among them ; Rebia was snon wounded, 
and all his property taken. What will you do 
with all these things? said Antar to Shiboob. It 
will be adviseable, my brother, answered SUboob 
to drive away all these he and she camels to the . 
pastures and mountains, but as to these chests let 
us buty them in the sand till w^ return home ; but 
^ese mules we mil take them along with us fir the 
baggage. ' You are quite iight,'Shiboob, said Oor- 
wah. So they turned out the camels to the pastures 
with ten horsemen, and buried the chests in the 
sand, and on the mules they loaded die pnm^ons 
and baggage, and then pursued their course to the 
land of Irak. Antar was in an ecstacy of love and 
anxiety, and being much delighted also at this acci- 
dent, he thus exchumed: 

*' My love is excessive ; my patience exhausted ; 
" so take me by the hand, and do not add fresh 
" sorrow to what I already feel. Stop, ye railers, 
" provoke me no more, for I have no support for 
" my frame but the remains, of my forbearance. 
*' How many nights have I complained in anguish, 
" whiUt absence lighted the flame of love in my. 



" boBom, and when tlie bird mourned in the dark- 
" ness of tlic niglit, I grasped my wiust with my 
" hand in anguish, O bird of the tamarisli, sing 
" as thou listest, for thou liveat secure from tlie 
" vicissitudes of fortune and sorrow ; thou hast only 
*' lost thy mate whom (hou lovedst, as I liave lost 
" my love far away from home. Talk of die lughts 
" thou hast passed as the most brilliant days in en- 
" joyment, but still than caUest from the branchea, 
" O songster. O, my master, fear not in the day of 
f battle when thou' aeeot the flash c€ swords and 

coats of mail, meet tiie spear and the charing 
" warriors; die honoured, and bow to no one. But 
" let me appease myself on him who opposes me as 
" long as I am lord of this breath in my body. If 
" I do not let alone the birds of the atmosphere 
*' hovering over the dust, no moisture will ever 
" water my heart." 

They thus continued traversing theroads.and pass- 
ing the waters and the springs, tih they reached the 
land of Irak. Antar was led along by his passion till 
there onlyremained between him and the land of Shi- 
ban one night. It will be well, said Shiboob, to con- 
ceal yourselves here, whilst I go and learn some news 
for you, and meet Basharah, and I will speedily re- 
turn. Away, then, Omybrother,criedAntaT,andlet 
not your absence be long. Shiboob put on a long- 
sleer.ed garment, and dodied himself Bke a sUtre of 
Syria, and passed on till he neared the dwellings of 
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the tribe of Shiban. In haste he sought the shep- 
herds, of whom he might uiq\rire about Baaharah ; 
for he had never seen him by the light of the day, 
and had never met him but by night. So he was 
coniultitig mth lumself about it, and in what way 
he should introduce lumself among the tents, when 
a htnwman appeared ambling along, and wander- 
mg about out cS the road; he aghed from aa 
oppressed, heart, and thus expressed himsdf in 
Terse: 

" Western breeze that blows from Hadjir, O 
" breathe my salutation to my absent love. Perhaps 
" my Babiat will return my compliment, and will 
" in mercy bestow a thought on her wanderer, O 
" Ibli, if thy cousin is consoled without thee, fear- 
" ful of the men of my tribe — should ho abandon 
" thee, should he forget thee, I will conceal thee in 
" mine eyes from the fear of thy foes. Sliould any 
" accident have happened to Shiboob, should the 
" bowels of the battle-field, or the tomb contain him, 
" then to command is with the Almightv God, 
" who executes his destined will on his creatures." 

As soon as this horseman had finished, his tears 
diased down lils checks. But as Shiboob heard 
lum,lus heart fiutfcrcd, his eagerness increased, he 
understood die words and their import, and he was 
convinced it must be Badiarah, so he answered him 
in the ibllowing lines : 

" God has not abandoned Antar, nor that famous 
" fellow Shiboob ; but lie has come to ygu in' all his 
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" Ab^an udour, and a ttoop has followed him— 
" tiied moi— each a lioi^ ennobled bj the sword. 
" Fierce with his Baraitar, like a pitiless hytena, 
" he encounters the chests of the steeds, stem as 
" tliey are ; and lie cleaves the skulls of his ibes 
*' with his falchion. His deeds are extolled among 
" the people like the flowering spring." 

When Shihoob had finished his verses, he con- 
tinued — God has not let loose the calamities of the 
time upon Antar; he is not consoled for Ibla ; he 
has not betrayed her ; hut lie has come to you witli a 
troop with which he ivill engage the \\ hole trihe of 
Shiban, were there even \viili tlieni tlie friends of 
.Solinian. Shiboob ran up to liiui and kissed his 
knee, and made himself known to him. 

Basharah wept with joy at Shiboob's arrival, and 
all his afflictions vanished ; he acquainted him with 
the i^isence of Hs master in the cities of Eborasan, 
but that he did not depart without ^ving him faH 
power over his treasures, and his property, and his 
wife and children, and family : and I am resolved 
to take all hi; property away with lAe, and repair ta 
my beloved Rabiat In the mean time, let Antar 
and his friends lie concealed in the wide waste, and 
alight in the valley of Nika, on the road to the 
mountains of Radm. But as soon as we amve, let 
them rush out upon us, and ply their swords among 
us; let them not spare a single slave, and tlieti we 
will proceed in safety. Wait, and I will bring Ibla 
to ydu. 
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Basbarah mounted his horse and returned. Now 
Ibk was ever in the most anxious state of expecta- 
tion; night and day she wept. Daaharah's moUier 
mdeaTouted to console her with tales and stories, 
and Bashatsh did the saip^ntl^ down hj ber, and 
questioniiig her about lUInat, tuad would thus ddm 
away her sorrows : and never did he quit her till she 
slept. This was her continual custom till the tUgbC 
he encountered Shiboob, So when he came to her 
at this unusual hour, he saw her drowned in team, 
and sigliing from ber overcharged hemt;;. she was 
invoking ber native land and home, aiid ^us ex- 
pressing herself in verse ; 

" My transport is extinct, my anxieties augment, 
" and will not give way, and this is the state of my 
" love. By your existence — Come, come, ye travel- 
" lers, be kind, restore my heart, and have compas- 
" sion on my withered frame. Say to the tnbabit- 
" ants of Hedjaz, you have left IbJa enduring the 
" pangs of death for love of her songster. Ye have 
" witnessed my condition, my separation, my forogn 
" dwelling; and with you is there no one to come 
" after me, and no one toaid meP J am every day 
" and ni|^t expiing of Ioto ; and the song of the 
" dove pidnB me when it »ngs. My sorrow, my 
" irritation, my anwety destroy me continually; so 
" I weep In affliction when I hear you. Alas, olos ! 
" will Basharali come to me, nill be tell me my af- 
" flictions are at an end ? O eons of my uncle, will 
" ye not come to me, and will ye not think of ap- 
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" peaaiiif my Borrows ? Ye have iRokoi the com- 
" pact, ;e have denied mjr lore; ye liave abandoned 
" me as a &wn in a fbr^gn land. If in your jour- 
" ney ye pass by the land ei£ Aalidj, restore to me 
" my heart, and pty my agonised frame. I oom- 
" plidn, but tba« is no one to remove my grief; 

there is no (me to partake my afflictiinis, or Bhare 
" my sonovra." 

Aa soon as he heard thes3 lines, he entere.1 O 
my nuBtress, said he, Bashanih is now come with 
good tidings — and he told her all that had occurred. 
May God render all your tidings good, cried Bhe; 
and may he jma your virtues to your beloved ! 
Then he clothed her in the garments of a man of 
Shiban, put on a turban and a vizor, and mounted 
heron a noble steed; he ^rdedher on a sword, and 
conducted her out of the tents till he gave her over 
to Shiboob. Take your mistress, smd lie; do not 
Btop till you are with your brother, and tell him to 
be of good cheer. 

Shiboob rose up and saluted Ibla, and having 
thanked Basharah for hia conduct, he set out for 
his brother ; and when he came towards him, he 
found him much a^tatedaboutlum; but he started 
up, and having embraced lUa, and kissed hex be- 
tween the eyes, he made him relate all about Ba- 
sh arah and his plans, and th«se &ey remuned in 
e:q)ectation of the event. 

ButBasbarah,iri)en he retumed, having dehvawd 
up Ibla, wrote a letter as if fnnn lus master Moo&r- 
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ridj, and introdudng himself to a cousin of Moo'er- 
ridj,nhovaB called Malik, sonof Hoosan, Know, my 
lord, B^d he, that I have recdved a letter from my 
master, in which he thus states — Smm, O Basharah, 
the IGng of Tertm has sent me intb die dties of 
Ehotasan, and \rith me xaae Faaan troops, that X 
may reduce for faim some dtiea tibat hare revolted 
against him. An itomenae number of people ixe 
collected about me, and are greedy in sdzing all 
manner of property. I have therefore resolved on 
escaping by flight, and my desire is, that you load 
all my wealth, and treasures, and goods, and secure 
them all in the mountains of Bjidm, and the valley 
of Rami: now, I am determined to execute his 
orders. 

When Bash arah had thus communicated the letter, 
he assembled his master'sslaves, and chose out ofthem 
fifty stout fellows, and bavmg sent them to the pas- 
tures to i'etcli him tivo hundred strong camels, he 
entered the magazines of wealth, and took out all 
the chests of goods that were there, precious jewels, 
and left nothing but useless articles, tattered tenta, 
brc^en tent-pates, and patched cushions. By the 
evening the pacldng vas all &uBhed. So he nused 
the ba^jage on the backs of the camels, and he and 
his mother set out in the be|jnning of the night, and 
travelled on till they came ni^ to the mountains of 
Badm and the valley of Rami They were just 
about crosnng the valley, when a troop of Absians 
burst out upon them, shou^g aloud ; and as sooa 
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as Basharah lioari! tlic cries of tliu tiorsemen lie was 
delighted ; lie goaded on his lioisc towards Antar, 
and saluted liirn, rocogiiizinfr him hy the length of 
his form, aud the pvoiligiousness of his figure. My 
lord, siud he, ply thy sword amongst this filth, seize 
alt this property, and bring ahoutameeting between 
me and my beloved Kahiat, so beautiful and so full 
of grace: then he thus continued in verse; 

" By thee glory is exalted ; by thee hcmoura are 
" elevated. The Arab and the Fer»an can never 
"attain thy superian^. Thoubastexbitntedbntrcry 
" and intrefudity, 0 warrior, and there b nnt a title 
" that does not belong to thee — men labour in the 
" acquisition of wealth, but glory is thy only object 
" Fear not^ thou canst nut fall into calamities, for 
*' all thy exploits raise thee sublime on high ; thy 
" S'*""}'' winds encompass not its extent — thy 
" liberality, it is incalculable. Mayst thou live 
" for the Absians for years ; may they be exalted 
" in thy name, recorded in pro^e ami wirse.'' 

Antar smiled at Bafiliarairs ci)mplimi.'nts ; Miiyst 
thou rejoice in thy beloved for many years, said he. 
But Oorwah and his people put to the sword all the 
slaves, and driving the property and camels, they 
proceeded towards their own country, Shiboob going 
before them, cutting over the sand and sand-hills. ' 

tbla travelled by the nde of Antar, and'was re- 
lating aH her sufferings from the time of separation 
till thdrmeeting,and all the noble, virtuous acts of 
Basharah towards her, and thus they passed over 
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the country till they approadied th^ own legion, 
Then Shiboob turned out of the road to the sands 
wherethechestswereburied. They took them out, 
and loading the Leasts with them, they came near 
home "ith siicli a vast abundance of weallh, the 
kings of tlie age could not equal. 

On Antar's arrival, the land of Shoorebah was all 
in confusion. All were in amazement at the' im- 
mense quantity of cattle and valuables he brought 
with him, and King Zoheir's sons went ont to meet 
him. As soon as Antar saw the Princes, and the 
conimoiion of the people, he said to Ibla, Seek the 
tents of tiiy fatlier ; whilst he himself urged on his 
horse Abjer, and advanced towards King Zoheir's 
sons, and saluted them. They congratulated him 
on his safety, and inquired about his expedition. 
Mine is an extraordinary story, said Antsr; and I 
cannot explun it but in the presence of King Zo- 
hai your &ther. 

iWben Malik his unde saw all these sheep and 
cattle, Eic. and that the whole country wasfilled with 
thor abundance, he was all astonishment, and sidd 
to his son Amroo, Ah my son, if thy sister were but 
Still among the living, all these flocks would be 
driven to our tents. At last he presented himself 
to Antar, and saluted him, saying, O Aboolfawaris, 
hast thou heard any thing of thy bride, or hast thou 
returned in despair ? 

My bride, ssid Antar, is with her mother. Malik 
smiled, and thought he was in joke; so he went 



ande, and wallced on till he came to the tents, and 
tears streamed from his eyes at his separation from 
Ibla, and that he had lost all these fine things, when 
came fcorward the handmudens and slave-g^rls, and 
informeS him of Ibla's sa&tjr. At hearing this hi^ 
senses fled, so violent vas his emo&ni. He hastnied 
to her and saluted her, whilst she complidned to him 
of all she had endured ironi the timeof her disappear- 
ance till her return. All thewtnna), fice-bom and - 
skives, and the virgins, all came to Antar, tiering 
presents on his return from his triumphs. Butthov 
was not a happier man than Basharah, for his dearest 
Habiatliad also joined the concourse of women. He 
dismounted, and embraced her. 

Antar ordered tents to be pitched. These are 
yours, stud he to Basharah ; I am your protector ; 
and all your master's property is yours. Basharah 
expressed his thanks, and he and Antar alighted at 
the tents. 
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